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Please support our generous sponsors... 

Tyre & Puncture Repairs, Tyre Fitting, Wheel Balancing, Wheel Alignment 
Mag Wheels and Fitting, Battery Check and Replacement 

For cars, vans, 4x4's, light and heavy commercial vehicles 

and also industrial equipment. 

 

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted  

 

Welcome to ACTION TYRE CENTRE LTD where you will find great 
service, and great prices along with friendly staff. 

 
We are here to help you find the right tyre fit for your vehicle at afford-
able prices. We’ll fit them while you put your feet up, relax and have a 

coffee in the waiting room. 
 

We fix punctures, do wheel alignments, balancing & fitting. We also 
have fleet servicing for all your business needs. Drop in or give us a 

call on 04 939 2284. 
 

Tyre & Puncture Repairs, Tyre Fitting, Wheel Balancing, Wheel Alignment 
Mag Wheels and Fitting, Battery Check and Replacement 

For cars, vans, 4x4's, light and heavy commercial vehicles and also industrial equipment. 

 

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted  

About us: 

 

We are a family business that employs a dedicat-
ed team to provide friendly and excellent service.  

 

Action Tyre Centre Ltd has been in business for 
over 20 yrs servicing local and regional public and 
commercial vehicles. 

 

With over 40yrs experience in the tyre business, 
Phil is committed to bringing you the best. We are 
able to source all the quality brands.  

 

We enjoy being part of the Lower Hutt community. 
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WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831  

 

Morris Jury  566 6197 or 021 629 600 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, “How-to’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area.  

 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 

2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 

 

Antony Hargreaves 

Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 

Dave Bowler 
Pete Beckett 

Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Grant Guy 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 

Wellington 4WD Specialists 
2/9 Downer Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325   
 

Shane & Carl 
Mendoza Mechanical 
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt 

Ph. 04 527 7274 
 

 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and make 
an appointment before turning up for 
an inspection! 
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Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Potential 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

July 17-18: Mainland Winch Challenge Series Round 2 
Sawyers Arms Rd & Cust, Christchurch. Refer to www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz for further 

details. 
 
Aug 14-15: Mainland Winch Challenge Series Round 3 

Cedar Creek, Dunedin. Friday night stages & Saturday day stages. For further details refer to 
www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz 

 
Oct 16-17: Mainland Winch Challenge Series Round 4 
Makikihi, Timaru. Three night stages Friday and eleven day stages Saturday. For further details re-

fer to www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz 
 

Oct 24-25 (Labour weekend): Battle of the Palace - Teams Event 

Hosted by Norwest Club. Teams event aimed at well set up Club Trucks working in teams of 3 to 

complete all the stages over 2 days. Camping and Facilities onsite. Cost $360 per Team. Require-

ments: Winch, Extreme Mud Tyres, NZFWDA Affiliation, Rated recovery Points. Contact: Ben at 

possumpalace4x4@gmail.com for entry forms and info. 

Nov 13-14: Manukau Winch Challenge 

Manukau Winch Challenge held Onewhero area. New areas for stages this year. Usual Classes in-
cluding Manukau Class. Further details to come and will be available at www.manukau4wd.org.nz   
 

Dec 26-Jan 15 2016: South Island Self Drive Tagalong 

Led self-drive/catered/ accommodated expedition leaving Auckland 26 Dec, returning 15 Jan cov-

ering mainly off road tracks in North West South Island, Canterbury, Central Otago and more. Ac-

commodation is camping and DOC huts. Stunning scenery and tracks, suited to truck type 4WD. 8 

years’ experience leading similar expeditions and all tracks graded for difficulty and GPS Co-

ordinated. This is a “join when and where” type of safari and is self-paid (no money to me). The 

full 3 week trip estimated to cost you around $2500, covering food, gas, rustic accommodation and 

ferry crossing included for 2 people.  Come and join husband and wife team. For people whom are 

like minded and enjoy adventure. Limited spaces are available.  For more information please con-

tact Paul on paulberry@xtra.co.nz or 021 274 5617 – we are always willing to share information 

that will promote 4x4 and the outdoors. 

Jan 16-22 2016: Northland Kauro Coast Safari 

Hosted by the Kauri Coast 4WD Club. The 9th safari will be a 6 day event through some of the 

most spectacular beaches, scenery and landscape NZ, if not the world, has to offer. The proposed 

route takes you from Dargaville through some awesome beach and forest tracks following some of 

the early settler’s tracks surrounded by some of the most tranquil and peaceful countryside you 

only find in Northland.  We will be camping each night where our hosts will be some of the local 

schools and a golf course along the way. There’s time to stop along the way to catch your breath, 

relax and take in all that is offered.  The safari is aimed at providing an enjoyable experience for 

the whole family. So come along and join us on a truly unique experience exploring the hidden 

treasures of Northland. Numbers limited to 40 vehicles. 

