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THE PRESIDENTS PIECE  

 
Despite the recent last gasps of summer weather, winter is now upon us and tracks are greasy, grass slip-
pery and visibility poor.  It all adds up to taking care out there in our Club trips. Even normally solid tracks 

such as Te Kopahou can be slippery as some members recently found out. 

The Annual Awards Dinner and presentations was a great success with over 80 attending.  Our speaker 
Billy Graham gave us insight in managing troublesome youths through activity programmes, and the estab-
lishment of gyms well away from Naenae proves the success of his methods.   The dinner gives us a chance 
to recognise and congratulate those who have succeeded in both 4WD activities as well as in managing the 
various aspects of the Club. Congratulations to all the Award winners.  A special recognition to Colin James 
on his 40 years associated with the Club. Of course, it would not be possible without John Vruink managing 

all the things that need to come together on the night. Thanks John. 

Your Committee has decided to form a Risk Management group, to overview not just our Safety policies 
(these are all on our web site – how long is it since you read them?) but also our overall approach to manag-
ing our activities safely and within all the various rules and required environmental standards.   Neil Blackie 
will be overseeing this work, so feel free to talk to him about any issues that concern you and maybe volun-

teer yourself (or someone else) to join the group. 

Another upcoming activity is to replace our current Trip Planning database.  You may be aware that as well 
as the “Wild Apricot CCVC web site, the Clun runs a separate database which is copied into the CCVC site 
whenever the relevant page is looked at.  This separate system is managed by a Club member Murry Wills 
as part of his IT business. He also provides a mail server to give us the ”.ccvc.org” e-mail address function. 
With this separate server nearing extinction, alternatives must be looked into and worked up.  So again, 

anyone with skills in Google Forms, Google Calendar or whatever we might need?? 

A new e-mail address for you to store is 50years@ccvc.org.nz which will get you to the anniversary sub-

committee where ideas are always welcome. 

For all those who have signed up to the trapping program there are fuel vouchers coming your way.   

Cheers 

Ian 
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CLUB CLOTHING 

John Vruink on behalf of the club has 
been investigating club branded cloth-
ing for members to purchase. He  
typically has samples at club night and 
there is usually a few members model-
ling various items on trips. 
 
Cap  
Navy/White 4014  $15 
 
Beanie           
Navy 3059  $20 
 
Hoodie          
Navy ZHH  $75 
 
Soft Shell Jacket   
Black SJM  $110 
 
Jacket         
GJ Navy/Charcoal  $100 
 
Polo Shirt   
Navy/White  $40 
 
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt   
   $16.50 
 
 
If interested please contact John direct-
ly on john.vruink@gmail.com 
 
 
CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS 
 
The Club uses a series of radio call 
signs in the Kxxx series to meet our 
licence requirements. Once you get on 
a trip you soon know what call sign is 
tail end charlie etc for the day. But 
basically if you don’t yet have a Call 
Sign you are not authorised to use the 
Club radio licence. 
 
Call signs are available to financial 
members on request to  
database@ccvc.org.nz  
 
So if you have purchased a suitable 
radio for CCVC use, make sure you get 
a call sign allocated. 

mailto:50years@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz


RALLYWOODS 

Rallywoods is a privately owned piece of rugged bush land at the end of Bulls Run Road.  It adjoins the 
southern end of the Akatarawa Forest and there’s a locked gate at the end of the main Rallywoods road 

which runs down onto Woolshed Road in the forest. 

Rallywoods have a web site and just like the land itself, it’s a no nonsense work, no extra words or flashy 
marketing here.  Their description of great piece of secluded land is simply: “Rallywoods is a Camping, Hik-

ing, Biking and 4WD Location.  It is located approximately 45 minutes north of Wellington”. 

Here’s a couple of photos which they show: 

Anyone can book it through the web site and although the Green Hut is VERY basic, it has a couple of flush-
ing toilets and you can sleep there.  I believe it’s popular for parties, but it is popular over weekends and you 

need to book a couple of months in advance for any weekend dates. 

