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Cover photo:  Pix by Paul Adams who remarks “Isn’t it amazing who you 
come across down in the Waipuna tunnel area of the West Coast” 

Another month gone and another month closer to Christmas - have you 
made out your pressy list yet?  Found another undocumented feature of the 
Microsoft product I use to write the newsletter in - save the file one day then 
open it the following day and all the text appears in bold - really useful fea-
ture for someone, but a pain in the arse for me! 
 
This month I’ve received quite a few trip reports but have had to hold some 
over till next month as there is a few longer items such as Andy’s insurance 
review.  But that’s something to look forward to, ah! 
 
Now don’t forget the first aid courses that are planned, and also please start 
sending in your subs as they are due to be paid by August. 
 
Alan... 

Editorial Ramblings 



President’s Piece – June 2002 
Greetings to all club members. In the wake of our lengthy May club meeting and 

equally lengthy committee meetings in April and May, I would like to explain what the 

committee is now doing on each of the matters that have interested a lot of our 

members.  

These subjects all have a common theme: cost to members. Yes, there are other 

principles associated with some of the subjects; however cost has ended up as the 

dominant theme. I want to ensure that we recognise this and do something about it; 

we discussed this at our committee meeting and the committee has agreed to take 

what actions it can to address the cost issue. Although it is clear that a number of 

members find the various costs of little consequence, it is also clear that there are 

many members who are very sensitive to costs and who have a real desire to see 

costs kept minimal. Feedback since club night has been quite specific about this. 

The committee has listened to the views expressed at our club meeting and since 

then and is now looking at ways that we can reduce costs to members. The annual 

subscription has been set in accordance with the constitution by majority vote on a 

motion from the floor and we can’t change it now – but there are other areas where 

we can reduce the costs from this year’s budget: 

 Insurance: We had applied normal accounting principles and recognised po-

tential costs as they had been identified at the time of preparing the budg-

et. Andy has now been back to the brokers and is negotiating to get the 

cover we need for the best price. He is obtaining competitive quotes to en-

sure this. Andy has written an article on insurance – see it elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  

 Motorsport: Paul is making a case to the Motorsport Executive this month 

that we should obtain the benefits of MSNZ membership and FIA affilia-

tion without needing to pay a participant levy for ordinary club events. See 

Paul’s article in this issue. Ok, it mightn’t affect this year’s budget, but it is 

important for later. 

 The Investment Fund: At the club meeting Roger put forward the idea of 

ensuring that our investment fund was not used to pay operating costs. Alt-

hough this is a normal business practice, it met with some resistance before 

finally being voted in. Actually, this had been agreed by the members some 

years ago, although most people weren’t aware of that. I’d like to make clear 

that Roger’s approach was prepared by several officers including me – Roger 

was not just doing this alone. It seemed like a logical approach at the time. 

In retrospect, although it seemed obvious to us as we guessed there  
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President’s Piece Cont…. 

would be suggestions to use the investment for operations, it was not obvi-

ous to members as not everybody had realised that the insurance proposal 

was going to cost us money. I apologise now if it did seem that we handled 

this in a somewhat clumsy manner – in fact it was a genuine attempt to safe-

guard the investment built up by members over the years. 

 Surplus operating costs: You are all aware that the surplus from the previ-

ous couple of years has ended up unspent and therefore transferred to the 

investment fund. Roger has reported this at numerous committee and club 

meetings, with no objections. In locking away the investment fund, Roger 

did make clear that some reserves would still be available for the capital 

purchases that have been proposed (each of which will need formal approv-

al). We are looking at the figures to see if we can make a case to utilise 

some of these reserves, which are left over surpluses from previous years, 

to supplement operations this year. This approach is not a long term solu-

tion, however it could be a way to reduce costs for at least this year. 

 Other ideas: The committee is not the only source of ideas. One member in 

particular has suggested some ideas that make sense, such as taking a levy 

from the charity fundraisers we run. Another suggestion is to consider set-

ting up a trust to further safeguard the investment fund. We welcome 

these ideas and will look at them all. 

So how can we pass these savings to members? The areas we are looking at can result 

in either less cost than in the budget, or more income to offset costs. The way that 

we can make a difference to members is by reconsidering the extra $5 trip fee that 

was agreed at the club meeting. Depending on how much we can reduce costs, we 

ought to be able to reduce this charge accordingly. Roger will be doing his sums to 

work out how far we can go with this; the committee has agreed not to start the 

extra $5 charge until we make a decision on this at the June committee meeting. 

I’d like to go through these matters at club night to make sure that members have a 

chance to make their views heard and that the committee is seen to be responding to 

the requirements of members – in particular containing the increasing cost of four 

wheel driving for members. After all, for wheel driving is what we’re all here for! 

As a final note on costs, any member that is suffering a genuine financial hardship 

can approach the club Welfare Officer and see if special payment arrangements can 

be agreed. This has been done successfully on a few occasions in the past. 

Here’s to lots of off-roading… 

Grant Purdie — Club President — 5 June 2002 
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CCVC Trip Categories, as from 1 June 2002 

The Committee decided in May 2002 that the trip category definitions will be 

enforced, for safety reasons. The Committee also decided that any additional 
requirements for each trip as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the 

trip will be enforced. 

The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the cir-

cumstances of the trip permit. This will be shown in the details on the Trip In-

formation Sheet. 

The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away vehicles or drivers that do 

not comply. 

Family Shiny:  

 Description: Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will 

usually include some degree of guidance in driving techniques as neces-

sary.  

 Drivers: Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-

road driving, this category is also open to anybody who enjoys this style 

of trip.  

 Members: Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

 Vehicles: An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk 

to vehicles. Club safety equipment is mandatory for club members; it is 

not mandatory for non-members although it is recommended for vehi-

cles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 

soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

Shiny 4x4:  

 Description: More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers 

with some experience who want more challenge and don’t mind minor 

bush marks etc on their vehicles.  

 Drivers: Must have some experience, preferably from the driver train-

ing provided by the club. Particularly important are experience in strop-

ping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and sidlings. 

 Members: These trips are for members only. Prospective members and 

visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they  

are members of another club and have adequate experience. 

Trip Categories 
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Trip Categories Cont… 

 

 Vehicles: Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required 

equipment per the club’s document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment In-

spections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All open or soft-top 

vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

Club 4x4:  

 Description: Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be 

steep and challenging terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood 

of bush marks. 

 Drivers: Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 

trips, including water crossings and vehicle recovery. 

 Members: These trips are for members only. Prospective members and 

visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they 

are members of another club and have adequate experience. 

 Vehicles: Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equip-

ment per the club’s document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspec-

tions”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-

lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jack-

ing points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Gen-

erally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. 

All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

Hard Yakka:  

 Description: Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and sur-

faces, where winching, digging, and vehicle damage are all a possi-

bility! 

 Drivers: Experienced drivers only. 

 Members: These trips are for members only. Prospective members 

and visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Lead-

er they are members of another club and have adequate experi-

ence. 

 Vehicles: As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or 

roll-cage is recommended for all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All 

open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. Often a 

winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on 

the Trip Information Sheet.  
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Nope - No mud in here!!! 

A couple of photos from 
Queens Birthday at Taihape 

Just steamin’ along 

In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all 
Club trips: 
 
 Front and rear tow hooks 
 Shovel 
 Fire extinguisher 
 First-aid kit 
 Basic tool kit 
 Tow rope 
 Roll bar for all open / soft top vehicles 
 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the 
trip leader has the authority to exclude you from the trip. 

