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The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 
 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!!  We need any articles, trip reports, technical 
items, “How-To’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  Please post to 10 Matariki Grove, 

Wainuiomata,  fax to 04 914 5825 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 
 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or 

as a private individual, the following person/s should be contacted 
in the first instance: 

 

Jim Johnson   04 938 9404 (home) or 021 389 404 
Gavin Holden  04 478 4666 (hm) or 025 249 1959 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive or 
committee members.  Publication of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally 
accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this area.  The mention of products, service proce-
dures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or it’s Editor. 

Position Name Home Work Fax Cellphone 
Club Officers 
President Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 233 1192 021 612 216 
Vice President Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
Secretary Neil Blackie 587 0456 916 8715  021 210 9801 
Treasurer Jeff Simpson 233 8873 237 1148  025 405 415 
Land Access Mgr’s Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 233 1192 021 612 216 
 Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
New Members Officer Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849   021 131 0647 
Newsletter Editor Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 5812 914 5825 025 448 089 
Safety Officer Wayne Jansen 461 7240   025 467 935 
Trip Co-Ordinator Marcel Van Dorrestein 234 8054 471 4725 471 0395 027 243 4243 
Additional Officers 
Accounts Officer Currently unappointed 
Archivist Tony Brown 04 905 9546  04 905 9547 025 671 8990 
Asset Manager Carl Furniss 567 9599   025 201 2529 
Club Captain Roger Seymour 586 2518   021 424 351 
Competition Officer Neil Blackie 587 0456 916 8715  021 210 9801 
Complaints Officer David Jones 567 6464 569 3352 569 3060 0274 452 500 
Driver Training Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
Entertainment Officer John Vruink 567 1142 025 439 981  025 439 981 
NZFWDA Delegate Paul Adams 235 7102 569 1343  021 941 343 
Tread Lightly! Delegate Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 025 482 319 
PANZ Delegate Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 025 482 319 
Membership Database Marcus Steeneken    021 439 183 
Publicity Officer Paul Adams 235 7102   021 941 343 
Search & Rescue Jim Johnson 938 9404   021 389 404 
Track Maintenance Ray Harkness 970 5348 
Trophy Monitor John Vruink 567 1142 025 439 981  025 439 981 
Webmaster Mark Wilson 973 4782 920 3374  029 920 3374 
Welfare Officer Barbara Blackie 587 0456    
Committee Member 1 Larry Haines 567 0902   025 538 525 
Committee Member 2 Colin Landy 04 299 8188 0274 444 789  0274 444 789 
Committee Member 3 Currently unappointed 
Committee Member 4 Currently unappointed 
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Front cover photo:  This pix  

Hi there 

 

Been yet another quiet month for me in the four wheel drive department - but 
I did have an excellent tiki tour around the South Island during the last 
school holidays.  Central Otago and the mountains, Queenstown, Wanaka 
and Dunedin, all great places to visit.  Only really needed 4WD in a few plac-
es, and some of those were tar sealed roads covered with ice!  You get a 
really interesting feeling when the back of your truck slowly drifts off in a dif-
ferent direction to the front, especially on 
dead straight tar sealed roads - glad there 
was nothing coming in the other direction! 
 

Now that the tow hook specifications are 
finalized and published (see the club 
memberzone) don’t forget to get your ve-
hicle inspections done (deadline 31/10). 
 

And subscriptions are also due now, so 
send them plus the form back too. 
 
 
Alan... 

Editorial Ramblings 
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Welcome to the August newslette I reminder to
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all Club trips: 

 

  1. Front and rear tow hooks  2. Shovel 
  3. Fire extinguisher   4. First-aid kit 
  5. Basic tool kit   6. Kinetic rope or strop 
   7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicles 

 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip lead-

er has the authority to exclude you from the trip. 
 