The tracks go from easy/shiny to extreme in a flash, so my rule is to walk anything I don’t know before leading 
a trip down a track new to me. The Kiwi 4x4 and Tararua clubs have run winch challenge competitions in here 
so it can definitely be a tough place.  But when you know where to go (or even better – where not to go), it’s a 
great place to take competent shiny trucks for a step up in challenge. That’s the intention of my trips in there. 
And it’s a change from the usual Akatarawa Forest tracks. The best part about it is that all the tracks are short 
and all the harder ones are optional.  As a bonus it’s got a covered spot for lunch and toilets. The plan was to 

find a challenge or two and do a bit of winching. 

On the day I had three trucks booked in: 

Dave and Lisa Moger Landcruiser 
Chris McManus Landcruiser 

Steve Penman Jeep 

Plus myself of course to lift the standards with a Land Rover.  Chris Zidich came along as my co-driver. Un-
fortunately Chris Murray had to pull out, but it might have got a little confusing with that many Chris’s on the 

radios! 

We met up at 9.00am at the corner of Haywards and Moonshine Roads and ambled our way in, lights on, 
which seems to be more to protect us from speeding locals than the other way around.  The gate is locked 
with the same sort of electronic key fob GWRC use on the Aka’s gates because their logging contractors use 
the road. Fortunately I’d remembered to get the key during the week – a good start!  We aired down and 

drove on in. 

The weather was good but cool and it’s pretty clear that nothing dries out in wintery conditions under these 
trees, everything was unbelievably slippery.  Just before the Green Hut we turned into the pine trees and 
revved up for a short climb called “Vern’s …. something or other”, damn – can’t remember it, but it’s a snotty 
little clay track with ruts, a cross-axling piece and then an average climb back out to the main road but no 
traction.  Drove it last time but not today – both lockers in and full revs couldn’t get me up. Here comes the 
first winch then. Chris was out with the winch rope, about a 30m pull, had to winch all the way. Dave and Lisa 

were next – same result, three attempts, both lockers in and the 350 Chev motor doing its best.   
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50th ANNIVERSARY  
PHOTO COMPETITION: 
 
As part of the 50th Anniversary, 
coming up in 2021, we need some 
historical photos for things we have 
planned. We have a few in the ar-
chives, that we will pull out over the 
next few months but would like to 
see what everyone has in their own 
records. 
 

To help encourage everyone we 
have decided to run a photo compe-
tition to the end of the year. With 
winners being presented with prizes 
and the end of year function. (Yes 
there will be prizes—more info on 
them next month) 

 

There will be 12 sections to enter. 
 

1970s - Personalities 
1980s - Personalities 
1990s - Personalities 
1970s - Competition 
1980s - Competition 
1990s - Competition 
1970s - Away trip  
1980s - Away trip  
1990s - Away trip 
1970s—Scenic   
1980s—Scenic   
1990s—Scenic  
 
 

All photos entered will become 
property of CCVC and may be used 
in a 50 Anniversary Book, Calendar 
or other marketing material or Club 
publications. 
 
Photos to be sent to 
50years@ccvc.org.nz  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://rallywoods.co.nz/contact.html
mailto:50years@ccvc.org.nz
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HMH Ltd has a core range of winching 
equipment.  
We provide the full range of wire rope from 
small dainty 1.5 mm stainless to heavy duty 
26 mm galvanised rigging rope. 
All wire rope can be configured to your own 
specifications – with customised attachments 
to allow you to rig up our wire rope for a rock 
concert or attach a heavy duty shackle to drag 
a train out of a swamp.  We’ll create ‘eyes’, 
(loops) in each end, make them tightly swaged 
for perfect functionality. 
HMH Ltd also has a comprehensive range 
of synthetic and natural fibre ropes – which 
we can cut to any length.  We have everything 
from high strength Dyneema winch rope, 
shock and sash chord, to basic polyester and 
nylon rope. 
http://howardmaterialhandling.co.nz/products/ 
 
