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Hi there 

 

By the time you get to read this 
the 2007 Deadwood will have 
been and gone - hope boh 
those that competed and those 

that helped all had a great day. 

 
I had 10 days down in the 
South Island recently and alt-
hough I didn’t get any four 
wheel driving in, I did visit the 
West Coast to have a good look 

around Denniston - this is a 
deserted coal mining town at 
the top of what was the Dennis-
ton Incline (gravity run railway 
line that ran down 80 degree 
slopes carrying coal until ap-

prox 1967) near Westport. 
Parts of it are being restord and 
there are some DOC walks in 
the area. If you ever get the 
chance to visit it is well worth-
while. 
 

 
 
Alan... 

Editorial 

Ramblings 
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is a requirement 
on all Cross Country Vehicle Club trips: 

 

 1. Front and rear tow hooks, correctly fitted 
 2. Shovel 

 3. Fire extinguisher 
 4. First-aid kit 
 5. Basic tool kit 

 6. Kinetic rope or strop 
 7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicle 
 8. Spare tyre and wheel changing equipment 
 

If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, 
the trip leader has the authority to exclude you from the trip. Details are 
set out in the Club’s Vehicle and Equipment Inspection document 

(available from the website or any committee member). All member vehi-
cles going on club trips must display a current club vehicle inspection 
sticker. 

Equipment Required 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional 
requirements as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be 

strictly enforced for safety reasons. The Trip Leader is able to waive a par-
ticular requirement for a trip, if the circumstances of the trip permit. The 
Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away vehicles or drivers that do 
not comply. The updated trip category definitions are included towards the 
end of the Chronicle.   
 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Infor-
mation Sheet in the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC 
website, then it may not be an official club trip and the club insur-
ance policy may not apply. 
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In 
Association 
with 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 

Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 

Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr, Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 

 

Grant Guy 
Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 

 

Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 
or 021 389 404 

 

 

NB:  Please remember to call 
and make an appointment be-
fore turning up for an inspec-
tion! 

Oct 22-29:  EFS Xtreme International 
Winch Challenge. Landcruiser Mountain 
Park, Jimna, Queensland. The longest and 
regarded by many as the toughest winch 
challenge in Australasia. Entry fee A$1500 
(overseas teams contact David Metcalfe 
direct regards the X1 assistance packages 
available). Contact David Metcalfe, 31 Elm 

Court, Morayfield 4506, Queensland or 
phone +61 7 5498 6962 

 

Nov 3:  Winch Challenge. Two grades 
(open & clubmans), details and entry form 
at www.fireandsafetytraining.co.nz 

 

Nov 17-18:  NZ4WD Magazine Readers 
Trip. Rotorua region, same one day trip on 
both days. For information contact Hillary 
on 09 478 4771 or subs@adrenalin.co.nz 

 

Dec 1-10:  Rainforest Challenge 2007. 
The most talked about off-road event of 
the year. www.rainforest-challenge.com  

 

Jan 19:  ‘08 Sulihull Run. 2000 mile run 
from Scarborough to Livingstone. Email 
j.tancredi@clear.net.nz 

 

Jan 26-28:  ‘08 Kaukapakapa Kaipare 
Coast Caper. The 5th caper, a 3 day 4WD 
family trip, described as “the best in NZ”. 
One camp site. Book now, 09 420 5477, 09 
412 8112 or kaper2008@paradise.net.nz 

 
 

 
 

 

Details in the column appear courtesy of Cathy 

Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and 

Sportvehicles magazine. Potential participants 

should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot 

take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent 
inaccuracies. 

Upcoming Events 
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1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority, follow 
their instructions and give them the respect they deserve. 

2. No dogs or firearms. 

3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member who in-
vited them. 

4. No drinking and driving. 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly important 

when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles taking the 
wrong track because of a driver in front not obeying this rule. 

1. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e. no passing. 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles can 

pass in safety. 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you attempt 

it. 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone. 
10. Respect the environment. 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter from 

time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

The club has the following sub committees running currently: 
 60k:  Grant Purdie with Antony Royal, Bruce Mulhare, Eric Bon, John 

Vruink & Mark Wolstenholme 
 Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 

 Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 
 Police SAR:  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 
 Safety:  Facilitated by Charles odlin with Carl Furniss, Grant Purdie, 

John Kowalczyk & Ray Harkness 
 Trip Leaders Forum:  Grant Purdie with any trip leaders who turn up 
 Web Project: Stefan Cook with Andrew Farmer, Grant Purdie, Jay 

Montilla, Jeremy Ackley, Marcel van Dorrestein & Charles Odlin 

 Radio:  Jeremy Ackley with Jim Johnson, Grant Purdie, John Kow-
alczyk, Phil Lewton, Ray Harkness, Rodney Bracefield & Mark Wol-
stenholme 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Grant Purdie, Jim 

Johnson & Leon Zwetsloot 
 DOC Head Office Wellington:  Paul Adams 

 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Grant Purdie & Bruce Mulhare 
 Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie & Ralph Dobson 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 

 Public Access New Zealand:  Ralph Dobson 

 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 

 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
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South Coast Tag-Along 
 

When Barry originally 

promoted this trip, I un-

derstood that it was to 

take some of the people 

who had been involved 

in the Conservation 

Week tree planting on a 

quick run around the 

South Coast. As the day 

approached we found 

that DOC were advertis-

ing it as a BYO 4WD tag-

along, with little or no 

mention of seats being 

available. The final out-

come was that there 

were enough people 

looking for rides for most 

of the nine or so club 

vehicles to have a few 

passengers each and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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there were about the same number of public vehicles as from the 

club. 

 

Despite gale force winds and torrential rain over the preceding 24 

hours, Sunday turned out fine and relatively mild – in fact by the 

time we arrived at the Owhiro Bay quarry it was clear and sunny, 

and actually getting quite warm. After the usual briefing there was 

a short scramble as passengers found suitable rides then we head-

ed off, interspersing the public vehicles through the convoy, on 

what was planned as a 60 to 90 minute drive.   

 

The first part of the trip involved heading back to the Owhiro land-

fill for a gentle climb up the track along the side of the landfill. 

There was a short pause here as one of the members of the public 

was given a quick lesson on selecting 4WD, then we off. Being 

along side the landfill may not sound particularly scenic, but once 

we got up a bit higher we had fantastic views over the hills and 

down into Wellington. Some of my passengers were quite amazed 

at the lack of drama driving what they saw as a rather challenging 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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road, which goes to show how much more capable a 4WD is than a 

normal car under these conditions.   For some of the members of 

the public it seemed that this was the first time they had taken 

their vehicle off-road. Some nerves were evident at the start, how-

ever, after getting the first few hundred metres under their belt, 

they all seemed to be having a great time with no dramas being 

evident. 

 

As we got higher the trip slowed down – not because people were 

having trouble, but because the views kept getting better and the 

photo stops longer. Leaving the main track for a  narrower and 

slightly more challenging track prompted more comments from my 

passengers about “If these were easy tracks what were the hard 

tracks like?”. We finally reached a plateau overlooking Cook 

Straight ready to enjoy the views and a short tea break in the sun. 

This turned into a slightly longer break as we waited for the suc-

cession of trail bikers and mountain bikers to clear the track. Alt-

hough the track continued down to the coast at this point, Barry 

felt that it was too steep for a public convoy so we returned to the 

main track and descended to the beach via Long Gully, still with 

plenty of photo stops.   

 

Once on the beach the short pause to regroup and wait for Ray to 

finish chatting to Steve Watson (from Long Gully) turned into a 

long break as people realised that there were seals, including a 

cute little pup, basking on the rocks. These seals were so relaxed 

at having people around that even though the main seal colony 

was only about a kilometre away we had to give people time for 

their own close encounters, while making sure that the seals were 

not feeling threatened by their celebrity treatment. 

 

We finally managed to get people back in the trucks and drove the 

last kilometre to the main seal colony at Sinclair Head. As the 

track here climbs over Devil’s Gate, there was a bit of a hold-up 

which gave people more seal-watching opportunities. 

 

Getting over Devil’s Gate was the final thrill for my passengers and 

a white knuckle although problem-free experience for some of the 

non-club drivers. At least they could now lay claim to having done 

some real 4WDing. From here it was an easy run back to the car 

park where we started nearly four hours ago. So much for a 60 to 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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90 minute trip, but everyone enjoyed themselves and got some 

great photos in an area they would rarely visit, and to me that is 

what touring 4WDing is all about. 