Equipment Required 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority 

follow their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 
2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member 

who invited them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly im-

portant when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles 
taking the wrong track because of the driver in front not obeying this 
rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter 
 from time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements 
as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety 
reasons.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the 
circumstances of the trip permit.  The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away 
vehicles or drivers that do not comply.  The updated trip category definitions are in-
cluded towards the end of the Chronicle. 
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Upcoming
Events

Aug 15-Sep 8:  Outback Australia Safari 25 days.  
Brisbane to Brisbane, via Simpson Desert.  Hire vehi-
cles; 100 Series Landcruisers, fully equipped for outback 

use.  Contact Explore by 4x4 at www.explore4x4.co.nz 
 
Sep 11-12:  NZ4WD magazine readers trip -  Woodhill 
Forest.  Two identical one day trips in the Woodhill 

Forest.  Contact Mechelle on 09 478 4771 or send email 
to subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
Sep 18-25:  Xtreme International.  Landcruiser Moun-

tain Park, Jimna, Queensland.  $15 per person per day, 
camping $10 per vehicle.  Check out the website at 
www.xtreme4x4sport.com.au 
 
Oct 22-25:  Coastal Land Rovers 2004.  A four day get 

together for all Land Rover owners, much like Glenorchy 
2002.  For more information www.coastalrovers.com 
 
Oct 24:  King Toyota Deadwood Safari.  NZ4WDA 
National Trials Round 1.  Aotea Block, Porirua.  Hosted 
by Valley 4WD Club.  Contact Andy Mitchell on 04 920 
7741 or email new@king.toyota.co.nz 
 
Nov 6:  Taihape Rotary 4x4 Desert Event.  Waiouru.  

New format, details to follow. 
 
Nov 12-16:  Denny’s Restaurants NZ 4x4 Challenge.  
4x4 Challenges NZ Inc.  See the official website at 
www.auckland4wd.org.nz  Contact Peter Vahry 09 524 
0474 or 027 431 0923 
 
Nov 20-21:  NZ4WD magazine readers trip -  Central 
Plateau.  Two day trip (can do one day if desired) in the 

Central Plateau area.  Contact Mechelle on 09 478 4771 
or send email to subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
From Jan 16, 2005:  Northland Kauri Coast Safari .  
Starting from Dargaville, This is early warning that this 
very popular event is on again in 2005.  For more info 
contact 09 439 6014, 021 262 0098 or send an email to 

kauricoastsafari@hotmail.com 
 
Feb 12-14, 2005:  Waikaia/Switzers High Country 4x4 
Jamboree.  Runs each day out of Waikaia, easy to 

extreme trips.  Evening meal each day.  $300 for entrant 
and co-driver.  Contact Lenox Allison 03 903 0202 or 
email lenoz.a@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, 
publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine.  Potential participants should contact the 

event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any 
changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Troy Manderson 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Steve Lacey 
Wellington Vehicle Compliance 
17 - 20 Rutherford St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 570 6039 
 
Robbie Bromley 
Jones Automotive Services 
136B Jackson St 
Petone 
Ph.  04 568 3010 
 
Grant Guy 
James Oliver 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Mike Egan 
M Gall 4 Wheel Drive 
3 Happy Valley Road 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 383 6554 
 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Paul Adams 
Fully Equipped 
453 Hutt Road 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 569 1343 
 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 or 021 389 404 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and make an 
appointment before turning up for an inspec-
tion! 
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North Range Road  26 June 2004 

 

Saturday 26 June 9.30 am CCVC meantime 

 

Here we all were, ten trucks, day threatening to rain and cut through by a 
sharp little breeze at the Ashhurst Mobil. Money, drivers briefing – you know 
the drill – and then it was off up to the TV mast. Across the Pohangina River 
on a Bailey Bridge, which replaced that washed out in February, and up 
through the Woodville Saddle Road through the new windfarm. Man, those 
turbine blades are huge when they are lying on the ground,  then off up a 
gravel road which degenerated to track status, though still in 2 wheel drive,  
to the mast at the top of the hill.  Great views across Palmerston North to the 
sea, the Manawatu Plain south to Levin and on the other side from Pahiatua 
to Dannevirke. The outside temperature was apparently 8deg but if you filled 
in the wind chill factor it was much, much less than that! That over, it was 
down to the other side to Woodville and  back to the gorge entrance and 
across the balance bridge where we stopped for lunch in the relative sunny 
shelter of the reserve. 