47 Port Road, 
Seaview, 
Lower Hutt. 
 
Ph: +64 4 568 5889 
Email: sales@howardmaterialhandling.co.nz 
 

 
Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group (www.Bridon-
Bekaert.com) is the world’s premier supplier of 
mission-critical advanced cords and ropes. As 
a leading innovator, developer and producer 
of the best performing ropes and advanced 
cords globally, the Group provides superior 
value solutions to the oil & gas, mining, crane, 
elevator and other industrial sectors. Two of 
the most enduring wire and rope pioneers 
joined forces in 2016 to make this ambition 
real. Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group has a glob-
al manufacturing footprint and employs ap-
proximately 2 500 people worldwide. 
 

WELLINGTON 
57 Cuba Street 
Petone  
Wellington 
 
Tel:  04 568 4384 
Email: wtnsales@bridoncookes.co.nz 
National Free Phone: 0508 274 366  

 

Steve had a good go at it, I thought the Jeep with more modern suspension might have done it but got to 
about the same point and had to winch. Chris was last up and with fewer traction aids and smaller tyres 
had no chance, but he got past the cross-axle trap and into winch position. Ooh – wire cable, ugly once 

you get used to synthetic, let someone else pull that out!   

We got to the Green Hut turned left and halfway along the airstrip turned right and dropped down to-
wards Diff Dinger.  Diff Dinger is a couple of small waterfalls and just a little too unforgiving for this trip 
so we turned out of the stream to climb up the bypass track.  It’s a rocky climb with a couple of lumps 
and a cross-axle. I’ll try it without lockers, too easy just to flick the rear locker in out of habit. Well not a 
s*** show, and with a front wheel uncomfortably high off the ground backed off.  So stuff that, lockers in, 
no problem. Without the option of locker and after several heroic attempts, Chris proved the point and 
eventually had to get the winch cable out. Big ski down some more slippery ruts along the stream, a 
climbing loop to the right before an even steeper set of downhill slippery ruts.  Just a short ski this time 

and we got back up on the Airstrip, back to the Green Hut and had a cuppa. 

Lots of us now have hand held radios on the Club frequency, you can get Baofeng’s from China for $50 
a pair these days.  The problem with them is generally an operator issue – it’s all too common to get out 
of the truck and leave the radios behind, so we have the technology but end up old school shouting at 
each other.  I’ve tried a couple of things to get over this and the latest had been an earpiece with micro-
phone boom so I can leave the radio in my pocket all the time. Downside is that the microphone boom 
and the cable get hooked up in undergrowth too easily and the earpiece gets dislodged very annoyingly 
frequently.  I found a Bluetooth setup which does away with the cable – plug a module into the radio, 
radio in the truck with a 10m range, earpiece on my left ear (so it’s away from branches flicking through 

the window) and voila – no more cables and no need to carry the radio! Sorted. 

Well, not so sorted.  The earpiece had arrived in the mail the day before, pretty simple setup so who 
needs the instructions.  Seemed like it was all working when I tested and charged it up on Friday night. 
Soon after we left the meeting point I figured out I could hear the others on the radio but they couldn’t 
hear me.  Bad connection somewhere so gave everything a good push. No better. Had to turn the truck 
radio on. Wish I hadn’t - ooh the feedback, still a bit deaf in my left ear. At the cuppa stop at the Green 
Hut I realised I had the handheld on a PRS channel so I could hear CCVC1 but was transmitting on PRS 
– ahah!  Problem solved. Turned the truck radio off. Shortly after we left and headed towards Dreamer at 
which point I picked up the truck radio and said to Dave to hold back until I got to the top as it could be a 
bit slippery. Well he just rudely ignored me and all three followed me straight up. But I got to the top, 
drove on far enough for us all to get up and stop on the flat and …. no-one else appeared.  I could hear 
the radio chatter and Dave had stalled from random fuel starvation somehow, couldn’t start on the hill as 
his handbrake wouldn’t hold and he ran out of feet to operate brake, clutch and accelerator for a suc-

cessful hill start. So all three had to reverse back down to a relatively flat spot. 