  

David Coxon 

(Continued from page 10) 

While all others are working... 
 

This trip started via e-mail (from Charles) for a Wednesday ride in the 
Akatarawa forest area. 

 

While all you poor people out there are hard at work 8 trucks went for a 

play in the hills. The meeting time was set for 9:30am at Totra Park 

bridge entrance, all the drivers with time on their hands or a day off work 
to look after the kids turned up. After the safety briefing and an indication 
of the itinerary planned for the day, we all set off up to Clarks Creek Rd 
for the first out and back leg of the days activities. This whole area has 
been logged and the previous track along the creek had been removed 
and this was the reason I am sitting at a keyboard explaining the trip to 

you (the poor working community) as it unfolds.  

 

The intention was to head down Clarks Creek and then into Dicks yard an 
area for a play then back to the Woolshed road and onwards. I have a 

little Suzuki with mud tyres and a 45mm spring lift, on the way along the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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creek bed the Suzuki stumbled over a large rock which left my front left 
and rear right wheels in mid air. You guessed it crossed up going know 
ware, but an excellent display of water hydraulics as both off wheels sent 

water into the air. A quick tug by Charles and away we went, then a radio 
message from our leader stating that this area may be a little difficult with 
entry and exits throw the creek. (Thanks Charles!)  

 

We all headed into the area known as Dicks Yard, Charles took us up a 
loop track. As I was the second truck in the convoy we set off to the far 
ends of the area only to be called up on the radio that assistance was re-
quired by means of a winch (on Charles’s truck) the obvious question was 
asked. The reply was Ron has fallen off the track and is unable to use his 
own winch as it is hard up against a tree. Charles headed back to lend a 
hand and I returned to gather information for this report and picked up 

Brendon from his now parked up Jazz and had begun to walk back to help. 
Upon our arrival we observed Ron’s truck parked in an unusual way and 
the winch cable attached through a block and around a tree to Charles’ 
truck which was on the move towards the tree and block. So an anchor 
was required to hold that truck to another by a snig chain, then try again, 
success! 

 

After the recovery it 
was noted than a tree 
had clamed a big 
chunk of Ron’s bull-

bar. So Ron being a 
tread lightly member 
left nothing but tyre 
marks and retrieved 
the C shaped piece of 
aluminum tube and 

we all headed off. 
Charles then took an 
other track which 
ended 500m in at a 
dead end. The radio 
message was “I was 
not lost this is a dif-

ferent view of the same tree.” When we reached the valley floor again it 
was time for a coffee stop. 

 

From the valley floor we made our way over Airstrip Drive then down 

Woolshed road and on to Deadwood ridge. A little way up the ridge track I 
stopped to allow the truck behind to catch up but nothing, a radio check 
revealed the Jazz driven by Brendon had failed a slippery rutted corner 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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and required a helping hand. Then John the designated Tail End Charlie 
attempted the same corner and after 4 goes needed a strop from Bren-
don. Lunch was a BYO BBQ at the flat parking area at the top of Dead-

wood ridge, with a pleasant view of the ranges to the north east (covered 
in snow) and a gentle breeze blowing the cold air in on us. After lunch and 
a chat about the mounting of recovery hooks on Nissans it was back down 
the ridge, then on to the Orange Hut via the Pram track and Norms cross-
ing. At the Orange Hut (now painted Orange) it was again time for a cof-
fee stop and an update on the rest of the day’s activities. As time was 
running out and some of the convoy had a committee meeting to attend 

that evening it was decided to head up Hydro Rd with a side detour along 

the 257 track. Of we set, the 257 track has just become available to the 
CCVC so this was a new track for the Suzuki to try. At the end of this 
track is a large tower with wind anemometers placed at set intervals up 
the mast to gather data for a proposed wind farm (I assume), anyway the 
track is quite a nice detour on the way out. On up the Hydro then down 

the Zig Zag; up through the forest turn left along Cooks Rd and out onto 
Bulls Run Rd, 10 minutes to re-air and back on to the bitumen.  

 

WHAT DID YOU DO?  