 

Lunch over it was onwards and upwards to the wind farm and the start of 
North Range Road.  Ron headed on in leading the way and taking the high 
route. I called through and asked how deep low route was. He didn’t know. I 
suggested he look, to save me walking all the way over there; to which he 
politely and very so firmly suggested that when I got there I might like to get 
out and look! Fair enough too…too bloody cold and slippery to get out if you 
didn’t need to.  
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Round the corner and the ruts are really starting to get to diff scraper level 
and getting wet. Ron took it a little slowly and ground to a halt, cross axled 
and on his diffs. Winch out and a quick recovery. Everyone else got through 
with a bit more speed though Ron was sure that his diffs scraping off the top 
made the difference.  

 

We all managed to get through the muddy and boggy bits (last time I did this 
was in 2wd end to end – not to be smart but because it was possible!) to the 
play area. After a bit of hesitation we decided to have a bit of a go. I have yet 
to go into here and come out without some sort of damage. Managed to 
drive round it this time though there were some ominous flexing sounds of 
lower door panels as I scraped along the side of the trench. Noel had a go in 
his Nissan and got hung up on the most ridiculously small ridge of mud as 
the truck fishtailed back and forwards. Got through in the end. After several 
had had a play in the milder sections it was time to head off along  to the 
Pahiatua Track, pump up the tyres and head off home just beating the rain.  

 

I’d tossed up whether to be bothered going all that way just to do North 
Range Road. The decider was I’d done hardly any trips this year and it was 
time for a breath of fresh air. Fresh it was but the girls and I still really en-
joyed the views, sploshing along North Range Road and of course, the com-
pany.  Thanks Ron 
 
David Sole 
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Membership Discounts 
 
The following companies in the Wellington are 
offering very generous discounts to Club Mem-
bers - please support these businesses as they 
support our interests: 
 

     Firestone   New tyres 
     Cookes   Strops, ropes and recovery equipment 
     NZ Car Parts  Second hand car parts 
     Fully Equipped  4WD parts and service 
     BNT    Filters, vehicle parts and  accessories 
     TWL    Vehicle parts and accessories 
 Pipeline Supplies  Pipe & fittings (for rollcage, etc) 
 Twiggs   Products 
 King Toyota   Trade prices on parts & accessories 
 Diesel & Turbo  Products and Services 
 Taranaki Street Tyres Tyres, Tubes and Alighments 
 Gold Coast Mechanical Parts and Servicing 
 DE McMillan   Private Panel & Paint 
  
Please show your membership card to obtain all discounts. 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 10 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 11 

ROMANCE 
Smart man + smart woman = romance 
Smart man + dumb woman = affair 
Dumb man + smart woman = marriage 
Dumb man + dumb woman = pregnancy  
OFFICE ARITHMETIC 
Smart boss + smart employee = profit 
Smart boss + dumb employee = production 
Dumb boss + smart employee = promotion 
Dumb boss + dumb employee = overtime  
SHOPPING MATH 
A man will pay $2 for a $1 item he needs. 
A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that she 
doesn't need.  
 
A woman worries about the future until she 
gets a husband.  A man never worries about 
the future until he gets a wife. 
 
A successful man is one who makes more 
money than his wife can spend. A success-
ful woman is one who can find such a man. 
 
To be happy with a man, you must under-
stand him a lot and love him a little. To be 
happy with a woman, you must love her a 
lot and not try to understand her at all. 
 
Married men live longer than single men do, 
but married men are a lot more willing to 
die. 
 
A woman marries a man expecting he will 
change, but he doesn't. A man marries a 
woman expecting that she won't change, 
and she does. 
 
A woman has the last word in any argu-
ment.  Anything a man says after that is the 
beginning of a new argument. 
 