Equipment Required 
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1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority 
follow their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 

2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member 

who invited them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly 

important when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehi-
cles taking the wrong track because of the driver in front not obeying 
this rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter 
 from time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
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Upcoming
Events

Jun 1-2:  Offroad Racing Association of 
New Zealand championship.  Enduro/short 
course, Christchurch.  Contact Ian Foster 
on 09 838 4791 or email 
ian@fostersigns.co.nz 
Jun 12-15:  4WD demonstration course.  
NZ National Agricultural Fielddays, Mys-
tery Creek, Hamilton presented by NZ4WD 
magazine.  Admission $12, children $6.  
Contact: sam@adrenalin.co.nz 
July 20:  NZ4WD Magazine Auckland 
Readers Trip.  Woodhill Forest, Auckland.  
For details contact Mechelle on 09 478 
4771, fax 09 478 4779 or email 
subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
Jul 28:  Offroad Racing Association of 
New Zealand championship.  Enduro, 
Hawkes Bay.  Contact Ian Foster on 09 
838 4791 or email ian@fostersigns.co.nz 
Aug 24-25:  Offroad Racing Association of 
New Zealand championship.  Enduro, Nel-
son.  Contact Ian Foster on 09 838 4791 or 
email ian@fostersigns.co.nz 
Oct 12-13:  NZ4WD Magazine Wellington 
Readers Trip.  Two trips out of Wellington; 
join one or both.  For details contact 
Mechelle on 09 478 4771, Fax 09 478 
4779 or email subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
Oct 26-27:  Offroad Racing Association of 
New Zealand championship finals.  En-
duro/short course, Auckland.  Contact Ian 
Foster on 09 838 4791 or email 
ian@fostersigns.co.nz 
Oct 26 - Nov 5:  Rainforest Challenge in 
Malaysia.  Team event designed to test a 
teams ability to overcome various adven-
ture-type obstacles. 
Jan 25-30, 2003.  Northland Kauri Coast 
Safari 2003.  Third bi-annual rally around 
the greatest spots in Northland.  Phone 
Nikoli on 09 439 8812 / 025 204 3575 or 
Mary-Ann on 09 439 6326 / 025 838 132. 
 
 

Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, publisher of 
the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine.  Potential 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take 
responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Safety Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Robbie Bromley 
Wellington 4WD Centre 
421 Hutt Rd 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 566 7504 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Steve Lacey 
Wainuiomata Motors 
Moores Valley Rd 
Wainuiomata 
Ph.  04 456 8823 
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Phone  567 8243
LOWER HUTT

SOUTH ISLAND ADVENTURE 
 
A group of 10 vehicles from the Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc. 
ventured across Cook Strait and met up at Pelorus Bridge at midday on Sat-
urday, 23 March.  We were met there by Stewart Robinson, a member of the 
Nelson Four-Wheel Drive Club.  Stewart had been a member of the North 
Island trip which was organised by our Club and was held in January 2001.  
Stewart is easily identified by his orange Landrover known as “Orange 
Roughie”.  Stewart was to lead us on a six-day adventure in the South Is-
land, which was to end at Greymouth on Thursday, 28 March. 
 
We headed toward Nelson via the Maungatapu Track into the Maitai Valley 
where we had smoko at the Maitai Dam.  We then proceeded down the 
Maitai Valley to cross over the Tanragee Saddle to Fringe Hill and then on to 
the Girl Guide Camp at “Paretai” in Lee Valley, Brightwater.  Excellent ac-
commodation was available and those that wished were able to set up their 
tent.  A spit roast barbecue was provided that evening by members of the 
Nelson Four-Wheel Drive Club.  This provided us with an excellent oppor-
tunity to meet and get to know several members of the Nelson Four-Wheel 
Drive Club who we were to meet up with again several days later.   
 
On the following day, Sunday, 24 March, we set out from Brightwater 
through Wakefield and on to Pidgeon Valley.  We then went through Nuedorf 
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and Ngatamo before setting out to climb Mt Campbell.  When we reached 
the summit of Mt Campbell a great vista of the whole of Tasman Bay lay be-
fore us, French Pass and the western shoreline of D’Urville Island.  Far to 
the north, Mt Egmont could be seen.   
 
We then went on through Motueka and Riwaka to find the source of the Ri-
waka River.  We walked from the car park for 15-20 minutes along a bush 
track beside the Riwaka River upstream.  We then found that the River aris-
es from an underground cave in an area rich in limestone. 
 
After lunch we returned through Mo-
tueka and onwards to Tapawera.  
Stewart had planned several deep 
river crossings, however the river 
levels were too high as a result of 
recent rain so that we took the dry 
weather road to Kawatiri and then 
continued to St Arnaud where we 
camped on the shores of Lake Roto-
ti.  It was a gorgeous autumn even-
ing with not a breath of wind and not 
a cloud in the sky to obscure the 
sunset over the Travers Range. 
 
On Monday, 25 March, we travelled to Lake Rotoroa via th Pareka Track.  
We then set off to go over Breburn, however there had been a major wash-
out and even though we could have got across this, large earth moving 
equipment had been strategically placed to completely obstruct further pro-
gress.  We then backtracked to Murchison via the main road.  The highlight 
of the afternoon was a great four-wheel drive track which followed and criss-
crossed a river until we came eventually to a camping area just north of Lake 
Daniels.  Another beautiful day was spoilt only by a plague of sandflies, 
which obviously felt they had territorial rights in this vicinity.  The evening 
was rounded off with a hearty sing-a-long around the campfire.   
 
The distance from the camping area to Lake Daniels was not far.  However, 
to do this in any vehicle even a Nissan proved to be quite a challenge be-
cause the intervening area known as Thompson’s Flat is virtually a large bog
-hole which proved quite a challenge.  Lake Daniels itself is a very lovely 
picturesque Lake.  The photo, which is included, shows that it rivals Lake 
Matheson on the West Coast.  
 
The afternoon involved driving back down the river to Maruia then onwards 
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through Springs Junction to Maruia 
Springs hot pools.  Tuesday evening was 
spent in the camping ground at Reefton. 
 
On the morning of Wednesday, 27 March, 
we set out from Reefton and followed the 
winding track up to BIG RIVER.  This is a 
historic site in Victoria Forest Park where 
there was a flourishing township and 
goldmine over 125 years ago.  Much of 
the original mining equipment remains in 

a fairly well preserved state.  This is well worth a 
trip if you happen to be in Reefton with half a day to 
spare.  We then went on to the Waipuna Caves 
which would be well known to those who have been 
on the South Island End to End trips.  On this occa-
sion we headed upstream and a large fallen tree 
proved to somewhat of an obstacle which delayed 
progress.  It was getting quite late in the day before 
we were heading out from the riverbed.  On the 
final hill climb the “Orange Roughie” was very low 
in fuel and being at a 45º angle the diesel in the 
fuel tank was reluctant to travel to the engine.  To 
cut a long story short the end result was that the 
“Orange Roughie” reversed down hill and the other 

vehicles were forced to turn around and head back the way we had come. 
 
Thursday morning involved a trip to Cock Eye Creek. This was typical West 
Coast country with plenty of mud and very little traction.  That evening we 
stayed at the Seaside Holiday Park in Greymouth and went through a thor-
ough scrutineering process with the Nelson Four-Wheel Drive Club for the 
South Island Coast to Coast trip which started on Good Friday. 
 
Ken Menzies who is always Discovering. 

FOR SALE  -  1989 Toyota Hilux 4x4 double cab  

 

2.8 diesel with Safari turbo, intercooler and snorkel fitted by Autokraft with new 2 1/2 exhaust.  
ARB airlockers front and rear with manual hubs, nudge bar spots and foglights, rear alloy bar 
and towbar, hooks in all corners, 31x11x15 Hankook tyres on 2 piece alloys, Rancho lift kit and 
shocks, 5spd, colour coded canopy and Rhino liner, fibreglass flares, CD stereo and amp, a/c, 
comes with Hilift jack and full set of chains. Excellent condition, hasn't been rolled, bowled or 
arseholed, 123,000kms with all receipts and service history, 1 NZ owner since privately import-
ed 1995.  Open to reasonable offers around $20,000. 
 
Phone Allan BLITHE hm 04-5667099 or 028-2484587 email blithey@hotmail.com 
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Membership Discounts 

 

The following companies in the Wellington are offering very generous dis-
counts to Club Members.  A more detailed list will follow, but the compa-
nies include: 

 

     Firestone   New tyres 
     Cookes   Strops, ropes and recovery equipment 
     NZ Car Parts  Second hand car parts 
     Wellington 4WD Centre 4WD parts and service 
     BNT    Filters, vehicle parts and  accessories 
     TWL    Vehicle parts and accessories 
 Pipeline Supplies  Pipe & fittings (for rollcage, etc) 
 Twiggs   Products 
 Motex Auto Parts  Second Hand Car Parts 
 King Toyota   Trade prices on parts & accessories 

  

Please show your membership card to obtain all discounts. 