Update; Sorry, safari is now fully booked. 

Upcoming National Events 

http://www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz/
http://www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz/
http://www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz/
http://nz4wd.co.nz/events/battle-palace-teams-event
mailto:possumpalace4x4@gmail.com
http://www.manukau4wd.org.nz/
mailto:paulberry@xtra.co.nz
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The 2015 Round of Vehicle Inspections has now Commenced! 
 
Vehicle inspection stickers have now been delivered to the clubs Vehicle Inspectors meaning you can have your vehicle 
inspected any time from now on. 
 

Changes to Vehicle Inspections. 
As from now, Vehicle Inspections are only required every two (2) years and the sticker will last for 2 years from the Month 
of the Inspection. (Re inspections are still required if you modify your vehicle). Like a WOF sticker, the Inspection Sticker 

now has the month and the year that the sticker expires (and the next inspection is due) punched out (Inspectors have 
punches) and the vehicle plate number is written on the sticker. The sticker is to be placed in the bottom center of the 
windscreen with the details facing outward so they can be viewed by the trip leader prior to each trip. "Stickers" are NOT 
"sticky" and are applied by wetting the face of the sticker with water and then placing it on the windscreen and expelling 

the air using a credit card and/or a soft dry cloth, then leaving it to dry. As they are made of a plastic material they are 
robust and will not fall apart if they move during application. 
 

The following is very important so please note!! 

 

Once the old Inspection Sticker expires at the end of August 2015, members vehicles MUST have a current valid inspec-
tion sticker on the vehicle in order to participate in any club trip (no matter the trip category). There will be NO EXCEP-

TIONS to this rule and Trip Leaders will have NO DISCRETION in the matter. 
 

NO STICKER, NO TRIP, NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 

 

Don't forget if you modify your vehicle and in doing so change something that potentially needs the vehicle to be rein-
spected, you must have this done and a new sticker issued prior to coming on any further club trips. If a Trip Leader sus-

pects that you have had work done but not reinspected they have the absolute right to exclude you from the trip, even 
though you may still be showing your old inspection sticker. Its all about safety so please, if in doubt, have the vehicle re-
inspected as it doesn't cost anything to have it done and the new sticker will then last a further 2 years. 
 

Vehicle Inspectors are: 

 

Anthony Hargreaves Epuni Motors      18 Hawkins Street, Waiwhetu, Lower Hutt Ph 569 3458 
Carl Furniss   Wellington 4WD Specialists       3 Downer Street, Lower Hutt Central     Ph 976 5325 
Dave & Pete   Bowler Motors    11 Raiha Street, Elsdon, Porirua.   Ph 237 7251 
Daryl Landy   Gold Coast Mechanical    1 Ephia Street, Paraparaumu     Ph 04 902 9244 
Grant & Raymond  G Guy Motors       41 Hutt Rd, Thorndon, Wellington  Ph 472 2020 
Shane    Mendoza Mechanical    34 Goodshed Rd, Wallaceville, Upper Hutt Ph 527 7274 

 
It is essential that you contact the Inspector to arrange a time for the inspection (do not just turn up and ex-
pect an inspection) as they have to fit this "free" service in between their "paying" work. Please also avail of 

their professional services whenever possible. They support the club by providing this service free of charge 
so it is up to club members to support them and their businesses. 



Page 6 - CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going in 2015! 

Editorial note: this was borrowed from stuff.co.nz, rung a bell with me as this always seems to happen to me, in fact just about everywhere I 

go it seems that as soon as I follow anyone they seem to slow down, odd that they were perfectly happy dong 50 or 100 but as soon as I 

appear slow down they do! 

Opinion: It seems like such a uniquely New Zealand problem: You find yourself stuck behind a car that is crawling along as the 

road twists and turns its way through the countryside, only to have them speed up once you reach the passing lanes. Why does this happen? 

One way to explain this phenomenon is to assume that the driver in the slower car is acting deliberately; that he or she is somehow trying to 

stop you overtaking them by accelerating ahead. And, in the process, that the other driver is consciously attempting to prevent you from 

reaching your destination in a timely manner. This view of other drivers sees the road as a place of contest and malice. A Darwinian struggle, 

red in tooth and claw, just to get to your destination. Explained like this, is it any wonder that people experience road rage? 

Fortunately, there are better explanations we can draw on. As any good social scientist will point out, Hanlon's Law tells us that we should 

never attribute to malice that which is adequately explained by human frailty. The "frailty" in this case is one of perception, and in particular 

how our brains perceive speed. Simply put, narrower roads increase the perception of speed, and wider roads decrease that perception. 