 

HOW TO STOP PEOPLE FROM BUGGING YOU ABOUT GETTING MAR-
RIED Old aunts used to come up to me at weddings, poking me in the 
ribs and cackling, telling me, "You're next." They stopped after I started do-
ing the same thing to them at funerals.  

Toyota 
-Barry Grump 

 
Toyota in the Sheraton 
Toyota in the mud 
Toyota on the motorway 
Or churning through the flood. 

 
Toyota in the sandhills 
Toyota in the town 
Toyota parked in Dargaville 
With people hanging round. 

 
Toyota for a pack-horse 
Toyota for a leap 
Toyota for the open road 
when everyone's asleep. 

 
Listening to a western tape 
The headlights on the line 
We want to make the Ferry 
And she sails at half past nine. 

 
With a deer across the bull-bar 
And a live one on the back 
We boot her through the lupin 
And make ourselves a track. 
 
Toyota towing Henry's truck 
Or humming through the Haast, 
Looking for a camping-place 
We knew of in the past. 

 
Free of spares and spanners 
On easy roads and rough 
I spin my new Toyota 
From the North Cape to the Bluff. 
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Track Maintenance 
 

Do you know of any tracks that are in need 
of some maintenance?  If you do then 
please make some notes to indicate where 
and what repairs are required (digital 
photos & GPS co-ordinates would be nice) 
and give the details to Ray Harkness at a 
clubnight or email them to 
rayh@paradise.net.nz 
 
NB:  Please do not ask us to do any work 
that would make "The 24 Hour 
Track"  into  "The 12 Hour Track" though! 
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CCVC Tyre Discounts 

For those of us in the market for one or a set of tyres, 
Marcus has arranged a great discount for club mem-
bers. The discount covers both Firestone and Bridge-
stone tyre brands. 
 
For further details, contact Marcus on 021 439 183. 

Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have 
access to the club’s website memberzone? If not then have a word with a committee 
member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s members.   

 

Some useful email addresses are: 

   

  Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 
  Lists@ccvc.org.nz (contact the person who administers the list servs) 
  Trips@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Trip Coordinator) 
  Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 
  Database@ccvc.org.nz (contact the membership database administrator) 
  Access@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 
  NZ4WDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 
  Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the club treasurer) 

Please note that if would like to receive club news announcements 

from news@ccvc.org.nz and have an e-mail account, then drop 

our database administrator an email on database@ccvc.org.nz 

and you will be included on the news list.  Note that this is not 

an automatic thing, you need to ask. 

mailto:news@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
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Hi All.  Called in to 
Glengary for a early 
cuppa on the way up to 
Odlins Rd today as a 
reckie for next month.  
Into the car park and 
there where two other 
club trips on as well a 
lot of wagons - Twin 
Harbour Club lead by 
Jason in his white 
Toyota Surf (their 2nd 
club trip? they have 
keys to PCC Aotea 
block ?????) & Ab-
bott's Creek lead by 
Rick Procter in his 
Range Rover.  There 
where a number of 
CCVC wag-
ons there with the Twin 
Harbour trip. I was on 
my own but had radio 
contact with oth-
ers ???? as it turn out. 
I went down the first 
track and waited at the 
landing for Jason and 
his team of wagons to 
arrive to go further 
down then I went back 
up to the main track 
heading toward the green hut for lunch. Got to the summit OK but on the way down 
there was a 'new' FJ 40 V8 Cruiser number plate  R U T  hanging over the edge of a 
straight bit of the track, had his winch out but was heading further down as his winch 
had jammed so I hooked on the back of stop him from further trouble then Abbott's 
Creek started coming up the track, working with them on one side and me on the top 
side.  We got the  R U T back on the track only to find the steering gear was bent so 
with "Kiwi eng" it was made mobile . Abbott's Creek headed up to do side tracks, R U 
T  and myself  headed down toward the Green Hut . I had lunch about 3.30pm then 
headed toward the five day slip by myself.  I got to the slip about 4.20pm, put up a 
warning strip to warn / advise of a mother of a slip, came back out to the river crossing 
where Twin Harbour were having a time in one of the tracks.  I came back to Akata-
rawa Rd car park to find R U T was blowing up his 35ins Wranglers and I see he had 
wound his cable round his bull bar.  Very nice cruiser, all the gear but he doesn't be-
long  to any club yet.  The 'talk' of the day was about CCVC tow hook specs!! and 
some members not renewing their subs because of the cost of changing their hooks!! 