 

Club Member Trades, Services and Supplies 

 

A few years ago it was suggested that we have a listing of club member’s 
trades and services so that if anyone was looking for a trades person then 
they could refer to the Chronicle and give club members the chance to get 
additional business.  So if you’d like to include your business on our list 
please contact the editor on 564 3045 or email newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

The other day I was in the local auto part store. A lady comes in and asks for a seven 
ten cap.  We all looked at each other and said, "What's a seven ten cap?"   She said 
"You know, it's right on the engine. Mine got lost some how and I need a new one." 
 
"What kind of a car is it on," they asked?  I'm thinking maybe an old Datsun Seven 
Ten, but no, she said its a Ford.  "OK lady, how big is it?"  She makes a circle with her 
hands about 7cm in diameter.  What does it do?," we asked. 
 
She said, "I don't know, but its always been there."  One of us gave her a note pad 
and asked her if she could draw a picture of it.  So she makes a circle about 7cm in 
diameter and in the center she writes 710.  The guys behind the counter are looking 
at it upside down as she writes it...and they just fall down behind the counter laugh-
ing so hard in hysterics 
 
(For those who didn't get it, the directions...draw a circle, write 710 in the 
middle of it, and turn it around.  Must have been a blonde??) 
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CALL US

TOLL FREE

For all your 4WD and 2WD 

purchases, produce your CCVC 

membership card and receive a 

generous 20% discount.

Hours

Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 10:00am - 1:00pm
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Trip Report Club 4X4 (Rogers Challenge) by Gordy Fenwick 
 
I picked up my Grandsons (Hamish 8 & Benjamin 7), as per normal, and drove to-
wards the nominated meeting point. On the way we had the normal banter and spec-
ulation about Moonshine Rd & Bull's Run Rd. Once again the young guys (the 
weans), both born in Kingston Upon Thames to a Scottish Father and a Kiwi Mum 
were all hyped up and ready to meet their friends from previous trips, and hopefully, 
new friends. 
 
We arrived at the meet point at about 0940 NZST and while I was 
deflating the tyres the hard way with Sturm Deflators the wee brats took off to meet 
their friends and to inspect the wet ditch for anything living, or dirty, and preferably, 
both. There was also the statutory normal walk to see what rubber (and trucks) were 
going to destroy the tracks and what they had been deflated to (+ of course the 
standard "Gidday, 'ow yer goin'").  Anyway, our esteemed and dutiful (trip leader) 
Treasurer Roger finally came along with his clipboard, short fingers, and deep pock-
ets, and fleeced me of the $15 access fee. 
 
0945 on the dot, Trip Briefing - "not enough parking space here for all the convoy of 
27 trucks, some have already gone forward, lets meet at the Orange Hut for Smoko 
and the Real Brief".  Off we went through pine needles on clay, though razorbacks 
with massive drop-offs, through rivers with ominous still-water. The weans were start-
ing to get bored and hungry "Granddad, we've seen this before, when're we going to 
get stuck?"  1100 (about) we got to the Orange Hut for smoko & Briefing ("Granddad, 
why do we always stop at the Orange Hut?" "Can we throw plants down the dunny 
(long drop) like we did last time?" - - jeez!!!!!).  Anyway the Briefing was very simple - 
"we are going there via there to there, but we have some river wading to do, and on 
the way you'll get a wonderful view of Paraparaumu" - fair enough! 
 
So Hit the Track Jack & no turn back no more. I was 3rd to last in convoy. Off over 
the concrete ford, drop off to the left & up the bank with two ominous vertical bits (I 
remember that my SATs had destroyed this bit for following shorter trucks a few 
weeks previously) - my first attempt was too slow so I backed off a couple of metres 
and then just drove up and over.  A short distance down the track I followed the vehi-
cle at the cross-roads, oops - some SOB in front of him hadn't stopped and waited - 4 
or 5 trucks off-course - radio chatter and sudden U-turns in limited space.  But - oops 
- Hummer Dave had backed his lovely green FJ40 into a culvert and it was done with 
perfection!. Bugger, Dave and I were all alone - eyeball assessment of the situation 
suggested that I should gently pull Hummer Dave in the direction that he was point-
ing, so I carefully edged past him with his front end perilously close to my right hand 
side paintwork and my other side about to drop down to somewhere way beyond. But 
a gentle pull suggested that I would roll him. 
 
I backed up a wee bit so Hummer Dave's assistant pilot could detach the tow stop, 
but I had about 1" to go to release the strop from my hook. I released brake with left 
foot & my auto Series 80 leapt backwards 6'' and whacked him on his head - oh such 
the pent up energy of a 7 yr old 125 kW 4.2 l TD Series 80 Cruiser!  I was not going 
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to try to back past him & pull him out with my front end - so off down the track for 20 
metres & around the corner to find a place to turn about. 20 metres past the corner 
was a place that logging trucks could turn around in. 
 
So off past Hummer Dave again, (the only wheel on the ground was left rear) attach 
strop & a gentle pull through about 120 degrees back onto track.  We then rejoined 
the convoy, down into the river and out into the first bog that everyone had to be 
pulled through (I suspect that the trip leader had cheated as there one set of Datson 
wide footprints going a different way). However, the V8 powered Suzuki behind me 
could not pull the vehicle following him - too much power, too little weight and tyres 
no traction.  So Suzi edged forwards and I edged backwards and we passed each 
other so Cruiser could come back to the rescue.  So then off through ruts and 
chasms that had been ploughed by Datsons, and to my great delight, the alloy side 
steps on my Cruiser were still normal.  About 1200 we were about 200 metres from 
the designated lunch stop place. 
 
We were waiting an age for all the trucks in front to get through the double-dipper. In 
fact, the weans got so bored that they decided that Granddad's truck was not dirty 
enough. Yep, lumps of pine needle filled mud/clay everywhere, especially on the 
windscreen.  I determined that the Cruiser was too long to attempt the double-dipper.  
The weans were trying to call me a blouse when I bypassed it (but didn't have the 
vocabulary). I waited on the other side for Hummer Dave - pull #1, gentle snatch #2, 
more vigorous snatch #3 and out he popped. Tail End Charlie in his bullet pocked 
LWB Mitsi got hung up in the middle of the double-dipper and Hummer Dave went 
around the back to pull him out.  The clay track around the corner was very churned 
up, but the smell of coffee and lunch was immediate. The blooming weans were 
pleading "Granddad get stuck" yeh yeh. Around the corner there were three tracks - 
right hand one "easy grass"; middle one "swimming pool"; left hand one "mud with 
heaps of wheel tracks". Bugger, I thought, that SOB in front of me hasn't waited to 
show me the way. 
 
Off into the yellow & black porridge, and oops - bulldozer nose not rising - back up 2' 
and plant it - Cruiser digging big holes to bury bumps in axles. Some truck backs up 
to pull me out, but trip leader Roger is frantically backing up past the other 23 trucks 
in the convoy. Me finks - maybe I'm about to be sunk. 
 
After frantic digging, Roger finds my buried tow hook and proceeds to try to pull me 
out.  Pull #1, gentle snatch #2, harder snatch #3 and move forward about 2 to 3 me-
tres, and then Cruiser is ramped. Roger then attempts several serious snatches, but 
it is apparent to me that he has excessive power to weight ratio and that his tyres are 
just not up to it. I am getting minimal traction and Roger with his non-directional tyres 
is rapidly sliding sideways into the swimming pool.  1400 (about) my SAT recaps 
suddenly gripped, I shot forward, & Roger forgetting to button off suddenly gave me 
an unnecessary snatch. Hummer Dave then decided to follow me through, but he 
took the swimming pool route.  He splashed through and turned off his petrol engine 
so he could have his lunch. Suddenly heaps of steam emerged from under the bon-
net & for some reason he decides to start up to move forward a bit - flat battery 
sound - ¼ hr later he tries to start again & OK - & we convince him to unclip his bon-
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net & there was the wettest looking forward facing air intake that one has ever seen - 
snorkel a must, but needs enough lucre for jewellery for the missus as well. 
 
