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Hi there 

 

I have finally got out and about 
off road for the first time in ag-
es, and actually got the Nissan 
muddy again - been so long 

since it had been off the road 

that it took a bit of persuasion 
to get the free wheel hubs to 
“un free wheel” and actually 
lock! Also had to borrow some 
mud tyres as mine, purchased 
in 2001 are only just road legal 

o in the mud they’d be hopeless 
- thanks Dave! 

 

Anyway, I helped the NZ4WD 

magazine on their readers trip 
based in Waiouru last weekend 
(see trip report by David Cox-
on) towards the end of the 
mag) - nothing to technical but 
nice to get out into the woop 

woops again. Not sure what’s 
next but I’d better buy some 
tyres anyway. 
 
Don’t forget the AGM. 
 
Alan... 

Editorial 

Ramblings 
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Here is our intrepid trip co-ordinator 
battling his way over the top of Hells 
Gate on the south coast of Wellington. 
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is a requirement 
on all Cross Country Vehicle Club trips: 

 

 1. Front and rear tow hooks, correctly fitted 
 2. Shovel 

 3. Fire extinguisher 
 4. First-aid kit 
 5. Basic tool kit 

 6. Kinetic rope or strop 
 7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicle 
 8. Spare tyre and wheel changing equipment 
 

If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, 
the trip leader has the authority to exclude you from the trip. Details are 
set out in the Club’s Vehicle and Equipment Inspection document 

(available from the website or any committee member). All member vehi-
cles going on club trips must display a current club vehicle inspection 
sticker. 

Equipment Required 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional 
requirements as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be 

strictly enforced for safety reasons. The Trip Leader is able to waive a par-
ticular requirement for a trip, if the circumstances of the trip permit. The 
Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away vehicles or drivers that do 
not comply. The updated trip category definitions are included towards the 
end of the Chronicle.   
 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Infor-
mation Sheet in the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC 
website, then it may not be an official club trip and the club insur-
ance policy may not apply. 
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May 11-19:  ARB Warn Outback Chal-
lenge. Broken Hill, Australia. For details 
see www.outback4x4challenge.com 

 

May 12-13:  Mesopotamia Station 
(Rangatata Gorge) Weekend. Good ac-
commodation in shearers quarters, suitable 
for stock standard vehicles with low ratio. 
Numbers limited, self catering, $85 per 
person. Contact Murray Waters on 027 251 
7055 or 03 347 4901. 

 

May 13:  Hunua School Fundraising 
4WD Sightseeing Safari. Hunua Regional 
Park, limited numbers, good ground clear-
ance needed, play area. In conjunction 
with the Manukau 4WD Club. Contact Mar-
tin Gabric on email gabric@woosh.co.nz or 
phone 09 292 4646.  

 

May 19-20:  Far North Gold Rush. 
Based at the Ahipara Motor Camp. Gum 
fields, 90 Mile Beach, big sand dunes, sand 
surfing. Tough aspect option. Muddy on 09 
360 4483 or www.kiwioverland.co.nz 

 

May 20:  Middle Districts Lions Club 
Annual Rally. Bulls / Scotts Ferry area, 
$60, limit of 100, Murray on 06 326 9619 
or mdmills@clear.net.nz 

 

Jul 21-22:  NZ4WD Magazine readers 
Trip. South Island’s West Coast two days. 

For information contact Hillary om 09 478 
4771 or subs@adrenalin.co.nz 

 

Details in the column appear courtesy of Cathy 

Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and 

Sportvehicles magazine. Potential participants 

should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot 

take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent 
inaccuracies. 

In 
Association 
with 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 

Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 

Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr, Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 

 

Grant Guy 
Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 

 

Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 
or 021 389 404 

 

 

NB:  Please remember to call 
and make an appointment be-
fore turning up for an inspec-
tion! 

Upcoming Events 
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1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority, follow 
their instructions and give them the respect they deserve. 

2. No dogs or firearms. 

3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member who in-
vited them. 

4. No drinking and driving. 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly important 

when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles taking the 
wrong track because of a driver in front not obeying this rule. 

1. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e. no passing. 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles can 

pass in safety. 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you attempt 

it. 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone. 
10. Respect the environment. 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter from 

time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

The club has the following sub committees running currently: 

 

 60k:  Grant Purdie with Antony Royal, Bruce Mulhare, Eric Bon, John 

Vruink & Mark Wolstenholme 
 Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 
 Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 

 Police SAR:  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 

 Safety:  Phil Lewton with Carl Furniss, Grant Purdie, John Kowalczyk & 

Ray Harkness 
 Trip Leaders Forum:  Carl Furniss with any trip leaders who turn up 

 Web Project: Stefan Cook with Andrew Farmer, Grant Purdie, Jay 

Montilla, Jeremy Ackley & Marcel van Dorrestein 
 Radio:  Jeremy Ackley with Jim Johnson, Grant Purdie, John Kow-

alczyk, Phil Lewton, Ray Harkness, Rodney Bracefield & Mark Wol-
stenholme 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 

 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Grant Purdie & Giles 

Sullivan 
 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Grant Purdie & Bruce Mulhare 
 Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie & Ralph Dobson 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 

 Public Access New Zealand:  Ralph Dobson 

 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 

 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
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Welfare 
 
Our welfare drought has been broken: Charles Odlin advises that a new 
member, Damon Grant, lost his brother in law recently of a heart attack 

at the age of 33 - our thoughts are with Grant and family. 
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CCVC Presidents Report for year 2006 to 2007 

 

Last year I reported that I had been lucky to have had the support of a 
great team of managers running the various departments within the Club. 
The past twelve months have been equally as good with things running 
along extremely well. The Club is in good shape with no issues of any con-

cern. The combined expertise and management ability of members of the 
committee make for a very strong and unified committee. It is indeed a 
pleasure to part of this team. 

 

Land access and safety are the two things we must continue to manage 

beyond everything else. I see these two things going hand in hand. With-
out safety we will lose land, and without land we will have nothing so 

safety won’t matter. 

 

I believe that our land access management sets the standard for most 
other Clubs within NZ. This may be quite a significant statement but nev-
ertheless I challenge anyone to dispute it. We have the respect of the land 
owners, whether large or small, with whom we deal. What more can be 
said. 

 

The same can be said about our safety policy. The safety procedures writ-
ten and actioned by CCVC are being “borrowed” by other 4WD Clubs in 
NZ. Again, what else can I say? We are the leaders in 4WD safety. This is 
not safety that prevents anyone having fun either, its safety that allows all 
categories of 4WD from shinys’ with not too many scratches, to hard out 

rally trucks, and bush trucks that have nearly forgotten how to behave on 
tar seal. Isn’t it great?  

 

Our training sets the basis for people to enjoy their 4WD years. They gain 

confidence and become part of the culture of CCVC. Our training is being 
borrowed, that’s great. Our policies being borrowed give us the confidence 
and assurance that will ensure that it all continues. 

 

For some years CCVC dropped behind in the 4WD competitions within NZ 
in favour of being a “shiny” Club. Now we seem to be having a resurgence 
of competition trucks in both trials and winch events. Our “family” attitude 
extends beyond dad driving around having fun while the family sits in the 
vehicle. Have you noticed the young people getting involved, not just driv-
ing, but we have got some very smart young people building some awe-
some trucks that one has to wonder how these boys get the engineering 

ability to produce such amazing machines. On another front many of our 
members have been doing 4WD tours in the outback of other Countries. 
This is great and shows the wide variety of uses of 4WD vehicles by CCVC 
members.  

 

Have any of you not used your 4WD as an excuse (or reason) to have a 

(Continued on page 13) 
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South Coast   Rotary Day   14th April 

 

 

First of all on behalf of the Porirua Sundown Rotary club I would like to 

thank Ray, Marcel and all the members that helped out with seats on the 
day. I will thank myself for the outcome of the weather. We had three 
days of bloody cold southerly winds and the thought of cancellation was 
high on our minds.   The fine warm weather came just in the nick of time, 
the way I had ordered it to be! 

 

We started off from the wind turbine in Brooklyn with 15 to 18 trucks and 
around 40 Rotarians and guests. We headed through Long Gully with a 
couple of photo stops on the way. Thanks to the crystal clear day the 
views over Wellington, the hills and the south coast were perfect.  

 

The plan was to continue on down around the coast towards Karori Light 
and then on to the seal colony; that is until we got to sandy bay when our 
plans turned to custard. The tide was high so Ray sent Marcel and Brent 
out to have a look. They soon came back with a no-go, the water was 

right up around the trucks. We now found we had to entertain our guests 

(Continued on page 14) 

holiday in some part of NZ that you would otherwise not go to. It is a 
wonderful experience doing a shiny 4WD trip through one of the many 
corners of NZ. If you have not considered it then do. Grab a small group 

and go do it. Places like Cape Reinga, Raglan, East Cape, Lake Waikare-
moana in the north, down to West Coast, Haast, and Cromwell, just to 
mention only a few in the south. It can add such a lot to your 4WD experi-
ences, helps justify buying good tyres, and builds your circle of friends. 
 