Happy 4WDriving     Steve 104 
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Don’t forget that the club has four comprehensive first aid kits that 
are available for trip leaders to carry on any trips they lead.  They 

are a backup emergency kit that is  
supplementary to those kits carried by individual trip members.  

  

Contact the Safety Officer to arrange collection. 

There is a new four wheel drive 
company just setup in the Lower 
Hutt area - we are working on 
getting a more permanent advert, 
but in the meantime give Carl a 
call on 04 976 5325. 

Our dog, Sophie, has been missing since Friday (23/07/04) afternoon.  We 
are really worried and want our “puppy” back home with us.  She is very dis-
tinctive and easy to recognise – Just look for the blue eyes.  We really want 
Sophie back, home isn’t as good without her.  (Ed:  Paramata area I think) 

Ph Marion on 021-784028 with any sightings, or information to Help us find 
Sophie. 
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July Committee Meeting Highlights 

  

 Magazine dates  -  dates related to the publishing of the Chronicle will be placed 

on the Memberzone so club members would know deadlines for submitting articles 
for publication. 

 New Members this month: 

 Ian Babot  - Toyota Hilux 
 Russell Stevens - Toyota Surf  

 Deadwood  -  A volunteer is urgently required to run the Deadwood at Labour 

Weekend next year.  If no one steps forward the club will have to consider forfeiting 
the event. 

 The web project  -  Andrew Farmer (with others) has made great progress in 

redesigning the databases. A “non club member” has agreed to write the application 
at no cost to the club. 

 SAR  -  Jim Johnson is to attend a 4 day Search and Rescue Management 

course. 

 Vehicle Safety Inspectors - The documented procedure for appointing Vehicle 

Safety Inspectors was accepted by the committee. 

 New Safety Inspector appointed  -  Jim Johnson was appointed as a  Vehicle 

Safety Inspector.  Jims contact details will be published in the next magazine.  Con-
gratulations to Jim on his appointment. 

 Vacant Positions  -  Volunteers are required for the following:  Competitions 

Officer, Welfare Officer, Publicity Officer, Tread Lightly Delegate and Public Access 
NZ Delegate and Deadwood Safari Organisor. 
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 Vehicle Inspection Dates Extended  -  Due to the delay in getting tow hook 

specifications and new stickers to the Vehicle Safety Inspectors, the Committee 
agreed that the date for having inspections completed will be extended until the end 
of OCTOBER. 

 Welfare Officer  -  Marion has accepted a work transfer to Auckland and has 

tendered her resignation as Welfare officer.  The committee unanimously agreed that 
she had been doing a wonderful job and accepted the resignation with regret.  A new 
welfare Officer is now required – any volunteers???? 

 Complaints Officer  -  A significant decision has been made regarding one on-

going issue and this will be addressed by Grant in the August  “Presidents Piece” . 

 Christmas Function  -  John V to investigate different venue’s and possibility of 

having the event on a date not so near to Christmas. February was one suggestion. 

 Track Maintenance  -  Sutherlands Track is blocked by a large new slip. There 

is also a slip in Cooks Road that will need attention. A work party is urgently needed 
in Odlins Road. 

 Club Training Office Appointed  -  Ray Harkness was, subject to club ratifica-

tion, appointed as Club Training 
officer. Congratulations to Ray 
on his appointment. Ray pre-
sented a training plan and train-
ing book for prospective mem-
bers. 