Anyway off through the next bog with some strategically buried logs about 100 me-
tres down the track. Tail end Charlie got through about 1500.  Then off to "The Ruts". 
Roger had already assured me that I could get through The Ruts "the President has 
had his '93 Series 80 Cruiser through", but he didn't know that Steve O' had already 
mentioned to me that I could opt out of this section, and I noticed that heaps of trucks 
were opting out. I did a mental Risk, Width & Length Analysis & calculated that if a 
Datson had dug a rutted canyon, a series 80 Cruiser would be OK (and if it wasn't 
OK it would be the trip leader's problem as he had told me porkies & was trying to get 
me all hung up).  Anyway, due to traffic jam & turn arounds, Hummer Dave & I ended 
quite close to the front of the convoy. Off through the trees at the top of the Ruts - 
these are a unique species of pine that grow on a sharp & rutted 30° sloping corner, 
have bark missing at panel height, & are multi- colour painted at gutter height - got 
through that lot OK. I saw the Rag-Top Landie two in front of me getting a generous 
pull, but much to Roger's delight my Cruiser climbed out of the creek & straight up 
the bluff. I had to pull the FJ40 behind me up (& I can't remember if Hummer FJ40 in 
front of me had to be pulled up). 
 
A short time later we came across the Rag-Top, all sideways with all wheels without 
traction, so Hummer Dave pulled him backwards to massage his direction of travel. 
Off the Rag-Top took & Dave, still feeling a Good Samaritan, went up the hill & over 
& down, way down into a puddle that hadn't been traversed for years (mind you, I 
couldn't blame him as the CHASM looked awesome, but the silly b... was not being a 
lemming & following) - 45° forward tilt with rear bumper & tow hook buried . Roger & 
spade appeared from nowhere & rescue operations in earnest started - I went 
through the chasm and backed down just a bit out of the ruts to attempt a snatch - I 
had about 1 1/2' to gain momentum before a serious up-hill - two snatches & no luck 
- a winch out backwards job - fortunately the truck behind had a winch - other wise I 
would have had to back my long shiney Cruiser back through. 
 
It was then real fun watching the convoy come through up the steep bit and the sharp 
left- handed axle twister that dropped into a 40° rut with the adjacent Rimu tree bark-
ing with delight. But the best sight of all was the Club Secretary doing the most un-
successful attempts with the Welfare Officer aside, a blanckie expression on face & 
white knuckles on Jesus Bar.  After this it was all simple driving - except for the Suzu-
ki with the blown clutch - stropped in front & stopped at rear - the forward reverse 
downhill hairpins must have been a body-building experience!!   
 
And what is Roger's Challenge??  Roger says that a '93 Series 80 Cruiser has been 
through "The Ruts" - Roger has seen a '95 Series 80 Cruiser go through "The Ruts" 
 
Roger has to take a '97 Series 80 Cruiser through "The Ruts" (Declined thanks 
Gordy. RS.) & Gordy will soon have some almost match moulded alloy side steps for 
sale. 
 



LAND & RANGE ROVER  -  NEW & USED PARTS

3 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, WELLINGTON

All mechanical work undertaken
Parts and Accessories  -  Winches  -  Chains

Bull Bars  -  Jacks  -  Free Wheel Hubs
Roll Frames  -  Strops  -  Wheels  -  Tyres

JEEP  --  LANDCRUISER  --  SUZUKI
NEW & USED PARTS

M Gall
4WD SPECIALISTS

Phone - Fax

04 383 6554
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Don’t forget that the club has four comprehensive 
first aid kits that are available for trip leaders to car-

ry on any trips they lead.   
They are a backup emergency kit that is  

supplementary to those kits carried by individual 
trip members.  

  
Contact Wayne (025 467 935) to arrange collec-

WANTED TO BUY 
 Suzuki 413 in reasonable condition 

Phone Bruce on 025 2054475 
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FOR LITE COMMERCIALS 
4WD PARTS 

Right Parts.  Right Service.  Right Price. 

MOTEX 

PartsWorld 

PH  567 6818 
 

MOTEX AUTO PARTS 
 

Nationwide Computer Network 
For all your Auto Parts 

 

PH  567 4575 
82 Eastern Hutt Rd 
Wingate, Lower 

The win-
ner of 
the 
Gumboot 
award 

for this month is 
Vince - for not re-
tightening his wheel 
nuts completely after 
changing a tyre in 
the ruts. End result: 
the wheel came off 
at the Haywards 
turnoff on the way 
home! 

The win-
ner of 
the Or-

ange Roughy award 
for this month is 
Craig Smith - for 
driving his truck out 
of the garage and 
onto his trailer with it 
still chained to his 
compressor in the 
garage. 

The winner 
of the BSA 
award this 
month is Vince (see 
Gumboot awards) 

The winners of the Golden Ki-
wi’s for this month are Vince, 
Bob Fitness, Gary, Jim John-

son, and Eric 

Melissa Osborne is now a registered tupper-
ware dealer.  “ I am trying to make my busi-
ness sucessful so I can support Pedro’s 4WD 
habit.  If you would like a free catalogue sent to 
you or a free demonstration in your home 
please contact me on 235 5644 or you can 
email me on posborne@xtra.co.nz  I can also 
take orders this way.  Thanks for your support” 
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King Toyota now offer trade prices on all Toyota Genuine Parts & Ac-
cessories on production of your membership card. Also available are 
new and used vehicles at good rates.  Any problems, please contact 
Andrew Mitchell at work on 9207770 or home 5269285. 

A gynaecologist had a burning 

desire to change careers and 

become a mechanic.  So he 

found out from the local tech 

college what was involved, 

signed up for evening classes, 

attended diligently, and 

learned all he could.  When the 

time for the practical exam 

approached, the gynaecologist 

prepared carefully for weeks, 

and completed the exam with 

tremendous skill.  When the 

results came back, he was sur-

prised to find that he had obtained a mark of 150%.  Fearing an error, he called the instruc-

tor, saying "I don't want to appear ungrateful for such an outstanding result, but I wondered if 

there had been an error which needed adjusting."  The instructor said, "During the exam, you 

took the engine apart perfectly, which was worth 50% of the total mark. You put the engine 

back together again perfectly, which is also worth 50% of the mark.  I gave you an extra 50% 

because you did all of it through the muffler." 

WANTED 
 

FJ40 Landcruiser SWB 
 

Must have: 
 

Rollcage  
350 Chev  

Power Steering  
35” tyres 

 
Anything, anywhere con-

sidered 
 

Phone Andy 
025 395 747 

WE SELL
ALL BRANDS

WHEEL BALANCING SPECIALISTS
PUNCTURE REPAIRS
WHEEL ALIGNMENT / REPAIRS
FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS
COMPETITIVE PRICES

Taranaki St Tyre Service &
Dave Tunley Wheel Alignment

298 Taranaki St (Top End)
Wellington

04 384 4363
04 385 1488

TOTAL SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Car Stereo Co

Andrew Smith
Motors

HiTech Tyres

YOUR SAFETY COMES FIRST

2 Locations of
Complete Tyre Stockists

Family Owned & Operated

HiTech Tyres & Alloys Ltd &
Dave Tunley Wheel Alignment

22 Railway Ave
Lower Hutt

04 589 3551

RAILWAY AVE

Challenge
Service
Station

While you wait service
Specialists in
Performance vehicles

Specialists in
4WD vehicles

Brendon
Foot

Holden
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TROPHY AND CUP PRESENTATION 
2001 - 2002 

 
“John Philip Memorial Cup” 

Club Champ  1st Overall 
Steve McAuley 

 
Club Champ 2

nd
 Overall  -  John Lau 

      Club Champ 3rd Overall  -  Andy Rowden 
1

st
 Equal Round One  -  Steve McAuley and John Lau 

   1
st
 Round Two  -  Marcel van Dorrestein 

1
st
 Round Three  -  John Lau 

1
st
 Round Four  -  Craig Smith 

 

“Jean Cameron Trophy” 
Manufacturers Challenge 1st Overall 

“Red Cruiser Team” 
Dave Hilleard, Andrew Mitchell, Mark Stockler, Howard McCa-

be 
 

Manufacturers Challenge 2
nd

 Overall 
“Misfits” 

Neil Backie, Duncan Grocott, Gary Rowden, Andy Rowden 
 

“Bob Jeffery Memorial Cup” 
Helping Hand Award  
Marcus Steeneken 

 

“John Finlay Trophy” 
Trip Leader of the Year 

Grant Purdie 
 

“Glengary Trophy” 
Conservation Award 

Andy Cockroft, Grant Purdie 



NEW MEMBERS 
 

The following people, subject to trip sheet and 
safety checks will be welcomed to the Cross 

Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc this month 
as new members: 

 

Raymond Choi  -  Mitsubishi Pajero 
Bob Clegg  -  Nissan safari 

Craig Thomlinson  -  Toyota Landcruiser 
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Approval of Trip Leaders 

 
As the club runs more and more trips on a regular basis, the need for experienced 
Trip Leaders is growing. The club endeavours to have experienced trip leaders run 
its trips, and especially in today’s environment where safety is especially important, 
the trip leaders need to be aware of many factors to ensure enjoyable and safe 
trips. 
 