 

Thanks to Charles as trip leader and to John as TEC. 
K170  Graeme Millard 
Photos by Charles Odlin 

(Continued from page 12) 

CCVC Committee Meeting Highlights Sept 2007 
 

1. The cut off date for subs was Sept 30th, if you haven’t paid 
then this is your last magazine. 

2. The club is running to budget for the year and we are in a 
good financial position. 

3. New Member this month is Paul Charlett who drives a Prado. 
4. The 60k committee is meeting soon to review the three con-

cept drawings received from the architects, these will be post-
ed on the web and the preferred option will be presented at 
the next club night, if you’re interested in what is happening at 
Turangi then make sure you come along. 

5. Recovery strop safety was discussed and this will be brought 
up at club night. 

6. The running of next years Deadwood Safari was discussed 
and it was agreed that CCVC would apply to the NZFWDA to 
host a round of the national trials in 2008, hopefully at the 
same time as this year. 
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Cross Country Vehicle Club 
60k Project 
October 2007 Update 

 
 

This project is currently in Stage 1, as approved by the club in 2006. 
Stage 1 is the site development and construction of an amenities block 
that would eventually form part of the overall building. 

 

In preparation for applying for resource consent, we have commissioned 

some concept sketches so that we can finalise the building design. This is 
required for the resource consent. 

 

Three options have been prepared. The 60k Sub-Committee has consid-
ered these and has agreed on a development of those, encompassing the 

best ideas. The new design is now being sketched. 

 

All the options will be described at the 17 October 2007 club night, so that 
members can review progress and ask any questions. The 60k team will 
explain to members why they have selected their preferred design. 

 

Meanwhile most of our information is available to members to look at on 
the club's website, in the private area available to members only, in prep-
aration for the October club night. 

 

Please come along and be part of this important project. 

 

See you there - The 60k Sub-Committee. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

OCT CLUB NIGHT 

 

17 October 2007 
 

Due to circumstances beyond the clubs control the October 2007 club 
night will be held one week later than the regular second Wednesday of 
the month. 

 

Please note this change in your diaries. 

People 

  

Thanks for a great turn out today at the Eastbourne Beach Cleanup. There 
was a total of 11 vehicles and probably about 30 people, which saw well 
over 100 bags of rubbish packed off the beach by lunch time. This filled 
up two trailer loads for delivery to the Transfer Station at Seaview, ending 
up where most of the rubbish should have been in the first place...... be-
ing recycled !  What really surprised me was the number of bottle tops!! 

what happened to the bottles? on the bottom of the harbour?  

  

Thanks especially to those Partners, family and friends that accompanied 
the Club Members, it was certainly appreciated having such a large turn 

out this year, it made the day more enjoyable, easier and rewarding. 

  

(Continued on page 19) 
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Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you 
have access to the club’s website memberzone? If not then have a word with a 
committee member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s 
members.  

  

Some useful email addresses are: 

 

 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 

 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 

Keep New Zealand Beautiful 

 

KNZB is a non-profit organisation 
promoting litter abatement, waste 

reduction and town and city beautifi-
cation. One activity that KNZB pro-
mote is the Clean-Up NZ week which 
this year ran from Saturday 8 to 

Sunday 16 September. Last year some 900,000 people took part in clean-
up programs and this year KNZB were hoping we would break the 1 mil-

lion mark. We made it – 1.3 million people helped out this year! Well done 
to every one of them. 

 

As one of the members of KNZB, we had a number of coastal cleanup trips 
organised over the two weekends. These were a wonderful opportunity to 

(Continued on page 20) 

I think the barb-b-que afterwards was a good addition this year, it gave 
us all a time to chat, reflect on the day, and generally lie about our 
4WD'ing skills and abilities.  

  

I would appreciate if you have any particularly good photos of the day and 
our haul at the end, for use in Club Publicity. Just send these to my email 
address, delivery of large photos are not a problem at my end. 

  

Thanks again, and I look forward to doing it all again next year with you 
all! 

  

Regards 

  

Charles Odlin - CCVC Publicity Officer 

(Continued from page 17) 
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put something back into areas that have allowed a certain degree of 4WD 
access over many years (although a humorous view was that we put 
something back by taking something away!). All the trips followed a simi-

lar pattern of a morning spent collecting rubbish (bags and gloves sup-
plied by KNZB) followed by a BBQ lunch. In some cases we were also able 
to do a trip in the area in 
the afternoon. 

 

First up were clean-ups at 
Foxton and Waitarere beach 
on Saturday 8 September.   