Which may seem obvious, but how does it explain why people actually speed up when the road widens? To do that, we need to refer to what 

is known as "risk homeostasis". This is the idea that all of us have a certain amount of perceived risk that we think is acceptable. When the 

perceived risk is below that particular level (or goes above it), we change our behaviour to adjust how much risk we feel. When a narrow 

road becomes wider (such as with the addition of a passing lane), the risk sensation decreases and our behaviour changes to reflect that. 

Homeostasis works just like the thermostat in your heat pump at home, turning up the heat or cooling down the room to keep the desired 

temperature.  You can see it in action in passing lanes as people speed up as the road widens and slow down as the passing lane ends and 

the road narrows. It may look like they are playing cat-and-mouse with you, but they're not (at least not most of the time). 

Research from Europe demonstrates just how much impact road width can have on driving behaviour. Increasing the width of a road lane 

from 6m to 8m sees average speeds increase from 80kmh to between 90 and 100kmh.  Moreover, adding to the number of lanes on a road 

(such as with passing lanes) produces faster speeds even where the width of individual lanes remains constant. 

What is interesting about the link between road width and the perception of speed is that road designers clearly know this. They often use 

what are called "gateway treatments" to make roads appear narrower as they enter populated areas. These 'gateways' can be physical or 

they can simply be visual (such as different road markings). 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Yet this understanding of how width affects the perception of speed seems strangely out of sync with the posters and signs that often get 

erected to remind drivers to be considerate, to pull over, and let others pass. That is, the built environment sends drivers one set of signals 

while the signs and posters attempt to send the opposite signal. In many ways that is like sitting down to the degustation menu at your fa-

vourite restaurant while surrounded by posters warning about the dangers of obesity. 

Researchers also know that perceptions of speed are strongly influenced by peripheral vision and noise. The evidence is clear that peripher-

al vision deteriorates with age (with the size of our visual field decreasing by about three degree per decade). Researchers from the Universi-

ty of Chicago have argued that this leads to older drivers having lower risk thresholds (and hence driving slower) to compensate for this lack 

of vision. 

Similarly, we all use noise to help estimate our speed. This means that better sealed roads (such as in passing lanes) will also lead to lower 
perceived speeds. Equally, it means that people in older cars may well think they are travelling faster than they are. 
 

So why do people speed up in passing lanes? Because we have created the perfect environment to encourage them to do so. With the best 

will in the world, we have created a passing infrastructure that makes it difficult to pass. 

This may seem like a cosmic joke but it is an example of what social scientists call "the law of unintended consequences". This warns us that 

interventions in complex systems tend to have unanticipated and often perverse outcomes. Which might point to the real insight contained in 

Hanlon's Law: that in the absence of proper understanding, human frailty often appears indistinguishable from malice. 

Carl Davidson is the Head of Insight at Research First Ltd 

(Continued from page 6) 
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CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS 
 
The Club uses a series of radio call signs in the Kxxx series to meet our licence requirements. Once you get on a trip you 
soon know what call sign is tail end charlie etc for the day. But basically if you don’t yet have a Call Sign you are not au-
thorised to use the Club radio licence. 

 
Call signs are available to financial members on request to database@ccvc.org.nz  

 
So if you have purchased a suitable radio for CCVC use, make sure you get a call sign allocated. 

mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
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ARAC AGM Report 2015 
 

Recently ARAC (Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee) held its AGM in Upper Hutt at-

tended by a number of CCVC members.  Below is a brief run down on what was discussed: 
 

Akatarawa Forest:  
ARAC are a little closer to signing a MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the Regional 

Council in relation to our recreation area in the forest. Basically they are looking to protect 
all the tracks we know and enjoy. The problem they identified was no one had a detailed 

map showing the tracks as we know them. So after much work they have now mapped and 
identified over 100 tracks which once ratified will need to be kept in some form. No problem 

in the native bush but where logging is taking place it means that a track will need to be re-

instated should it be damaged or lost during the logging process. 
 

ARAC confirmed that the current logging operators have requested that all trip leaders at-
tend a safety briefing, ARAC are looking at dates for this. Did you know that logging opera-

tions were only to take place on week days and advance notice must be given should they 
log in the weekend. Still we know logging trucks do operate on some Saturday mornings so 

always keep an eye open for the unexpected. 
 

Chainsaw Training: 
The Regional Council has agreed to provide chainsaw training for Akatarawa trip leaders, 21 

places are available. The first course was run recently and CCVC had 4 members attend. I 
understand they all found it very informative and well worthwhile. 

 
Orange Hut: 

The Orange Hut BBQ area is well underway with the concrete pad being poured and the wall 
(Continued on page 13) 

For all your suspension and 
steering requirements contact: 

 
12 Petone Avenue 
Petone 
Lower Hutt 

 
Ph. 586 7413 
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Hi, 

Looking to plan a 4WD Christmas trip to the South Island.  Dates looking at are between 26/27th 
Dec start Picton and finish January 9th back on the boat to WGTN. 