I have been thinking lately that the membership of the Club can be split 
into three groups of people who make up the whole structure of the Club. 

There are the older members who have driven tracks all over the country, 

then there are the people who are presently driving tracks all over the 
country, and then the younger ones who are only just starting to drive 
tracks all over the country. My point here is that not only are we lucky 
that we are able to take part, but that we are all the history and future of 
this Club which spans not years but now generations. This is not a Club 

which came and went in one lifetime as many do. Our Club is one of the 
oldest, one of the biggest, one of the most diverse, one of the most sta-
ble, and one of the most proactive 4WD Clubs anywhere. This Club is set 
to continue providing a platform for people to enjoy 4WD tracks into the 
next generation. 
 
Again, it’s been a pleasure – Roger Seymour.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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as it was a bit early for lunch. 

 

While Marcel and Brent were away doing a recovery on a couple of trucks 
I felt I should entertain our guests on how we can get stuck and get our-
selves out of trouble but Brent and Marcel had recovered the other trucks 

faster than expected, next I know they are on hand to recover me (well 
that is my story). This is my report so I get to control the pen.    

 

By now it is time for lunch so we set up a couple of BBQs to cook a feast. 

After lunch we worked our way back to have a look at the hole in hells 
gate.   It is getting quite deep. Some of us took a couple of the guests up 
and over and got a few pictures. We then headed back up long gully and 
worked our way around to the drift pad and small race track that has been 
built on the old air strip. We watched a couple of cars go around for a 
while then it was time to head back to the wind turbine to close off the 
day. 

 

Most of the Rotary members enjoyed themselves and will probably be eat-
ing out on their experience for the next six months. The Rotary club raised 
$515 on the day. This will go towards helping youth in the Porirua area.    

 

Once again many thanks to all those that helped out on the day.  
 
K249  
Noel Cook 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Central Zone AGM & Meeting Report  -  April 2007  

 

Once again the Central Zone meeting was held at the Palmerston North 
RSA and 15 club representatives turned up. This is a good time to meet 
up with members of other CZ clubs and get the low down on what is hap-

(Continued on page 20) 
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pening on the 4x4 front in the lower North Island. 

 

The AGM saw a number of new faces in executive positions, the new com-
mittee takes over their rolls after the National AGM in May. The new exec-
utive consists of: 
 
President  Neil Brown (Tararua Club) 

Vice Presidents Elizabeth Dawson (Hawkes Bay) 
   & Gordon Burnside (Egmont) 
Treasurer  Philip Orchard (re-elected and from CCVC) 
PRO   Max Wheatly (Manawatu Club) 
Secretary  Ralph Dobson (CCVC) 
 
Other highlights from the meeting were 

 

1. Off Road Express who are now NZFWDA members on a national level 
want to be included more at a zone level and therefore receive voting 
rights. CZ is in favour of this and ORE are sorting out some details before 

the national AGM. 
2. This year the affiliation fees to the NZFWDA are going up to $28.00 
(due to GST) and CZ want to see the split go up to $6.00 from the current 
$4.00. This is the amount Central Zone receives to carry out track work 
and sponsor events, etc in our area.  
3. Egmont club reported trouble with motor cycle fund raisers in their area 
as they are proving to have a bad influence on land access and sponsor-

ship. 
4. Off Road Wairarapa have built a gymkhana type course near the Mas-
terton airport which has been a success.  
5. Central Zone has committed to sponsor the land access fee for dele-
gates attending the National AGM up to $750.00. 
6. Egmont club brought up the question of TV rights to the National 4x4 

Series and it looks like this topic may be a hot potato at the National AGM. 
Sounds like some large dollar figures are being used and the association 
may not see any of it. 
 
Regards 
Ralph Dobson - CCVC NZFWDA Delegate 

(Continued from page 19) 

Vehicle snatch straps a potential killer  
Fair Trading Minister Margaret Keech today warned Queenslanders to take 
precautions this Easter when using snatch straps for bogged off-road vehi-
cles. Mrs Keech said the incorrect use of snatch straps could result in seri-
ous injury, even death. "Snatch straps, or recovery straps, are designed to 
stretch and recoil when pulling vehicles out of a bogged situation, but they 

(Continued on page 23) 
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can be dangerous if used incorrectly or in unsafe conditions," she said.  