 

Nine vehicles turned out at 
Waitarere Beach and with 
help from the resident’s 
association we had about 
20 people out collecting 
rubbish. We managed to fill 

the Council truck with rub-
bish from one side of the 
beach and then 1/2 filled it from the other.  Included in the haul were a 
couple of stoves / fridges and a massive 1.5 metre cube old steel water 
container. All and all massive effort with great results and a trail of green 

bags to be recovered by 
truck at the end of the 

clean up.  On a sad note, 
Marcel noted that by Sun-
day morning a pile of rub-
bish had been dumped 
overnight, including a rust-
ed wheel barrow, a broken 

piece of a kids swing and 
f r e s h  g a r d e n 
waste. Obviously some 
thought, “why use the 
council landfill when there is 
a perfectly accessible beach 

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 

FOR SALE 

 

One Toyota FJ40 Cruiser 
New radiator, new clutch & new panel & paint a year ago 

Only 2 owners, current owner has had vehicle for 13 years 
Been a great vehicle - $7500 ono 

 

Ph Mike Stevenson on 027 445 0782 
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with plenty of room for rub-
bish”. Polite words fail me! 

 

At the same time it was 
great to see six vehicles 
from the Manawatu 4wd 
Club join forces with us to 

help with the clean-up at 
Foxton Beach, which was 
run under the auspices of 
Foxton Beach Coast Care. 
Altogether we had 14 vehi-
cles and over 30 people 
collecting all sorts of rub-

bish from the “bowls” area of the sand dunes alongside the Manawatu riv-
er mouth and also up the coastline for about two km. There were about 7 
large loads that went to the local transfer station, by trailer, ute and 4WD. 
Although there didn’t look like much rubbish lying around, we were hard 
pressed to remove it all in the three hours or so before the 1pm BBQ put 
on by Coast Care. Following the BBQ there was a very interesting forum 

sponsored by the Horowhenua District Council about this year’s substan-
tial review of the Foxton Beach Coastal Management Plan, for which we 
are making representations about sustainable access with respect for the 
environment. 

 

My first trip was the Wellington Harbour coastline south of Eastbourne on 
Sunday morning where about eleven vehicles, in some cases with whole 
families on board, leap-frogged each other down the coast collecting rub-
bish and some treasure – apparently a $20 note was found! It was inter-
esting to note the number of cyclists who came past, often saying “Well 
done”, but with absolutely no intention of helping, even when they were 

invited to participate, and offered gloves and bags. After about 2½ hours, 
just as everyone’s energy was starting to flag, the message came through 

to return to the gate for a 
BBQ. As the trailer that was 
being used to collect the 
rubbish bags was now full 
to overflowing, most people 

returned with their vehicle 
packed with rubbish bags to 
be loaded onto a second 
trailer. In just over two 
hours we had collected over 
100 bags of rubbish. By 
now we were all ready for 

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 
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some lunch and demolished the very generous picnic and BBQ lunch pro-
vided. We were of course careful not to leave any rubbish. 

 

The following Saturday we attacked the Wellington south coast between 
the old Owhiro quarry and all the way round to Cave Bay. As well as the 
dozen or so club members who turned up in their vehicles, there were a 
number of volunteers waiting at the car park to come with us, including 

some Wellington City Council councillors and the ranger. Once again a 
large collection of rubbish, from bits of plastic to discarded clothing to old 
car parts, was hauled back to the car park, almost filling the huge council 
skip waiting for us. As well as clearing rubbish, we also did the odd good 
turn, like rescuing a member of the public who had got his 4wd bogged 
down in the soft sand on part of the track. The BBQ at a local resident’s 
bach afterwards was a pleasant chance to unwind in the sun before head-

ing home. 

 

Thanks must go to everyone involved, it is never a pleasant job to pick up 
other people’s rubbish but all the areas look much better for the treat-

ment. Extra thanks must also go to those who did the organising, provid-
ed all the food and ran the various BBQs. A big vote of thanks to KNZB 
too for running the campaign and proving the bags and gloves. As a par-
ticipant, it certainly makes me feel as if my effort is appreciated. 

(Continued from page 21) 

Central Zone Oct 2007 Meeting Report 

 

Once again your representative attended the CZ meeting in Palmerston 
North, along with Philip Orchard from CCVC, the CZ Treasurer. A small 
meeting this time with only six clubs represented and only two apologies 
so not sure what happened to the rest.   