While this was going on, I realised something you already know – I used the truck radio to call Dave just 
after I’d turned it off.  What a dipstick. But then I also found that 10m is easily covered and the bluetooth 
earpiece doesn’t work too well just a short distance away from the handset in the truck.  So I put the 
handset in my pocket. Hmm, it doesn’t work too well there either – very poor sound quality. Eff it, anoth-

er frigging waste of money. Turned it off. 

Dave Chris and Steve all drove up and we headed off to Wong Way.  The plan is to go down Wong Way 
and then try to drive back up it. A couple of trucks managed it the last time.  Wong Way turns into WA-
HOO!! in the wet. Shoot that was a long slide. Butt clenching if it wasn’t for the safety of the ruts.  Well 
we all got down it OK but as well as being massively more slippery than it was a couple of months ago, 
the ruts were also deeper.  I turned Ug around and put the pedal to the metal. Well we might have left 
the ground a couple of times but I could only get to the first corner, gave it up after two attempts.  No 
chance of driving it and no need for more winch practice so we went around and headed up to the Look-

out for lunch. 

On the way I decided to do Wacko – a short horseshoe track which drops down some more slippery 
ruts, into a waterhole and back up to the main track.  No problems for us here, a good video opportunity. 
Turn off the main track just after Wacko to go to the Lookout, a good little 15 minute drive always with a 
bit of wading but no issues.  The track goes on quite a bit past the Lookout and we did drive it in summer 
but it gets steep and rocky and is a different proposition when it’s damp. And Dave had two flat tyres 
down there last time so we didn’t want to do that again.  (Not to mention that both Steve Mercer and I 

have rolled our trucks down there in the past. Both had mechanical problems, not driver error, no way.) 

 

 

 

 

http://howardmaterialhandling.co.nz/products/
mailto:sales@howardmaterialhandling.co.nz
mailto:wtnsales@bridoncookes.co.nz
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Lunch was a bit late, talked about trucks and had a good look over the mods on Steve’s Jeep, we’re 
planning a short day so head on back.  While we were heading into Wacko I had seen a very short track 
cut for the winch challenge event, didn’t look too hard, let’s do that on the way.  Couldn’t get out of the 
ruts to turn into it so dug a new rut across them and I just managed to get across then had to give it a 
few herbs to get over a small hump into the track.  Went back to guide Dave. I’d dug the new rut just a 
bit too far down the track and he couldn’t quite get his front wheels across into the new track. We perse-
vered for a while but had to get the winch out eventually and it pulled the truck up nicely.  I went to move 
my truck forward and around a right hand off-camber bend, sensible line looked to be to stay hard to the 
right but that just took me straight ahead into the nearest tree, as I backed up the rear dropped down 
and backed into the nearest tree.  Having had enough of trees I did what I thought anyone would do – 
put both lockers in and floored it. Have to say that progress was slow, lots of noise but not much traction, 
until there is traction and then it’s hard to get off the gas quickly enough. Oh well what’s another 

tree.  Man those trees were close together but we scraped through, parked up and went back. 

Chris had to winch up off the track as well.  Meanwhile Dave was getting around the off-camber bend 
which he managed, just rubbing one tree.  All making progress so I drove out and back onto the main 
track. Chris had to winch out of the off–camber corner and drove the rest of the way.  Steve got into the 
track nicely, no winching but when he got up against a tree in the off–camber corner decided to do what 
anyone else would do and winched the truck out of there.  So that 30m long track took about an hour for 
the four of us. Although we did get close to a couple of trees no damage was done and we all came out 
just a bit dirtier than we went in.  Well apart from Dave’s wing mirror which hadn’t survived till morning 

tea. 

We got back to the Rallywoods Gate about 3.00pm and aired up.  Chris showing off by pumping up his 
and Steve’s tyres before Dave and I had finished one truck.  Yes, a full dive cylinder is by far the fasted 
way to inflate tyres. But once it’s empty Chris ……. haha –who’s laughing then?  I dropped the key back 

in Upper Hutt and had time to wash the truck before it was dark. That’s a great day out. 