 

"The deaths of two Queenslanders in 2003 and 2005 during attempts to re-
cover bogged vehicles highlight the potential hazards of using elasticised 
snatch straps. "In one case a snatch strap catapulted a dislodged towing 
hook, striking the victim in the stomach. "The other death occurred when a 
tow ball was sheared off during the recovery process and struck a man in 
the head." 

 

To ensure the safe usage of snatch straps, four-wheel drive enthusiasts 
should always consider the following: 

 Make sure the loading capacity of the strap is suitable for the vehicle 

and its bogged situation. 

 Always follow the manufacturer's instructions on strap usage and 

maintenance. Many 4WD vehicles have factory-fitted recovery hooks at the 
front and rear of the vehicle. Users should locate these points before setting 
off. 

 In all other cases only connect the strap securely to a properly-rated re-

covery hook that is properly bolted to the chassis of the vehicle. 

 It is dangerous to attached a snatch strap to a vehicle's bumpers, bull 

bar, axles, suspension, steering rods, or a trailer hitch ball. 

 NEVER connect a snatch strap to a conventional tow bar, tow ball or tie 

down points. They are not designed to withstand the severe forces created 
by snatch straps. 

 Always use an 'air brake' to restrict rebound forces should the snatch 

strap break or towing components dislodge. A heavy blanket or bag draped 
over the strap will also act as an effective brake. 

 Always ensure bystanders take cover behind a solid object that is far 

away from the recovery effort. 

 Drive slowly away from the bogged vehicle to minimise damage to the 

strap, the vehicles and injuries to bystanders if something goes wrong. A 
snatch strap is not a towing device. 

 Remember that the stretching properties of snatch straps are significant-

ly reduced when the strap is saturated with water or other fluid. 
When not in use, store and protect the snatch strap from sharp edges or 
abrasion. Dirt or sand in snatch straps can cause damage and reduce effec-
tiveness. Soak in clean water until grit is removed and dry out thoroughly 

(Continued from page 20) 

Would you like to receive club news announcements from news@ccvc.org.nz and do you 

have an e-mail address? Then drop our database administrator an email on data-

base@ccvc.org.nz and you will be included on the news list. Note that this is not an automatic 

thing, you need to ask. 

mailto:news@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz


Cross Country Chronicle P. 24 

“Rallywoods with Steve O’Callaghan“  April 8, 2007  

 

The morning started at 9.30 with everyone meeting at the cnr of Moon-
shine Rd and Haywood’s Hill, Everyone that is except me who went to the 
wrong end of Moonshine after a call to Steve I had to meet the group at 

(Continued on page 25) 

Committee Highlights April 2007 

 

Club Accounts: The Treasurer has completed the annual accounts and 
will send them to the auditor in the next day or so. Copies of the accounts 
will be available at the AGM. 
Membership: The following were approved as new members: 

Levi Davey   -  Toyota Hylux 
Kris Kahu   -  Toyota Landcruser 

Deadwood Safari: Valley club have secured the date of 7/10/2007 
for a round of the national champs. CCVC is to again allow them to use 
the trademarked name “Deadwood Safari” for the event. 
NZFWDA Central Zone: A new Central Zone Committee has been ap-
pointed with Ralph Dobson (CCVC) assuming the post of Secretary. 

2007-08 Subscriptions and Membership Cards:  A start is to be made 
in preparing the 2007-08 invoices (once the subscription amounts are set 
at the AGM) and it is hoped to have them out early this year along with 
the 07-08 Membership cards. For those members that have still not re-
ceived their 06-07 cards, these will be available for pick up at the AGM. 
AGM & Committee Nominations: A reminder that the AGM is to be 

held on 9/05/2007 in conjunction with the May club night. 

A notice for the AGM and a Committee Nomination Form have been in-
cluded in the club magazine. 
May Committee Meeting: The May committee meeting is scheduled 
for 7:30pm on  Wednesday 30th at IBM, The Esplanade, Petone. 