 

Topics discussed were: 
Onoke Spit – you may be aware that the local DOC office is concerned 
about the damage being done out on the Spit by motorized vehicles. A 
number of nesting birds are being endangered along with rare plant spe-

cies and invertebrates. DOC have been surprised with the number of peo-
ple contacting them as concerned parties including the local 4x4 club and 
the Central Zone PRO. It seems that they are looking at signage and an 
education program first and having it closed off is not proposed at this 
time. 
CORANZ – Philip Orchard and CZ PRO (Max Wheatley) attended the con-

ference in Wellington recently representing the NZFWDA. It was made 
obvious that we need a policy document outlining the basic NZFWDA prin-

(Continued on page 23) 

NZFWDA Report 
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ciples concerning 
access to publicly 
owned land. Philip is 

putting this together 
and the CZ President 
and PRO will present 
it at the next Nation-
al Exec meeting. 
Maratoto Track – 
The Northern Zone 

requested some financial assistance with track maintenance due to a large 

slip. It was agreed that CZ would contribute $200 to the fund. This track 
is up near Thames I believe, not in our area but we want to ensure 4x4 
tracks nationally are kept open wherever possible. 
Winch Challenge – Hawkes Bay Club – You will remember that CZ of-
fered $500 towards the running of this event in the Gwavis Forest and by 

all reports it was very successful except maybe for the two trucks basical-
ly written off during the day. 
West Coast CMS – Nick Lawson (National PRO) informed the meeting 
that DOC are amazed at how many submissions they received on behalf of 
4x4 drivers. ORE (Off Road Express) encouraged all their members to 
send in submissions and plenty did. CZ also made a submission along with 
one from me. As a result of this fantastic response I requested that any 

similar information on other CMS reviews be forwarded to me as your club 
delegate so I can ask our club members to send in submissions, it just 
shows how powerful the e-mail / web can be. 

 

Next meeting will be in Feb 08. 

 

Regards 
Ralph Dobson - CCVC Delegate 

(Continued from page 22) 

Welfare 

 

Our thoughts are with Angela Murton who has a kidney 
condition - hope you get better soon. 

FOR SALE 

 

Club radio with mic, aerial, speakers & spare cable 
1 x new 10m snig chain 

1 x new ARB 700kg snatch block 
1 x new Flexline fender flares (#22103 910043) 

1 roll 50 ohm coax TC braid cable 

1 x new tree protector (Cookes 3m, #09997300) 
1 x new knetic strop (Cookes 8m, 800kg) 

 

Ph John Pudney on 568 240 

Stonehenge Aotearoa – 30.09.2007 

 

The weather didn’t look too promising but the commitment was made and 
as we remembered to reset the clocks before bed we were in Featherston 
in time to pay our trip fees and listen to Paul’s drivers briefing. Twenty 26 
trucks were lined up outside the Shell Service Station in reasonably mild 

conditions. Garry’s monster wheeled HiLux was the focus of my sons at-

(Continued on page 24) 
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tention and a friendly invitation to ride up front had no chance of being 
turned down. So Mum and Dad lost their pride and joy for the entire day, 
a family Shiney trip and I’d already lost the family and the truck was soon 

be lose its shiney status as well. 

 

We picked up another truck just South of Martinborough and moved on to 
McLeods farm on the road out to Tora. This picturesque property is set up 

to take quad bike tours and after dropping off our koha payment at the 
woolshed we proceeded up into the dry hill country. The tracks were rea-
sonably steep and would have been fun in the wet but no drama today. 
We then worked our way down to a purpose built clay oval or more com-
monly known as a mud bog. Mud isn’t really the right term, it was like a 
thick soup with a 
similar colour to ba-

bies sh**, well you 
get the idea. Some 
dived straight in, 
some a bit more re-
luctant but had a go, 
a number thought 

better of it and some 
just wanted to drive 
other people’s trucks 
around at full noise. 
A highlight of this 
play time was to see 
the Judd family rac-

ing team lining up 
two of the farm utes 

before blasting 
around and around 
totally covered in clay 
soup. Bogs like this 

offer plenty of fun, its 
just the clean up that 
hurts and man what 
a mess.  