Neil 

PS – I found the instructions for the Bluetooth earpiece, they said the sending unit has a range of 10m 
and if the sender and the earpiece are too close together you get interference ie if you put the handheld 
in your pocket it’s too close.  What if I tie it to my ankle? Oh no, I stepped in some water. Another $50 

down the drain. 
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Double D Akas Trip 23rd June 19 
  

As with all of Double Ds trips adventure was expected. Rivalry was aplenty between the Pajero, the Jeep 
(Team America) and the 2 Nissans—though one was claiming to be a Nissan/Datsun hybrid.  
 
Each time the Jeep successfully conquered an obstacle the call of TEAM AMERICA and fist pumping followed.  
 
The 2 Nissans both encountered winch issues. Dave got his Truck in a very precarious position (twice) 
 
Fun was had by all as per usual and of course there was no damage to any vehicles—well nothing worth nomi-
nating for the Orange Roughy anyway. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Oldtimers 
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I just spent the evening at another one of John Vruink's brilliant Prize Giving Dinners.  This year he had 
arranged to have Billy Graham tell us about his boxing career and how he has set up seven gyms to 
help out kids around the country after starting with his first one in Naenae.  I thought the catering and 

venue were great. 

Neil had pointed out the two life members of the club that were there that evening, Grant Purdie and 
Peter Osbourne and well, they don't look too old.  There are still a good number of those old boys and 

girls who are life members around, so you might run into them out there. 

After the do I was shaking hands with my best friend and a young fellow was telling Neil how repeating 
the history of each award had slowed up the progress of the presentations.  Ralph and I both said that it 
was about remembering old members of the club. I was proudly wearing my 10 year and 20 year mem-
bership badges, 10 + 20 = 30 years right? For me a few of those names were people I had been wheel-
ing with and in conjunction with the photo show that was running earlier in the evening it was all very 

nostalgic. 

The nice heavy trophy I won for my efforts at the Central Zone Club Truck Challenge is the Grant Kirby 
Memorial Trophy.  It was built by Grant Guy Motors in memory of Grant and presented to the club by his 
fiancé Sheryl Thompson . I remember going on trips with Grant who enjoyed his wheeling and seemed 
to do body building as well.  The gears set on the award is something special to Landcruiser people as it 
is a crawler low ratio for the transfer case that he imported from Australia. Grant was a good driver but 
he was still killed driving his Cruiser on Odlins Road while he wasn't on a club trip it's a place that we all 

go to. 

In the next part  read about Ron Wadham,  Steve O'Callaghan and Lindsay Buick.   

Photos 

1.  Grant Kirby Memorial Trophy 

2. Grant Kirby on the Ruts track, Akatarawas Jan 2005. 

3. Steve O'Callaghan with the Bob Jefferies Memorial Trophy at a small memorial to Grant Kirby on 

Odlins Road. 

 

Andrew Gee 



 

Awards Night 2019 
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Barbara Blackie Memorial Trophy 
Nic Stark - for all the work Nic does helping Frank with the Treasurers position, coming to Committee 
meetings plus getting out on trips with Frank. 
 
Andrew Farmer Memorial Trophy 
Shaun Ross - Since joining the Club in late 2017 Shaun has been active on many trips, shared his 
knowledge of four wheel driving from his overseas experiences, helped with some training, set up his 
truck very professionally and has now taken on the position of Secretary on the Committee. 
 
Bob Jeffrey Memorial Cup 
Brett Smidt - Brett has put in a tremendous effort over the years helping out with driver training, lots of 
Shiny trips guiding new members and public plus Council Summer trips. 
 
Gregory Award 
Ian Hutchings - Ian has been involved with a number of conservation planting efforts and clean-ups over 
the years but has particularly contributed to the writing and speaking to submission made to councils on 
behalf of the Club and the 4WD sport.  He’s also heavily involved in the pest control programme being 
run by the Wellington City Council and Kiwi Care in the Te Kopahou Reserve currently. 
 