For Sale 
A great example of an awesome off road machine. True left hand drive 
American model. 9 months B class registration 

 

*2 x race harnesses   *350 Chev motor 
*4 speed box and transfer  *6 point roll cage 
*four wheel disc brakes   *Warn 9000lb winch 
*ARB rear diff lock    *Club radio 
*rear diff tramp bar   *power steering 

*35 x 12.5 x 15 General Grabber muds mounted on beadlocks 
*front coils with adjustable shocks (Howat Engineering) 
*spare diff,drive shafts, p/s pump etc 

 

A very reliable and capable truck - $8,000 

 

Contact: Andy Mitchell on 021 771233 or 04 9772797 
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the start of Bulls run Rd. Once I meet up with the group we drove to the 
start of Rallywoods, let down our tyres, had our drivers brief and we were 
off. 

 

The first little mission was to tackle Paul’s Loop which didn’t prove too 
much trouble for any of the trucks; but this can’t be said for the next 
track. Steve lead us to Hilux Hill and went up first to show us how it was 

done (which he did on his second bite at it), and then it was our turn. Of 
the eight remaining trucks only four made it up, now is the time I start 
making excuses about slippery rock and stuff like that because I was one 
of the four who didn’t get up. Next was off to past the radio mast and 
through the three bogs, I was near the back and as I came down the hill 
to the bogs I made the mistake of listening to everyone standing on the 
other side telling me to go to the right, I got about 1mtr in and 33 inch 

boggers were just to small for the ruts and I was the first to get towed out 
(hence I am writing this report), but not to be beaten I just had to try the 
middle bog and once again had to be pulled out, defeated I took the easy 
way to the left and continued on the Dreamer. Nobody had any problems 
going down the Dreamer, past the Green Hut, through Terry’s short cut 
and through Surprise. Then it was of to The Green Hut for an early lunch. 

After lunch we headed off back through the Surprise but this time Paul’s 
Nissan needed some help after his bumper got a little close to the rut and 
he to be pulled out for a second bite. We headed up Cruiser Drive and 
most of us headed down to a bog on the left. This is where the winches 
came out for the first time as the bog has a bit of a climb at the exit, and 
Campbell and Andrew both winched out but the rest of us all made it 
through and we carried on to Cruiser Lookout. Now we all had to decide if 

we wanted to head down to Big Tree Turnaround, Six trucks went down 
thru Neil’s climb and Mercer bend turned around in a very small area at 
the bottom and got up again. 

 

On the way back down Cruiser Drive some of us decided to try the bog 
again, I was in front and made it through, Andrew was next and also 
made it, next was Damon in another mighty Pajero he couldn’t get up the 
other side so Andrew came back to give him a tow, but something went 
very wrong as a very loud bang was heard from the rear, when he got out 
there was a stream of oil coming out of a hole in his diff and that was the 
end of his day (luckily for him he trailored his truck in so only had to be 

towed back to the gate). 

 

The rest of us headed off to Marks Way and as I was waiting at the bot-
tom Terry called me to let me know he had no brakes so I got well clear of 

him and we carried on the Airstrip. Here is where we lost 2 more trucks as 
Terry had burst a brake line and Paul didn’t want to take his Nissan down 
Diff Dinger Creek, So we headed down with 5 Trucks to go round the Dif-

(Continued from page 24) 

(Continued on page 26) 
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The South Coast with Rotary - by David Coxon 
 

The request at club night for people to take members of Rotary on a trip 
around the South Coast sounded like a good social opportunity to get 
around the coast and have a BBQ, so I signed up. We met up with an en-
thusiastic group of Rotary members at the Brooklyn wind turbine at 9:30 

(Continued on page 27) 

fdinger and down the Slide 
and back up to the airstrip, 
by now it was 5pm and Ste-

ve asked who wanted to go 
down The CR4ZEE Track. 
Only Steve, Campbell and I 
decided to head down to 
Jeremy’s Turnabout (2 Pa-
jeros and one Toyota). This 
track had not been driven 

for quite some time and 

was very mossy, Steve lead 
the way and almost landed 
on his roof  as he got a bit 
sideways going down but 
the rest of the trip down 

was fairly uneventful apart 
from not been able to see 
the track which was ex-
tremely overgrown, getting 
up was a different story 
Steve went first and almost 
got up but we needed to 

winch him up the last 3 me-
tres, I went next and 
stopped in the same place 
as Steve so we hooked up 
my winch only to find that 
the bushes were stuffed so we hooked a strop to Steve and he pulled me 
up. Campbell was next and he also had to winch up the last bit. 