Many club members have enquired about the process of becoming Trip Leaders. 
To date this has been an informal and somewhat ad-hoc. In order to be clearer, we 
have developed the following guidelines: 
 

 A member must satisfactorily complete several trips as an Assistant  Trip 
Leader in order to be considered for qualification as a Trip Leader. 

 After suitable experience (generally at least 3 to 5 trips), an Assistant  Trip 

Leader can organise and run a trip under the guidance of an experienced 
Trip Leader. 

 A person is deemed suitable as a Trip Leader once approved by the Trip 
Coordinator and ratified by the Club Committee. 

 An experienced Trip Leader should accompany a new Trip Leader on their 
first few trips. 

 All Trip leaders will be encouraged to hold a current first aid certificate. 

 Trip Leaders may require additional familiarisation and training in order to be 

approved for specific trips (such as those into the Akatarawa’s). 

 Existing Trip Leaders will be identified and recommended by the Trip  Co-
ordinator to the Committee for approval. 

 
Those who are interested in becoming a Trip Leader or who have an idea for loca-
tions of new trips are asked to contact the Trip Co-ordinator. Our club could not 
exist without the contributions made by Trip Leaders and so we encourage those 
who are interested to at least discuss how they can contribute to the club with our 
Trip Co-ordinator or any Trip Leader. 
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Stockists
Of

Black
Rat

Quality
4WD

Equipment

Colin Landy
Dayal Landy
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu

Ph: 04 902 9244
Fax: 04 902 9243

New & Used Parts, Accessories, 
Winches, Strops, Chains, etc

A few more pictures 
 from that eventful trip 

to that island off the 
southern coast of 

Wellington. 



Committee Meeting Highlights 

 Treasury - 2001/02 accounts currently with auditor - expected back 
very shortly.  Ways to reduce fees are being investigated - in the 
meantime the $5 trip fund amount will not be added to the trip fee. 

 Land Access - Hutt Valley firebreaks and Johnson’s Rd both still un-
der action.  Change of ownership has reduced the areas available in 
Pureora Forest. 

 Trip Co-Ordinator - Still looking for more trip suggestions.  Updated 
trip categories published this month. 

 MotorSport - See report elsewhere in this Chronicle. 

 Safety - First Aid courses (including a refresher) booked and more first 
aid kits to be purchased.   

 SAR - Training exercise done 
as well as one small search. 

 New Member Procedure - New 
process being investigated to 
simplify the procedure. 

 Insurance - See report else-
where in this Chronicle. 

 Advertiser - Paul Adams has 
signed up a new advertiser 
with a great discount for club 
members, more details to fol-
low once finalised. 
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Subscription Reminder 
 

All members - this is your first reminder that club subscriptions 
are now due and must be paid in full by the end of August 2002. 

 
Full Membership ($75) - the member is entitled to participate in all club 

events, receives an individual newsletter and has voting rights. 
 

Family Membership ($50) - Immediate family members living in the same 
household as a full member.  Family members are entitled to participate in 
all club events, but only one vote and a single newsletter will be allocated 

per household. 
 

Associate Membership ($25) - member receives newsletter but no attend-
ance, participation or voting rights are held. 

Our mate Bob in Auckland 



Motorsport NZ - Annual General Council Meeting 
Duxton Hotel  -  17/18th May 2002 

 

Key points as they affect CCVC Wellington 

 

With approximately 150 people registered for conference, one of the largest attendances that 
can be recalled, approximately 80% of New Zealand's car clubs were represented.  A key fea-
ture of conference was the ‘Leadership Struggle’, an attempt by some disenchanted clubs, 
mainly Tauranga and Club Targa, to change the executive membership overnight and to pro-
vide for a change in communication practices with askew towards their interests.  This chal-
lenge was soundly beaten with the existing president and vice presidents being returned with a 
stronger mandate from the membership. 

 

For us it means a continuum of communication wit the people that know the history which will 
make for easier dialogue. To assist in this direction a new member Janet Adamson was voted 
onto the Clubsport commission, the section that would be responsible for our type of activity. 
Why is she beneficial? Well, she comes from a sporting trials background and they have recent-
ly secured entry to MSNZ on favourable terms.  With the success of Motor race NZ, who 
amongst other things run the summer series and Rally New Zealand, MSNZ are in a strong 
financial position which seems to create eth platform for us to obtain some membership benefits 
at reduced cost, having said that we need to recognise that license fees for all forms of competi-
tive Motorsport were approved without dissent at the conference. 

 

It would also seem worthy of note that MSNZ is the representative of the FIA and they only have 
a mandate to manage competitive motorsport. The Jaguar Drivers club discovered this through 
a lost remit and now know they do not need permits nor pay participation fees for non competi-
tive events, which gives us the opportunity to review our membership conditions. We have the 
option to only seek permits and pay the fees, if worthwhile benefits accrue for our club champs 
and manufacturers challenges only. having independent insurance in place assists in this in 
case MSNZ withhold cover for non permitted (non competitive events). 

 

Our welcome to conference was significant and reflects the interest they are showing in widen-
ing their membership, indeed the Vintage car club have found enough common ground to be-
come members after 50 years of negotiation and the NZ Drag association are getting there on a 
platform of reduced fees.  In terms of going forward, all relevant parties were given a copy of 
our operating procedures which they will review prior to their next Executive meeting, June, at 
which we hope to make available a base document for their discussion in terms of our criteria 
for membership. 

 

In summary a valuable two days as part of the evaluation process and the Safety and Motor-
sport committee look forward to reporting back after the MSNZ executive meeting. 

 

P. Adams 
Motorsport Liaison 
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Vehicle Inspections  
 

Just a reminder that you can start getting those vehicle checks 
done by any of those friendly vehicle 

inspectors listed in this mag.  

 

Wayne Jansen  -  Safety Officer 

Cross Country Chronicle 
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CCVC Tyre Discounts 

For those of us in the market for one or a set of tyres, 
Marcus has arranged a great discount for club mem-
bers.  The discount covers both Firestone and Bridge-
stone tyre brands. 
 
For further details, contact Marcus on (04) 565 1707 
(Hm) or 021 439 183. 

First Aid Refresher: 22 June 2002  
 
Requirement for refresher training  
 
Members who have completed a 16 hour First Aid 
training course are advised that their training needs 
to be refreshed every two years, and a new two year-
ly certificate issued.  
 
Cost of training  
 
The cost to participants is $40 (the balance of the cost will be picked up by 
the Club).  
 
Training Course Details 
  
The club has arranged for a First Aid refresher training course (8 hours) to 
be held on Saturday 22 June 2002, 8.30 start. The course will be held at the 
St Johns Training Centre at 47 Collingwood St, Waterloo, Lower Hutt.  
 
If you wish to attend, please forward payment to the Safety Officer at 39 
Spenmoor St, Newlands, BUT make your cheques payable to Cross Country 
Vehicle Club.  
 
Wayne Jansen  
Safety Officer Ph 478 7311 (025 467 935)  
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AUCKLAND
FACTORY

6-10 Greenmount Drive
East Tamaki
09 274 4299

WELLINGTON
BRANCH
2 Udy Street

Petone
04 568 4384

Bring in your club membership card and 
receive 15% discount off our Snatch 
Strops, Shackles and Chains.