Reminders 

 

Don’t forget to get your vehi-
cle safety inspections done 
- deadline is the end of Octo-
ber.  See page 6 for a list of 
current vehicle inspectors 
and make an appointment. 
 
Subscriptions are due by 
the end of August, so send 
those invoices back as soon 
as possible.  I think our hon-
ourable bean counter will 
take your money at Club 
Night, but you need to return 
the form with your payment. 
Note that allowing your subs 
to lapse may mean having to 
go through the new member 
membership application pro-
cess again! 
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Club Member Trades, Services and Supplies 
 

Clare Decorators Ltd - House painting (interior / exterior), wallpaper-

ing, water blasting.  Will do commercial also.  Discount offered to club 

members.  Ph Larry on 567 0902 / 025 538 525 

 

Murton’s Timbercraft - Custom made furniture and specialists in the 

restoration and repair of wooden boats.  If it’s made of wood then 

Peter (boat builder / carpenter / joiner) can make or fix it. 

Murton’s Motor Camp - situated in Porirua, handy for when friends and 

family need somewhere to stay. 

Ph 04 235 9599, email info@murtons.co.nz or visit www.murtons.co.nz  

 

Tinakori Joinery Company Ltd - for all your joinery requirements.  Ph 

Barry on 920 0005 or email tinakori@xtra.co.nz 
 

I’m sure that there must be club members who would like some free adver-
tising, so if you own your own business and would like it mentioned on this 
page, then please contact the editor on 564 3045 or (preferably) email 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 
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Are you sure you are insured??? 
 
If you own a 4X4 and plan to drive the long way home for a bit of fun, take note: AA 
Insurance has tightened controls on protection offered when vehicles are taken off-
road. This is 
due to the rise 
in the number of 
insurance 
claims resulting 
from off-road 
activity in 4X4 
vehicles. 

 

To clarify the 
issue, a clause 
has been in-
cluded in all 
Road Cover 
(motor) policies 
to exclude 
claims for recre-
ational off-road use, unless special agreement has been made with AA Insurance.  
Some exceptions and special conditions apply - so please contact AA Insurance for 
details - phone 0800 500 213. When asked, AA Insurance defined "off-road" as driv-
ing "off any legal sealed or formed road”.  

 

When asked  for an 
explanation of "some 
exceptions and spe-
cial conditions" AA 
Insurance suggested 
that holding a certifi-
cate from a commer-
cial off-road driver 
training establish-
ment, or holding a 
recognised qualifica-
tion (NZQA) in off-
road driving, and 
providing evidence 
of these, would be 
considered a special 
condition, and an 
exception to the off-
road claims exclu-
sion would be added 
to the insured's poli-
cy . 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 20 

An Ode to Members 
 

Before you decide to complain 
just remember why you joined 

Twas  to 4wdrive around the land 
and not to grizzle out of hand 

How does it all happen you may ask? 
Its only coz some take up the task  

to do the time and just for you 
its really only very few. 

So remember as your mouth or pens in gear 
with complaints- they can be oversteer 

and that gears are for trucks not mouths and pens 
so please make up and lets be friends 

 
Murf 

My Little Goodbye. 
 
This will be my last "little spiel" in the CCVC magazine.  I welcome Lynn 
Philips as Welfare Officer for the rest of this year (perhaps longer?) as I de-
part for smoggier shores.  Congratulations and thank you Lynn.  

 

I want to thank so many people.  Many I know by face but can not recall the 
name; The quiet encouragers that have always had time to share a hill 
climb, or coffee after a more unceremonious decent. The workers, that al-
ways have the marquee up, the BBQ hot, and the trips organised.  The Hard 
Yakka "Boys" that have always got a smart comment or quick come back in 
every club meeting (and a broken diff excuse for every other moment).  The 
debaters, that never fail to make a club or committee meeting long, drawn 
out, diverse, and amusing. 
 
The individuals: 

 

John V: for every dinner, Christmas event, function, tent lending, always re-
membering to involve the kids and the families, & somehow eternally wear-
ing jandals and shorts no matter what the temperature! 