 

By now the sun had set and we took the side track back to the Airstrip 
and down to the gate by 7.30pm. Thanks to Steve for an awesome day in 
Rallywoods. 

 

Paul Joynes 

(Continued from page 25) 
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Saturday morning. As well as the expected number of people wanting 
seats, there were a few people bringing their own vehicles – great I 
thought – new people often make a trip more interesting. 

 

After getting everyone into vehicles we headed off up to the Hawkins Hill 
radar station, fine weather giving spectacular views of the South Island. 
While Ray was giving a talk on the area, we could hear tyres squealing 

from the distance race track on Long Gully station – something to check 
out on the way home. It was an uneventful trip down to the beach, with a 
plaque at the side on one of the corners raising some interest from my 
passengers. The next thing I hear is Rick quoting the contents of the 
plaque from memory – show off. Getting down to the beach we realised 
that the tide was very high – in fact it was not only a high tide, but quite 
an exceptionally high one by the look of it. 

 

The run round to the sand dunes before Karori Stream took quite a while 
since one of the new drivers managed to get stuck in the soft sand on the 
previous beach. Marcel was quickly on the spot and managed to not only 

get him moving but pull him out of the ruts and give him a quick detour 
along the beach. While this was going on, Noel decided to give an im-
promptu demonstration on how to get REALLY stuck by driving down onto 
the softest part of the beach. We finally got everyone moving and all re-
grouped in among the sand dunes. Marcel and Brent went on ahead to 
check the next section along Long Sandy Bay and reported back that the 
tide was too high and the sand too soft to get through at the moment. A 

good time to have our BBQ in a very pleasant environment in among the 
dunes. Unfortunately there seemed to be a dissenting view that we were 
going to get trapped by the tide and not be able to get back around the 
last beach. Finally local knowledge that we would not get stuck, and that 
the tide would go down again lost out to concern and we turned round to 
go back. 

 

We had barely started back along the beach when the Jeep in front of me 
stopped with everything dead. The initial thought was that the alarm sys-
tem had turned on and wouldn’t turn off, but after further investigation 

Marcel  found that the battery earth had come loose. He got the Jeep mo-

bile and although it was now full high tide, we got back across the beach 
with no problems. Once we got to the picnic spot all the battery connec-
tions were checked and tightened. 

 

After the BBQ we headed back to Devil’s Gate where people could walk 
over or have a ride in one of the few trucks going over and back. As we 
weren’t going all the way to Red Rocks I didn’t bother going over and Ray 
gave my passengers the thrill. The final stop for the day was back up Long 
Gully to the racetrack to watch some youths doing donuts and wrecking 
their tyres. It all seemed a bit pointless to me, but good on them for using 

(Continued from page 26) 
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a purpose-build area rather than the public road. 

 

The day ended back at the wind turbine when we dropped of the passen-
gers, all of whom seemed to have enjoyed themselves. 

(Continued from page 27) 

NZ4WD Magazine trip - Central Plateau by David Coxon 
 

When I saw the NZ4WD magazine’s initial advertising for a 2-day trip to 
the army land on the central plateau last year, I was eagerly awaiting the 
opportunity to book for it. Then the trip was cancelled due to the political 
unrest in East Timor (?). Apparently the army were busy training extra 
recruits to support our overseas peace-keeping activities and the land was 

too heavily used for us to get onto it. The trip was then re-advertised for 
this April and I put my name down. Then the lahar hit – off again? Clear-
ance to use the area was given just in time for the trip to go ahead on the 
weekend after Anzac Day. This meant that I could take two days leave 
and get a nice long weekend. It also meant that I could leave on Friday 
morning and do a bit of exploring on the way up. 

 

I decided to make “Basecamp” at the end of Rangitane Road out of Man-
gaweka my lunch stop. This is route 76 in Andy Cockrofts book “91 Back 
Country Adventures” and one I have been trying to tick off for quite a 

while. From Mangaweka most of the route is a scenic but sealed road, 

turning into an unsealed road for the last 10kms. The last few kms are 
over private property, and in a chat with the local farmer he was telling 
me about his horse trekking tours. Could be an opportunity here to do a 
trip out of Palmerston North then go up Basecamp via highway 54 and 
camp overnight before doing a 1HP trek as a bit of variety. After a peace-
ful and scenic lunch stop, I headed back, stopping at one point just past 
the farm to look at the view over the side of the road. I wished I hadn’t! 

The only thing between the road and a sheer drop of about 30m was a low 
½ metre wide bank of dirt! Not an area for speeding.   