SNATCH MASTER 

Insurance Review 
 

Why Bother? 

 

(The opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect 

the opinion of all or part of the Committee)  

 

Over the past year or so, I have watched with some trepidation, the actions of both 

Police and OSH Officers as they try to come to grips with all the various bits of 

Health and safety legislation. 

 

Most of this seemed to start with the inception of the Health and Safety in Employ-

ment Act. An Act very worthy in its intention, but so clumsily worded and enacted 

that it opened up a whole industry devoted to either protecting Employers or prose-

cuting them. Even the various amendments have done nothing to alleviate the fears 

many Employers have of this singular piece of legislation. And don’t forget, for the 

word “Employer”, substitute any of “Landowner”, “Land Manager”, “Farmer”, 

“Regional Authority”, “Territorial Authority” or even “Department of Conserva-

tion”. 

 

For all of these are to some extent or other an “Employer”, and this Health and Safe-

ty in Employment Act mandates that they take care not only of “Employees”, but 

also “Visitors” to the “Workplace”. 

 

Damned, all these words. However, for any person occupying land as a function of 

their business, the land itself becomes the “Workplace”. So in effect, anywhere you 
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venture off-road is bound to be someone’s “Workplace”. The powers that OSH have 

over the “Employers” in regard to their “Workplace” is quite draconian. Any acci-

dent, or near-accident occurring in one of these “Workplaces” comes under OSH’s 

web of influence. 

 

Anyone remember the first real threat of prosecution under the early H&SE ? A Ta-

ranaki bee-keeper drove his 4WD across a weakened bridge, the bridge gave way 

and the bee-keeper plunged to his death. The rumours abounded. Who’s bridge was 

it? Who’s responsibility was it to “care” for the bee-keeper? No-one truly came to 

grips with the details, since it attracted so much media attention. 

 

The Landowners almost bankrupted themselves on defence costs. The fact that they 

lost their farm, home and livelihood escalated them almost to cause celebre status. 

Despite winning their case on appeal, the financial damage has already been done. 

Compensation is still under discussion but offers to date seem to be well short of 

what the family spent defending themselves and proving their innocence.  

 

Federated Farmers got in on the act (no pun intended) very early on in the scene, and 

made a recommendation that no landowner should allow anyone who is not an em-

ployee onto their property – that was specifically aimed at recreational users. Be-

lieve it or not, that recommendation still applies to this date!  

 

So what’s all this got to do with the Club and its Members and their Insurances?  

 

Good question. 

 

As I said at the start, the Health and Safety in Employment Act has far-reaching 

implications – even for the Club. Whilst in any “Workplace” (read anywhere we 

go), we also have a duty of care. That may be a duty of care at “Common Law”, or it 

could be considered a duty under the H&SE Act. As part of the whole Industry that 

has arisen around this act, OSH now investigate any serious incident. They work 

closely with the Police and participate in the decision making process as to whether 

prosecutions are warranted. 

 

It is simple Human Nature that Officers of OSH should seek to expand their hori-

zons. It is after all in their own self-interest to have as wider-ranging power base as 

possible. Even if not deliberate, simple psychology tells us that with each new set of 

circumstances, the boundaries that an OSH officer sets himself will expand. The 

scope of interference becomes slightly wider with each new day. Before long OSH 

are looking at all serious incidents whether involving an “Employee” a “Workplace” 

or not. 

 

Recently we have seen tragic deaths at some motor events. The “Queenstown Inci-

dent” as it has become known is perhaps well remembered. Here a couple of Offi-

cials at a race meeting where accused of being negligent in their albeit voluntary 

duties. Initially facing charges of Manslaughter and Criminal Nuisance, it was only 

again after large sums were spent on defence costs, and the intervention of Motor-

sport was the matter settled – not resolved, simply settled. Charges were withdrawn, 
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but no case law was ever established. 

 

At Te Marua, a wheel came off a vehicle and injured a spectator. Charges were laid 

and at a depositions hearing, the JP threw out the case saying that he did not believe 

a jury would convict. He did not say that there was no case to answer, so again no 

case law established here either. 

 

In Christchurch along the Port Hills, a bicycle race went sadly awry when a vehicle 

somehow got onto the supposedly closed road and was involved in a fatal collision 

with a lady competitor. As I understand, charges of Criminal Nuisance have been 

laid against the race officials, and the matter will be before the Courts soon.  

 

However, to date, there has been no real test case at law. The Police have no defined 

“boundary” to their powers, neither do OSH. Until some test cases are brought be-

fore the Courts, and those cases are taken to appeal, and even beyond to the Privy 

Council or whatever higher Court may replace it, until all this happens, there is no 

definition as to the scope of the powers of the law enforcement agencies.  

 

Now here’s the rub. The Police and OSH are simply looking for cases to put before 

the Courts. As I said, until they can define their limits, they in effect have none.  

 

Now for us.  

 

Consider the case of a normal Family Club Trip. Nothing special, but heaven forbid, 

but something happens and someone is seriously injured or killed. We WILL be 

investigated. Our processes will be looked at. 

 

Did you know, that as part of the amendments to Road Traffic regulations in 1998, 

when public focus was set fairly and squarely on the Photo-Licence debacle, all 

manner of other legislative changes were sort of sneaked through without anyone 

realizing what was happening? Take for instance the weight limits you could drive 

on a “car licence” – used to be 3.5 tonne and never mind the trailer right! Well, since 

1998, the maximum has been the all-up weight of vehicle AND trailer of 4.5 Tonne. 

How many people out there are breaking the law with say a Nissan Patrol towing a 

boat, caravan or other trailer – it won’t take much to put you over the limit. You 

might also find yourself uninsured in such a situation. But did you know about the 

law change – lots of people didn’t – and still don’t to this day.  

 

Likewise, another sneaky little change was to alter the definition of a “Road”. A 

“Road” nowadays is basically anywhere you can get your 4WD. If you’re behind 

locked gates in the Akatarawa Forest, in the bottom of the Rock Garden – you’re on 

a “Road”. You can be prosecuted for all manner of driving offences, speeding, dan-

gerous driving, drink-driving, no warrant, no registration. The list goes on.  

 

You might believe you’re into “off-roading”, but first find somewhere “Off-Road”. 

Next to impossible other than perhaps on a private farm block – even then beware! 

 

So the warnings about all these powers that face us are out in the open for all to see. 

What can we do about it? 
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Another damned good question (I know I asked it rhetorically !)  

 

Well, we can become more conscious of the pernicious nature of the bureaucracy 

that’s out there. By that, I mean we can become proactive in defining the best and 

safest practices we possibly can. You’ve seen what changes we’ve made to the Safe-

ty inspections. The changes to trip categories. The improvements in the delivery of 

Driver Training. The increased and heightened awareness amongst our Trip Leaders 

of the need to carry first-aid kits, become qualified first-aiders, deliver meaningful 

driver-briefings … the list goes on. 

 

None of this has been done because we enjoy doing it. It has been done because in 

this day and age we can’t afford not to. We have to get better still, the process never 

stops. We must be constantly reviewing our Safety Policies, Plans and Records. 

There is no room for complacency.  

 

But what else? 

 

Well, it’s now that I can introduce the concept of Insurance.  

 

How many believe they are adequately insured whilst on a Club trip? How many 

have rung their Insurance Company just to check? If some telephonist say “Yes, of 

course your covered!” Ask for it in writing.  

 

I have yet to hear of anyone having any success getting main-line Insurance Compa-

nies to put in writing the exact cover you enjoy whilst off-road. It’s never happened 

that I know of. Don’t rely on the non-descript voice of reassurance at the end of the 

phone. If in doubt check it out IN WRITING ! 

 

Many insurance policies will stipulate that you are covered “…anywhere in New 

Zealand….”, but watch out. Have you declared to your Insurance Company that 

your vehicle is to be used off-road? Failure to disclose such information can and has 

been used in the past to decline a claim. Use off-road could be seen to be a higher-

risk, and should therefore be disclosed so that a suitably higher premium can be ne-

gotiated. If you don’t disclose such things, don’t be surprised if a claim is turned 

down. 