 

Welfare Report - August 2004 
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For Sale 
CD / radio or swap for a club radio.  

Contact Bruce Wilson at bigtex100pc@hotmail.com  

 

For Sale 
1 ‘89 Surf long axle housing (from drum to drum minus diffhead)  $50 

2 Wrangler AT tyres 235x75x15  $140 pr 
Contact Mike Andrews on 569 3355 

Geoff L: for getting me over that *bloody* hill, and then getting stuck JUST 
so I could practice a recovery on the next trip out, & for the tip about closing 
the sunroof before doing a bog - excellent tip!! 

 

John K: for the look on your face when we tried to pull you out of (& some-
how almost buried you drivers side low) that bog, and the trips, and fun.  

 

Grant P: for driving The Lady (my truck) back down that sand dune after I so 
cleverly got it up there (in my defence - the view was lovely!).  For chairing 
the club though what has been a turbulent year so far and keeping on going 
when it has often seemed overwhelming. 

 

Lynn: for your humour and so many trips I forget. 

 

Andy C: for many priceless photo opportunities, using The Lady as a bumper 
stop, the website, and your eternal battling spirit.  

 

Bernie: for your welcoming approach to new members of the club (especially 
the females!) and determined spirit to share your knowledge. 

 

Paul A: for the coffees, the friendly words and smiles, support, and having 
not yet found a place to wedge a TV into your "Fully Equipped" truck. 

 

Barbara: for handing the Welfare Officers job over to me so nicely, and then 
giving me absolute stick when I wasn't organised on Trophy night.  

 

Ron: for always being the first to get stuck, and enthusiastically and suc-
cessfully leading so many trips. 
 
And so, so many others. I will miss the opportunities to get out on some of 
the beautiful drives that Wellington has to offer, hopefully Auckland will have 
some hidden beauties to share.  I wish you all happy 4WD'ing.   
 
Thanks and Goodbye all, Marion-Louise. 

If 'new' jeans can now be bought pre-faded, torn and dirty (mud 

washed), to give the lived in look without having to live in them, will we 

soon be able to buy new 4WDs with factory added scratches and 

scuffs, and baked-in dirt? 
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For Sale 

 

5 x Silverstone MT117 280/85 x 16 (approx 35 x 10.5) 
had them on 8" but fit better on 7" or 6" 

Tread has been modified (much improved) but still pass WOF 
Good tread left (approx 14mm) on all. 1 has a bit of a gash in the sidewall 

but is still structurally sound. 
Also 6 tubes to suit, tractor valves, excellent cond, no repairs. 

Selling as 1 lot - $$offers 
 

Andrew Farmer  025 446 803 bus or 383 5667 hm 

Coming up shortly is the Clean Up New Zealand Week - watch 
the club calendar for details on what the club is doing.  

 

History - Clean Up New Zealand 
Keep New Zealand Beautiful has been involved in Clean Up 
Week for many years, with the first formal Clean Up New Zea-
land Week taking place in 1998. This inaugural event saw Keep 
New Zealand Beautiful programmes, together with the support 
of The Warehouse, encourage more than 28,000 volunteers to 
tidy up sites in 28 towns and cities. In 1999 an estimated 
140,000 New Zealanders took part in a second Clean Up New 

Zealand Week and increased to the 155,000 people registered in 2002. 
2003 was the most successful Clean Up to date with over 190,000 people 
participating. 

 

Clean Up New Zealand Week 2004 
Clean Up New Zealand Week 2004 will be held from September 13 - 19 and 
is looking to inspire 250,000 New Zealanders to clean up their local environ-
ment.  

 

The Clean Up New Zealand Trust has worked in partnership with local coun-
cils, schools, the Ministry for the Environment and sponsors for the past 
three years to run a national litter awareness and action campaign during 
and in the lead up to Clean Up NZ Week. This year our corporate sponsors 
are McDonald's, The Warehouse, DDB Advertising and TV3. 