 

Rather than going all the way back to Mangaweka, I followed a signpost to 

Taihape that looked like being a more direct route. Unfortunately there 
was no signpost at the next “T” intersection. Luckily I guessed right – ac-
tually left – and was soon back on the main highway about 10 minutes 
from Taihape where I was staying. 

 

Saturday was cold and unpredictable with a forecast for more of the 
same. I arrived at the meeting point at the Army Museum at 8:30 and by 
the end of the briefing sessions we had already had all seasons but sum-
mer. I was in the group that was going up into the army land east of the 
Desert Road on Saturday and around Ruapehu on Sunday, and with the 
forecast for improving weather on Sunday, I felt I might be doing the trips 

(Continued on page 29) 
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in the best order. 

 

The Saturday trip started off with a lot of gravel road driving. There were 
a few stops to see the view and various long-drops and there was one 
optional short detour up the old part of the road. This involved an easy hill 
climb with a more challenging steep section in the middle. Everyone who 
tried conquered with more or less effort – in  my case I was a little light 

on momentum and only just found enough traction to get up the last me-
tre or so of the steep bit. A few people missed out on the fun and took the 
easy road instead.   

 

We stopped for lunch at one of the army huts, but since it was in use we 
stayed outside. Unfortunately the rain set in at that point and we all end-
ed up sitting in our trucks instead of socialising. A bit more driving after 
lunch took us to a quarry at what appeared to be the end of the road. A 
more challenging track carried on over a tussock covered hill, but this was 
considered too slippery for the convoy. A few trucks tried the climb but 
although the light Suzukis made it, the heavier, though well set up Nis-

sans just dug in on the soft volcanic sand. Another Suzuki took a slightly 
different line through the soft part of the track and ended up totally off 
the track, teetering on two wheels. We were treated to a very entertaining 
and successful recovery before turning for home.  

 

En route we stopped in a wide valley where there were some nice muddy 

ruts to attempt. Only about  a third of the convoy tried these, with some 
sustaining a little damage from the bank and almost all needed recover-
ing. To make matters more interesting, the clouds rolled in to the point 
where we couldn’t see any of the trucks parked by the road, and even the 
far end of the rut was hidden in the cloud. This caused some fun with peo-

ple setting off on their run only to find another vehicle, stuck in the mud, 
appearing through the mist, forcing them to stop with no hope of getting 
going again.   

 

Dinner that night was a very good smorgasboard at the Army Museum 
Café. During discussions of the trip over dinner we came to the agreement 
that the actual trip that day had been too easy, although scenic, with the 
two main play areas mainly suited to those prepared to risk damage. After 
seeing the photos taken on the previous day’s recce we realised that we 
had missed the best part of the trip due to the weather. If we had been 
able to get up the tussock covered hill were we stopped, the route was 

planned to go on for another 10kms  into much more interesting terrain. 
Never mind – the weather is out of everyone’s control and I was very 
pleased that the organisers had taken the safe option rather than trying to 
get everyone through. 

 

The next day dawned fine and clear. The perfect day to visit the moun-

(Continued from page 28) 
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tains. The first part of the track was through the army land on the eastern 
side of the Desert Road. Right from the start, the track was more interest-
ing than the previous day with the firsts steep descent causing a few peo-

ple some concern. I watched nervously as the Suzi a few vehicles in front 
of me carefully straddled the ruts rather than using them to guide the de-
scent. He seemed to have no idea of the amount of ground clearance he 
had, and if he had slipped into the rusts he could well have rolled. I found 
that by accelerating over a bit of left foot braking I could go down as 
slowly as I wanted – no big deal. At the bottom of the hill there was a play 
area where people had the chance to try climbing some steep and rutted 

tracks up the next hill. There were a few interesting failed ascents. 

After crossing the Desert road we went through the stream where the la-
har had come down and stopped for a play in the sand dunes – great fun. 
We then followed the stream up past a number of structures built by the 
army engineers for various exercises, to the flank of Ruapehu. This was a 
barren rocky area with a sheer drop of about 30m down into the stream. 

There was a promontory where you could park a vehicle right on the edge 
of the drop as a photo opportunity. My nerves were not up to stopping 
that close to the edge. 