 

Do you participate in Club champs? Again, have you declared that to the Insurance 

Company. Do any of you compete in a Nation Series Trial? or a Winch Challenge, 

Mud Plug or whatever where public spectators are invited along. If you do, are you 

insured? Can you trust the event organizers to have adequate cover not only for 

themselves, but for you as Competitor?  

 

Don’t assume, check it out before you need to make a claim.  

 

But even if you are insured, what cover do you have?  

 

Most prudent people will have some form of Third-Party Liability. You should also 

have some form of Public Liability. But what about Statutory Liabilities? What 

about cover for you if you assist a Trip Leader? What about cover for the Trip Lead-
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ers? What about Defence Costs against any of the things we’ve talked about so far. 

At least $250,000 for a good defence against a Manslaughter Charge that goes to 

appeal. What about simple fire suppression?  

 

Many people rely on their household policy for Rural Fire cover. Excellent – except 

of course that cover is usually null and void whilst driving a motor vehicle. Fine if 

your barbeque gets out of control at lunch-time, but if the truck breaks into flames 

and destroys the forest, no cover. 

 

But the Club has Third Party Liability and Fire Suppression Cover right? Well true, 

but only exceptionally limited. And even then, if the person who starts a fire can be 

identified, the insurance Companies will take action to recover their costs.  

 

Anyone remember the hunter who brewed a billy the other year? Burnt down a for-

est, lost his house, home and all his income just paying for the fire suppression. 

Simply because he wasn’t adequately insured. 

 

What then am I proposing for Insurances?  

 

Number One. We cannot rely on everyone having adequate fires suppression insur-

ance. How would we be able to prove it to say Carter Holt Harvey? Can we produce 

300 cover notes to show that everyone is correctly covered? No of course we can’t. 

So we must work on the worst case scenario and assume no-one has adequate cover 

for anything ! This is the fundamental precept of this work. If you say “Well I Know 

I’m Insured” – prove it to me – show me a letter from your Insurance Company de-

tailing the cover you have whilst on a Club Trip. Then get every other Member to do 

the same thing. 

 

Realistically then we must carry all the Insurances necessary to cover not only the 

simple cases, but we must also look to protect the Club, the Committee, Officers, 

Helpers, Trip Leaders, Members and Visitors. In a nutshell - everyone. 

 

OK, so what cover does the Club need to provide to protect Everyone?  

 

Lets Start with a short list:- 

 

Public Liability  

 

covers:- 

 

 Members, Committee, Club and Helpers - while about Club business 

 Includes all trips & reccies - but NOT traveling to/from a trip - that's normal 

car insurance 

 Legal Fees 

 Accidents / damage to 3rd parties - but not Member to Member collision 

 Rural Forest & Fire $500K 

 Punitive & Exemplary $1M 

 General Indemnity  $2M - includes personal injury 

 No motor exclusion - actually includes unregistered vehicles 



Cross Country Chronicle 

 Based on "Motorsport wording" 

 $500 excess 

 

Criminal & Civil Defence Costs 

 

 Cost of defence against Criminal suit eg manslaughter, criminal nuisance 

 All legal fees 

 Applies to members, executive & helpers  

 

Statutory Liability 

 

 Fines & penalties under acts of parliament 

 All legal fees 

 Applies to members, executive & helpers 

 

Directors & Officers (or Association Liability)  

 

 Primarily covers creditors & legal fees for financial default  

 

 

Of all these, perhaps the Directors and Officers can be ignored, since the Club actu-

ally has no serious liabilities. Certainly, no liabilities that it cannot currently meet. If 

we take out a mortgage to purchase a property, then that will change. But for now, 

we can if necessary do without. 

 

We made provision in this year’s budget for a little over $6,000 to cover the cost of 

a robust insurance policy. I am pleased to be able to report that we can obtain cover 

for less than that, although the actual figures have not yet been finalised.  

 

I will be making a recommendation at next Club Night as to what policy (and at 

what cost) we should in-

vest in, and seeking for-

mal approval to go ahead 

and take out the cover. 

 

This has taken a lot of 

effort over the past two 

years to get to this stage, 

and I want to take this 

opportunity to thank eve-

ryone who has helped 

complete what has been a 

very thorough review. 

Thanks also to the various 

Brokers who have so pa-

tiently helped by answer-

ing so many “dumb” ques-

tions. 

 

Andrew, Sarah and Matt from Auckland at Pureora Forest in 
2001.  Andrew was very surprised at what we put our shiny 
trucks through.  It was good to met people from other clubs in 
places like Pureora Forest. 
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 Fire Extinguishers  
 
A reminder from our Safety Officer that the 
Club’s fire extinguisher specification has a 
minimum size required of 0.9 kg dry powder 
or 1 litre foam. 
 
And also, members should have their fire extinguishers 
checked yearly, and Wormalds in Cuba St Petone will do this 
service free of charge.  

First Aid Training July 2002 

  

Arrangements  

 

A 16 hour First Aid training course has been organ-
ised for the evenings of  

 Wednesday 3 July 6 pm to 10 pm  

 Thursday 4 July 6 pm to 10 pm  

 Thursday 11 July 6 pm to 10 pm  

 Wednesday 17 July 6 pm to 10 pm 
The courses will run from 6 to 10 pm, with a short coffee break. The course 
is NZQA certified. The courses are run at 47 Collingwood St, in the St Johns 
Centre, at Waterloo in Lower Hutt. The cost to participants is $40 (the bal-
ance of the cost is picked up by CCVC), cheques to be made payable to the 
Cross Country Vehicle Club.  

 

Assessment  

 

The assessment is carried out during the training by the participants demon-
strating what they have learned as they go - there is no written exam. Don't 
be put off by the word "assessment" - the courses are serious, but they're 
good fun.  

 

Expressions of Interest  

 

At the next club night, you can register your interest in attending this course, 
or contact me directly.  

 

Wayne Jansen  
Safety Officer (04 478 7311 or 025 467 935)  
Email rowan.anderson@xtra.co.nz 



Invitation to members of other clubs: 
 
Members of recognised 4WD clubs are wel-
come to attend CCVC trips.  On presentation 
of your membership card you will receive the 
same privileges as CCVC members. 

Four Wheel Drive trials return to Wellington 
 
Labour Weekend 2002 will see the return of competitive four wheel drive (4wd) trials 
to Wellington when the Valley 4wd Club hosts the opening round of the national 
championship season.  
 
They will be holding the King Toyota Deadwood 4x4 trial at the Aotea block in Pori-
rua. The very best 4wd vehicles and drivers will be competing for victory in this Cen-
tral zone event and as part of the national series to be crowned NZ champion. There 
will be the opportunity to see up to 60 top competitors and their amazing specially 
built 4wd trial vehicles trying to drive through bogs, hill climbs and impossible side 
slopes. 
 
The King Toyota Deadwood trial will be held on Sunday 27th October at the Aotea 
block in Porirua. The Deadwood returns after a break of three years for probably the 
last time at this prime spot. It is an easy place to find with simple access from SH1. 
 
The competition consists of 30 hazards (or obstacles) where crews of a driver and 
navigator try to get their vehicles through a difficult combination of slopes, turns, im-
passable terrain and other obstacles. The most modified vehicles have; V8 motors, 
long travel, height adjustable suspension, four wheel steering independent braking 
and locking differentials and appear in D class. Drivers come from all over the North 
Island and should include current NZ champion Lance Brasting, as well as top com-
petitors, Chace Rhodda and Theo Spanbroek. 
 
For further details contact Peter Osborne at 04 - 235 5644 
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Item ex Tuesday’s Dominion 
 

Offroaders rescued 
Fourteen people were rescued by helicopter yesterday from the 
Inangahua River, on the West Coast, after rising water trapped their 
vehicles,  Members of the Greymouth four-wheel-drive club were res-
cued from the roofs of their vehicles and from an island. 



Welfare Report 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:  Club Fees & Costs 

 

I feel that due to the rising cost of membership + the $5 levy on top of any access 
fees it is slowly but surely pushing the cost of 4wd to level where the average family 
cannot afford such costs. Sure $75 is not a lot of money to a larger proportion of the 
club, where as for a few it can be the make or break of such a hobby for them. This 
will end up in the club being too expensive to belong to, and having people accessing 
land privately or even illegally because to cost of belonging to the club is to high.  