Back To The Ruts 
Saturday 24th July 

 

Ian ran a great trip.  It was a bit like Andy’s family shiny - scratchy – club4x4.  This 
trip was listed as Shiny 4x4 but it was more like club 4x4 - hard yakka.   However, I 
believe everybody had a ball in the mud.  We all met at the corner of Moonshine 
Road and State Highway 58.   Not the place on the trip information sheet that had 
said the corner of Moonshine and State Highway 2!  By 9.30 we had 10 trucks ready 
to go.  Larry knocked his truck about so much last week doing the same ruts that he 
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brought his van along to see if he could reshape it but he ended up jumping in with 
me and leaving the van at the start. 

 

We all headed off and the first interesting bit was going down the zig-zag.  We had a 
V8 jeep with 35 - or was it 37 - inch tyres, that ends up driving off the road and into 
the bank!  The radio call that came over went something like this …his female co pilot 
was playing with his knobs and he ended up in 2WD!!  Likely story! 

 

After a bit of backing up and a bit more backing up he gets himself out and we are on 
our way again.  Down to the bottom, through the water, up the other side, over the 
top at the pylon and then around to the orange hut for morning tea. 

 

After a 15 minute stop we are back on the road and we turn left.  I had not been 
down this track before.  Larry tells me this is where the ruts are that he came to grief 
with last week - what have I let myself in for!!   I am about to find out as we head 
around the corner.  Everybody is out looking at the first lot of ruts, we join them to 
have a better look.   Some of the trucks started through, then comes Paul in the fully 
equipped truck.  I was not quite sure what he was fully equipped for - he seemed to 
be trying to launch his truck into outer space!   

 

We all get through and we are on our way again.  A call comes over the airwaves 
telling us to watch out for a bit of a washout on our right.  I see the washout and keep 
to the left but stayed left for too long.  Just ahead, hidden in the thick cutty grass, was 
a bloody big log!!  Bang – Out I go for look - the front left wheel’s rim is opened up!  
Bugger me - this is now three rims peeled open on the last three trips - what the hell 
is going on!! 

 

Out with the big hammers and it takes a lot of belting to get them back into any sort 
of shape.  As soon as they are in a decent enough shape we  get under way but 
soon stopped half a km down the track.  What is up now?  The well set-up jeep is off 
the road - this time it was sun strike.  

 

The call comes over we have one more bog to go through and we will stop for lunch.  
This is down the hill into a bog and up through ruts, around the corner and out into 
the open space for lunch.  I head off,  down we go through the bog up through the 
ruts but then get hooked up on the corner.  This is where we ran out the winch to 
show these Toyota drivers just how good Nissan PTO winches are! I put the truck 
into reverse and start winching myself out forward!! For that I get the honour to do 
this report! 

 

After lunch we turned around to do it all over again.  This went like team work helping 
everybody through the rough spots.  We get to the last rut and John smacks his Pa-
jero against the bank, just below where I was standing!  He pushes his tyre off the 
rim.  No tubes equals flat tyre but he also pushed the front bumper into the tyre.  He 
backed off a couple of feet.  This meant we could get in and dig out a bit of the bank, 
get a winch out and pull him off.  Then we jacked him up to change the tyres.  This is 
the same rut that Paul launched into on the way in, so to be nice to Paul we dug 
some of the rut out to give Paul more room!  Then ordered some hot mix for him. 

 

A number of trucks got panel damage but I think if the trip was on again next week 
we would all be back to have another crack at it.  Thanks Ian for a great day. 
 
 Noel Cook  
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 7 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 6 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 5 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 4 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 3 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 2 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 1 here 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some 
degree of guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category 
is also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  
Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 
soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 
Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and 
sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the 
club’s document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the 
trip. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 
terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water 
crossings and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. 
Accessories such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple 
jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short 
wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a 
roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, 
and vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for 
all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information 
Sheet.  

Trip Categories (01/06/2002) 
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Insert Database P1 here 
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Insert Database P2 here 
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Insert Database P3 here 
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