 

Our, still nice and 
clean, leader guided 
us down into the val-
ley for a lunch stop 
beside the river. A 
few of the keener 

(Continued from page 23) 
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members drove up as far as they could before some recovery exercises 
took place with Henry snatching the Cruiser out (diff wedged on large 
rock) before the Cruiser extracting Henry’s Jeep due to the same problem. 

Over the lunch break it was discovered that the Terrano had damaged a 
CV and was down to 2wd. Also had a problem starting the mud covered 
Vitara and this would compound itself when it just died on the drive back 
to the main road. It took some time to rectify the problem but we all end-
ed up where we started at around 3pm. 

 

The second part of the trip was our visit to Wairarapa’s Stonehenge Ao-
tearoa. After some precision parking we were entertained with a very in-
formative talk before heading out to the standing stones. The sun was 
attempting to make its presence felt but finally failed and the steely grey 
won out as the rain started just as we were finishing up. We claimed our 

son back and headed into Carterton in the rain for a meal. 

 

Great day out, thanks to Paul for arranging another successful CCVC trip 
and thanks to Gazza for entertaining our son all day. Hell of a mess when 

the bonnet went up a few days later but all semi sorted now.  

 

Cheers K182.   

(Continued from page 24) 

Pukawa Lodge  -  www.pukawa.co.nz 

 

We received an email about Pukawa Lodge - this is a holiday bach lo-
cated on the southern shores of Lake Taupo. It is a wonderful place to 
stay for families, groups of friends or couples looking for outdoor fun, 

great drives and beautiful scenery. It is surrounded by native bush and 
is only a short walk from the lake. (Ed - sounds like a good place for 

the workers to stay when working on the club property in Turangi!) 

4WD Recovery Pack Special 
 

The pack includes: 
 

Snatch Strap Winch Extension Strap 
Tree trunk Protector  Bow Shackles 
Snatch Block   Trifled Shovel 
Riggers Gloves   Recovery Bag 

First Aid Kit 
 

4 x 6 meter and 4 x 9 meter kits available 
6 meter = $240 and 9 meter = $250 

 
Contact Brett Chapman on 568 7879 (wk) or 970 1177 (hm) 
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Family Shiny:  

Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some 

degree of guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  

Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category 

is also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  

Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 

recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 

soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 

want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 

Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and 

sidlings. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 

they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 

Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the 

club’s document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All 

open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 

terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 

Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water 

crossings and vehicle recovery. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 

Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 

document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. 

Accessories such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple 

jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short 

wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a 

roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, 

and vehicle damage are all a possibility! 

Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 

Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 

they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for 

all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information 

Sheet.  

 

 
 

 
 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in 
the Chronicle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an 
official club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 

Trip Categories 
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Skills & Experience Pre-Requisites: 

 

Family Shiny 
All Participants   No pre-requisites 

 

Shiny 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Family  
    Shiny trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Club 4x4 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Shiny 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 

 

Hard Yakka 
Non Members    Cannot participate 
Members   CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 3 Club 4x4  
    trips after becoming a member.  
Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader 
    they are members of another 4WD club and have adequate  
    experience. 
 

Cancellation Service. 

 

We have a cancellation service for trips. What! Cancel a trip! It hardly ever happens, in reality 
sometimes the conditions are just too unpleasant or factors beyond our control that take out the 
property or the organisers. 

 

So we have registered with Newstalk ZB (1035 AM, and used to be known as 2ZB) who will 
broadcast any cancellations on the hour every hour from 6:00am. We will endeavour to show on 
the Trip Information Sheet which times to listen. 
 

Trip Departure Times. 

 

To avoid people arriving at the last minute for a trip, missing the drivers briefing, delaying the 
trip and generally causing confusion, we’d like to clarify the meaning of the times shown on the 
Trip Information Sheets. 
 
Meeting Date & Time:  The time you are requested to be at the trip meeting point, to  
    give you a chance to get into position, let your tyres down, and  
    to give the Trip Leader time to collect your details before the  
    Drivers Briefing. 

 

Drivers Briefing Date & Time: The time that the Trip Leader will explain the trip to drivers,  
    including any special instructions, safety briefing and points of  
    interest. 

 

Departure Date & Time:  The time that the trip will actually drive away. 

More Trip Details 
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Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 
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