Reporters Award 
Andrew Gee - For continual contribution of trip reports to the Clubs newsletter and his great articles sup-
porting the Central Zone Club Truck Challenge which appear in the 4WD magazine. 
 
Grant Kirby MemorialTrophy 
Andre Gee - For his successful efforts in the Central Zone Club Truck Challenge. 
 
Deadwood Cup 
Mark Stockler - For his new rally truck, out for the first time in the last trials season.  The result of a five 
year build with peter Osborne. 
 
Bent Con Rod 
Mark Stockler - The highest finishing CCVC vehicle in the Deadwood Safari 
 
Deadwood Safari Shield 
Steve Lacey - for the 2nd CCVC vehicle home in the Deadwood Safari. 
 
President Cup 
Paul Sadlier - In recognition of his exemplary efforts as Secretary over the past three years.  Paul kept 
things moving in the meetings, always got the minutes and agendas out on time, had the AGM well or-

ganised and did it all with his great sense of humour  

 



 

Awards Night 2019 cont.. 
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Club Champs  
 
Open Class Round 1 winner - Steve Lacey  
  Overall winner - Steve Lacey 
 
Club Class Round 1 winner - Dave McGinty 
  Round 2 winner - Neil Blackie and Dean Whitton first equal 
  Round 3 winner - Kiel Behl 
  Overall winner - Neil Blackie 
 
Standard A Round 1 winner - Luke Crossley 
  Round 2 winner - Luke Crossley 
  Round 3 winner - Jon Blenkhorn 
  Overall winner - Luke Crossley 
 
Standard B Round 1 winner - Bryan Taylor 
  Round 2 winner - Matt Murray 
  Round 3 winner - Andrew Trimmer 
  Overall winner - Chris Murray 
 
 
More to follow next month…. 
 



 

Double Ds Aka Trip 7 June 2019 
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Another day out with Double D this time joined by Ron in another Nissan and Neil in—what does he 
drive …. I can never remember and I don’t think he talks about what he drives that much anyway. Oh 

and cant forget TEAM AMERICA—Ian and Wayne. 

Dave promised this week would be a bit more challenging than the previous trip. Plenty of winching, 
Plenty of friendly banter. Plenty of laughs, mud and challenging terrain. Including a fallen tree that  need-
ed to be winched off the track. The slippery forest nearly had “team  America” taking a sideways dip in 

the large puddle when they tried to side step it and take the new alternative side route. 

Not so many fist pumps from Team America and they ended the day held together with ratchets and the 
winch rope . Despite this everyone still had a  great day out and keen for the next  one in a few weeks. 

Team  America even claim they will be  back on the road by then. 

 



 

JUNE 2019 TRIPS & EVENTS: 
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When booking trips please send your First and Last name, Rego and best contact number to the trip 
leader. Trip leaders details are available on the CCVC website under trips. 

 

Wednesday 10th CCVC CLUB NIGHT - Meeting 
NAENAE BOWLING CLUB 
25 Vogel Street, Lower Hutt 

All Welcome 

Ian Hutchings 

7:30 

Saturday 13th 2019 WINTER EXPLORE REFTON - 4x4 Hard Yakka  

Reefton 

Book with Ross P 

 

Saturday 20th SOUTH COAST PLANTING - Family Shiny  

With Wellington City Council 

Book with Barry 

 

Saturday 27th ORONGORONGO MONTHLY TRIP - Family Shiny  

Orongorongos 

Book with Phil  

Note: there is a $15 land access fee for this trip—don’t forget to bring the money on the day 

 

Sunday 28th DDs AKATAWARA TRIP - Club 4x4  

Akatawaras 

Book with Dave D 

 

Wednesday 31st CCVC COMMITEE - Meeting 

Ian Hutchings 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2019 TRIPS & EVENTS 