 
Places and itinerary is currently in my head, but it will be a camp and go trip, no hard or fixed ac-
commodation points. CAMPING will be the name of the game.  Will look at visiting places been to in 

the past on other South Island trips and going as far south as Queenstown maybe a bit further, as 
with all trips will be subject to weather etc. 

 
Nothing formal at this stage, just asking for expressions of interest to see if planning should go 
ahead… 

 
Cheers 
 

Murray Taylor 
414 Putara Road 
RD 2 
Eketahuna 
027 448 1044 

blocks have been delivered. The BBQ has been made and will soon be up and running. 
ARAC are looking for some block layers to help guide the team of volunteers so if you are 

one or know one please let Andy or Marcus know. 
 

Track Closures: 
The Stair Case and Ruts are closed until Labour Weekend to let them settle after mainte-

nance has been carried out. 
 

Odlins Road: 
ARAC are very close to signing an agreement with DOC to take over ownership of the 

Waiotauru Hut on Odlins Road. They will pay a pepper corn rental for the ground and be ex-
pected to maintain the hut, this will allow limited legal access to the hut. Looks like the hut 

will be moved and rebuilt in the same design as the Orange Hut, DOC have offered to get 
the building materials on side so again volunteers will be called on for the build. 

 

ARAC: 
ARAC has gained Charitable Status, the idea is they can now access funds via the gaming 

trusts etc. 
 

All current positions were held at the AGM, we look forward to hearing more from them 
soon so the club can assist with the current projects. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Branches throughout New Zealand 
Sales and Service 

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON (274366) 

 

Wellington Branch 

2 Udy St, Petone  04 568 4384 

Branches throughout New Zealand 
Sales and Service 

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON Branches throughout New Zealand 
Sales and Service 

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON (274366) 
 

Wellington Branch 
2 Udy St, Petone  04 568 4384 

From mid-July  57 Cuba St, Petone 
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Committee Meeting Highlights 
Here are the highlights of the last committee meeting: 

 
NZFWDA Conference 

Next years four wheel drive association AGM and conference, usually held around May, will 
be held in Wellington and organised by the CCVC. This event may possibly consist of the 

conference / AGM portion then possibly a drive somewhere. 
 

Photo’s 
The club is looking at using the Wild Apricot website for hosting photo’s that people want to 

post them somewhere, more on this when the plans are formulated. 
 

Chain saw training 
Five club members have been on a training course on the use of chain saws run (I think) by 

the Greater Wellington Regional Council. 
 

Cookes 

The Wellington branch of Cookes is shifting in July - their new address from mid-July will be 
57 Cuba Street, Petone. 

 
Firewatch 

We have a new sponsor, Firewatch Safety Limited - they haven’t come up with a suitable 
advert as yet so I have cobbled something together in the meantime, see page 6, and if you 

need any fire safety services please patronise them. 

No trip reports have been submitted to me for inclusion in this month’s magazine so has no-

body been out and about and done anything? I know its winter but I would have thought 
someone must have been out on a trip worthy of reporting on???  

You will all recognise the above logo, don’t you? Well there has been a few changes to this 

business but it is still about and active in Downer Street, Lower Hutt. I am working on get-
ting a new advert to include in the magazine but in the meantime we should still be patron-

ising this and all the other club sponsors. 
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Trip Categories 

The following trip category definitions, plus any additional requirements specified on individual Trip Infor-

mation Sheets, will be enforced, for safety reasons. Trip Leaders will turn away vehicles or drivers that do not 

comply.  The vehicle and driver requirements given here are a summary of the full requirements listed on the 

club website. Please refer to www.ccvc.org.nz for a definitive list of requirements. 

For all Categories: All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

All Categories other than Family 4X4 are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome 

if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate experience. 

Family 4X4:  

Description: Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of guidance 

in driving techniques as necessary. 

Drivers: Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is also open to 

anybody who enjoys this style of trip. 

Members: Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

Vehicles: An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety equipment is 

mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is recommended for vehicles 

once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or 

roll cage. 

Shiny 4x4:  

Description: More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who want more 

challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles. 

Drivers: Must have some experience, particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, 

steep descents and sidelings. Club members must have completed CCVC Driver Training and participated in at 

least 2 Family 4X4 trips after becoming a member. 

Vehicles: Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document 

"Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip.  

Club 4x4:  

Description: Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, modestly 

deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 

Drivers: Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings and vehicle 

recovery. Club members must have participated in at least 2 Shiny 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document "Vehicle 

Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-lift jacks, 

externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often par-

ticularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks.  

Hard Yakka:  

Description: Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and vehicle 

damage are all a possibility! 

Drivers: Experienced drivers only, must have approval of Trip Leader. Club members must have participated 

in at least 3 Club 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all vehicles on 

Hard Yakka trips. Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Infor-

mation Sheet 