 

The Fees over the last few years have started to climb rather dramatically, Mean-
while there has been little or no attempt by the newer members to run fundraisers, 

Well living in the  Welfare Officers house has been a jink so far. First I had a 
terrible cold for a couple of weeks, then I slipped 2 discs in my back, Neil 
tried beating the traffic lights and lost and pulled something in his knee which 
has to be operated on next week, then I cop a blow to the head in the w/end 
(and they call it a family shiny) didn’t know it was my head that was going to 
get the shine. Thank goodness for a head full of hair (sorry guys I know 
some of you can’t relate to that). So anything dumb I say or do in the future, 
will be blamed on the blow to the head. 

 

And no contrary to the WCCVC grapevine, there is NO SPARE ROOM in 
our garage, for anything or anyone. 

 

NEWS 

 

Audrey Jones - has had a Knee operation, I just hope David has done all the 
cooking and cleaning while Audrey has been off her feet. Hope you on the 
road to recovery now Audrey. 

 

Andy Cockroft - Has been laid low for the last few weeks, getting over a bad 
case of the flu, although did see him briefly in the weekend. Look after your-
self. 

 
 

Barbara Blackie (Z RED 1) 
More on that next month 

 

 

PS Thought for the Month - WELCOME THE MISHAPS 

 

There’s a powerful old saying about the nature of mistakes - the person who 
makes no mistakes seldom makes anything. 

 

Mishaps and mistakes are simply reminders that life is a creative process. 
And what lies ahead can be enhanced by experiencing what has gone be-
fore. 
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and as in all clubs, the fundraising gets left to the few. This has resulted in the few, 
getting sick of the attitude of the club, who all raise their hands to run a fundraiser, 
but when it comes to the crunch, are all to busy. This is probably due to the newer 
members having deeper pockets than the older members. It seems that money is no 
real object to a large proportion of the club. The other members whose income is 
limited, find it harder and harder to participate on the same levels . I myself have 
hand built my vehicle into its current form, This has taken numerous years to acheive 
and a lot of scrimping and saving.  

 

Everything we do as the club has a effect on the for want of a better term “poorer” 
members. A social these days can cost up to $30 per head, by the time you have 2 
people, alcohol and paid the baby sitters things get expensive. A club social used to 
be guys bring the alcohol, girls bring a plate, door charge $5 if we had to hire the hall. 
Usually we had the social in a paddock, hayshed or shearing shed. A lot of fun was 
had and the costs were minimal. 

 

People who have worked for their income and are fortunate enough to have a good 
one are entitled to spend it, but spare a thought for those who do not have the good 
income or have the large mortgage, we want to enjoy the club to, but if it costs a for-
tune to participate, then for-going it may become the norm rather than the exception.  

 

I have spoken to a few older members who are rapidly becoming disillusioned with 
the club and the direction it has taken over the few years.  One member of approx 25 
years is very close to resigning from the club.  There are also others including my self 
seriously contemplating associate membership rather than a full membership, you 
still get a newsletter, and best of all the fees for this did not rise. 

 

The insurance costs while the figure of $6500 have been thrown around and the fees 
were set for this possibility of having to pay this amount, but what happens if the in-
surance comes in at $2000? Are we going to get a refund of fees pro-rata of the 
cheaper cost?, I don’t think so.  

 

Also what is the defined objective for the club funds, we seem hell bent on accumu-
lating funds directly off the membership via fees and $5 subsidies, we happily run 
fundraisers for other clubs and charities, Why can we not take a “cut” of these funds 
raised, this can help offset the funds we seem to need for this insurance, I would 
assume, that if the club runs a fundraiser, and we managed to burn the forest down, 
we would be calling on our insurance to pay for it, If on average a charity make 
$5000 profit then we should take at least 
20% for our selves, we could sell this on 
the terms that they are using our insurance 
to cover it. This would only take 5 or 6 such 
events to cover our costs created by having 
this insurance, there by keeping the cost to 
our selves a whole lot cheaper. 

 

 I believe the club should be run on a break 
even basis, not a lets make a 18 grand 
profit in three years with no fundraisers!! 

 
 

Pedro 
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Grants Hard Yakka trip into Puketiro Forest 

  

Have you ever had one of those days when the tracks just not wide enough, 
the bloody throttle seems to have only on and off, and someone must have 
changed all the gears around in your gearbox.  Wife Jillie and sproglett 
Mitchell decided to grace me with their presence for this trip after being awol 
on the last two or three.  Six of us including Pedro trying out his new coil 
springs in the Jeep, driving happily along a nice narrow little track with a big 
drop off when Grant calls over the Radio to remind us about the washout 
going up the track.  "yeh yeh, why's he breaking the lovely silence, I know 
where the bloody washouts are"  says me inwardly. "Mitchell, is that radio 
aerial fully retracted, the bush hangs out a bit here" asks me, as I feel the 
wheels falling over the washout.  "Stop a minute please Grant" calls me over 
the radio. "Mitchell made me drive over the bloody washout." 

  

Anyway everyone can make one mistake I'm thinking as I winch back up.  At 
least I didn't need to try out the Roll Bar. 

  

Drove to the end of the track and we are coming back, Grant decides not to 
remind us about the narrow bits this time thank goodness.  We are all capa-
ble of doing it right.  Oops that tree hangs over a bit I'm thinking as I steer 
my R/T aerial around it. Amazing, why are we sliding sideways over the 
edge.  “Grant hold up, I’ve parked for a minute.”  “Anything wrong” replies 
Grant over the R/T.  “No no, just that the track is not where I’ve parked.” Oh 
well at least Mitchell is asleep and won’t give me a hard time.  Anyway eve-
ryone can make a mistake I’m thinking as I winch back up. That roll bar real-
ly works, it hasn’t rolled since I got that built.  

  

Down to a swampy bit and lets all see if we can get up the hill after the 
mudhole. Some have done it, some are waiting, I’ll just take it easy, lockers 
on, and off we go, oops stuck, too slow, actually maybe high ratio will be bet-
ter in this mud, really spin those wheels.  Three more attempts and stuck 
forwards huge revs backwards, a donut, damn, why won’t it stay straight, 
now all my mates are laughing. Pedro calls out after he composes himself, 
“why don’t you put it in 4WD”? Oh no, pushed the lever too far, now I’m get-
ting angry with this Safari, can’t it do what it should? Stupid little lever any-
way.  Now its in 4WD, up another gear, man this V8 is pumping out some 
horsepower, another two thousand revs at the top just to show them, oh oh 
the back end has let go, bang, into a damn Pine tree.  

  

Anyway everyone can make a mistake I’m thinking as I get out to inspect the 
damage to the tree. 

  

Now lets up the tricky bit, Grant drives it, Guy drives it, Pedro drives it, piece 
of cake I reckon anyway I’ve driven it before.  Lets go, lots of revs, man this 
V8’s humming, bit more gas over the hump, damn too much and sideways 
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and now have another go and 
sideways again (all three times).  
Yes I do know that those 
Swampers work better on the 
ground not spinning madly, may-
be the throttle is sticky.  

  

Anyway everyone can make a 
mistake I’m thinking as I winch 
up the hill and at least no one else will be able to drive it now that I’ve really 
ripped it up.  I did not even look as Eric drove his Safari up without even 
spinning a wheel. (and he still hasn’t fitted his Chevy yet). 
  
Anonymous. 

Club member Pete Tilby and 
his dog Cloudy as they ap-
peared on the front page of 
the Evening Post recently. 

Reminders: 
 
1.  Don’t forget that the 
old club trailer is up for 
tender.  All tenders to 
PO Box 38-762, Te 
Puni, Wellington marked 
“Trailer Tender”. 
 
2.  The club marquee is 
now held by Antony 
Royal so any bookings 
must go directly to Anto-
ny. 



Ain't it amazing the things you find when researching the laws of New 
Zealand:- 
 
It is still an offence under the Police Offences Act 1884 to 
"Permit a mare to be served by a horse on a road", punishable 
by a fine of £5 (five pounds) 
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Pix ex internet.  The sign above reads “Some asshole 
talking on his cell phone got creamed”. 
 
Below - bit of an oopsy! 
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Not sure 
where these 
photos were 
taken!!! 
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More pics from  
Taihape 




