 

By the time we finished here, the weather was clouding over and we 
headed rapidly for the highest point on the trip at 1300m, according to my 
altimeter. There was a great view from here, but it was also threatening 
to rain as we were under the clouds collecting around the mountains. 
There was some debate whether we should stop here for lunch or continue 
to the play area in a bowl where people could eat while watching others 
play. The final decision to continue was not well received by everyone, but 

at least the weather was better at the play area. 

 

An interesting drive after lunch with a few small challenges with short slip-
pery climbs took us to a final mud bog. Most people detoured around the 

bog to watch the action. First up, Cathy Parker went through effortlessly 
in the “Project Re-arRange” Range Rover, showing what a well set up ve-
hicle on Symex’s can do. Most people got through OK although with more 
drama. Those that got stuck did a good job of it and there were some fun 
and very muddy recoveries needed. Once finished at the bog, it was a 15 
minute trip back to the road and we were heading home by 4:00. 

 

Overall it was a fun trip with a chance to do a bit of exploring. Ashley Lu-
cas from NZ4WD Magazine, the guys from the army and all the other 
marshals did a great job and overcame a lot of problems like the lahar 
and the weather to put on an interesting, fun and safe weekend with plen-

ty of scenery and some great tracks to drive. The actual driving on Satur-
day was a little tame only because the weather stopped us completing the 
planned route, but that same weather made for some very interesting 
scenery.   I really look forward to completing that route next time. 

(Continued from page 29) 
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Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you 
have access to the club’s website memberzone? If not then have a word with a 
committee member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s 
members.  

  

Some useful email addresses are: 

 

 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 

 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 

Lake Rerewhakaaitu School RUGGED 4WD BUSH RUN 

Fundraiser 
 
The Lake Rerewhakaaitu School in conjunction with the Taupo 4wd Club 
are holding a fundraising "RUGGED 4WD BUSH RUN'  on 31 June - 1 July 
2007 

 The run will be in the Kaingaroa Forest on trails not previously used 

by 4wd's. 

 This is not for shiny trucks and no Rego or WOF is required for vehi-

cles 

 Vehicles must be capable of self recovery or as a team working to-

gether (e.g. 3 vehicles) 

 Cost $170.00 per vehicle (2 people included), extra passengers 

$40.00 

 Saturday BBQ Dinner, Sunday breakfast & lunch provided with entry 

fee. 
 
Limited to 50 vehicles 
 
For more information contact: 

  

Scott on 07 366 616 
or email asplin@slingshot.co.nz  
Or email andrew@lakerere.school.nz  
  
A copy of the details and entry form can also be obtained by request from 

the club secretary. 

mailto:asplin@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:andrew@lakerere.school.nz
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Family Shiny:  

Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some 

degree of guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  

Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category 

is also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  

Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 

recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 

soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 

want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 

Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and 

sidlings. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 

they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 

Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the 

club’s document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All 

open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 

terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 

Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water 

crossings and vehicle recovery. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 

Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 

document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. 

Accessories such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple 

jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short 

wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a 

roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, 

and vehicle damage are all a possibility! 

Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 

they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for 

all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information 

Sheet.  

 

 
 

 
 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in 
the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an 
official club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 

Trip Categories 
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Skills & Experience Pre-Requisites: 

 

Family Shiny 
All Participants   No pre-requisites 

 

Shiny 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Family  
    Shiny trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Club 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Shiny 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Hard Yakka 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 3 Club 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 
 

Cancellation Service. 

 

We have a cancellation service for trips. What! Cancel a trip! It hardly ever happens, in reality 
sometimes the conditions are just too unpleasant or factors beyond our control that take out the 
property or the organisers. 

 

So we have registered with Newstalk ZB (1035 AM, and used to be known as 2ZB) who will 
broadcast any cancellations on the hour every hour from 6:00am. We will endeavour to show on 
the Trip Information Sheet which times to listen. 
 

Trip Departure Times. 

 

To avoid people arriving at the last minute for a trip, missing the drivers briefing, delaying the 
trip and generally causing confusion, we’d like to clarify the meaning of the times shown on the 
Trip Information Sheets. 
 
Meeting Date & Time:  The time you are requested to be at the trip meeting point, to  
    give you a chance to get into position, let your tyres down, and  
    to give the Trip Leader time to collect your details before the  
    Drivers Briefing. 

 

Drivers Briefing Date & Time: The time that the Trip Leader will explain the trip to drivers,  
    including any special instructions, safety briefing and points of  
    interest. 

 

Departure Date & Time:  The time that the trip will actually drive away. 

More Trip Details 
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Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 
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