 
Saturday 10th FAMILY SHINY  

AKATAWARAS WITH IAN G 
Akatawaras 
Book with IAN G 
 

Wednesday 14th Club Night  

Naenae Bowling Club 
All Welcome 
 

Saturday 17th SHINY 4X4 

AN ADVENTURE WITH GR4D3R 
Akatawaras 
Bookings required 
 
Wednesday 28th Committee Meeting  

Porirua Club 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2019 TRIPS & EVENTS 

Saturday 7th FAMILY SHINY  

AN ADVENTURE IN THE FOREST  
Akatawaras 
Book with Frank 
 

Wednesday 11th Club Night  

Naenae Bowling Club 
All Welcome 
 

Saturday 14th SHINY 4X4 

SPECIAL EVEN FOR UPPER HUTT 
CITY COUNCIL  
Seats required 
 
Sunday 22nd FAMILY SHINY  

ORONGORONGO MONTHLY TRIP 
Tbc 
All welcome 
Book with Phil 
 
Wednesday 25th Committee Meeting  

Porirua Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more events refer to our 

 Website www.ccvc.org.nz or our  

facebook page  

www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/ 
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Cross Country Vehicle Club Wellington Incorporated (CCVC or Club) organises and runs 4WD trips and 
events that cover terrain of various degrees of difficulty. Club members and visitors that participate have 
differing levels of off-road driving skills and experience and their vehicles have differing degrees of off-road 
capability. 

As a guide to participants, the level of difficulty of each trip is identified in advance as falling into one or 
more of the pre-defined Trip Categories. The Trip Categories are defined as:  

Touring Class Travelling on back country roads accessible to the General Public. Limited “off road” travel 
may occur but only where appropriate to vehicles on the trip;   

Family Shiny Introductory level “off road” trip; 

Shiny 4x4 More challenging “off road” trip; 

Club 4x4 Specialist vehicles and equipment required, also additional driver skills; 

Hard Yakka The most difficult terrain, requiring significant driver and vehicle capability. 

Safety issues can arise if drivers have inappropriate skills, experience or vehicle capability for any given trip. 

CCVC has defined the guidelines set out in this document, describing driver skills and experience pre-
requisites for participation in club trips and events in order to optimise safety to the greatest extent possible 
and practicable. 

Membership of CCVC 

To become a member of CCVC a driver must attend three (3) trips of either the “Touring Class” or “Family 
Shiny” category trip.  

Once these trips have been completed and the “Application for Membership” submitted, the prospective new 
member’s application will be considered through the Club’s new member approval process. 

Advancing through the trip categories 

In order to advance to a “harder” trip category, members are expected to have participated in a minimum of 
two (2) trips in the previous category. Members are to advise the Trip Leader when they attend their first trip 
of the next category up. 

Members will be required to have attended a club training event, as determined by the Club from time to 
time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a category of “Shiny 4x4” or above. 

The member must also be judged as being capable to participate in this level of trip by the Trip Leader. 

A Trip Leader has the absolute right to exclude a member from a trip if the they believe that the trip is be-
yond the capability of either the member and/or their vehicle and that participation in the trip has the poten-
tial to place the member, their vehicle or other persons participating in the trip in any form of danger due to 
the Member and/or their vehicles unsuitability. 

The Trip Leaders decision on the day is final and can only be contested via the clubs “Complaints Process” 
as set out in item 51 of the Clubs Rules (Constitution). 

To participate in any trip other than “Touring Class” members vehicles must have a current CCVC Vehicle 
inspection sticker. 

Note: Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the trip in-
volves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in order to partici-
pate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category in order to exclude non mem-
bers). 
 
 

 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

 

July 7th:                                          
FORCE4 KING OF CANTERBURY  

NEW ZEALAND'S BEST 4WD RACE          
NOT FOR THE FAINT HEARTED  
info@4x4events.co.nz 

August 9:                                       
Timaru SupaWinch Challenge 

The Timaru 4x4 club will hold their 
section of the Supawinch challenge at 
Mikihiki as they have done for the last 
2-3 years. It's on 9-10 August  
 
 
February 6 2020:  
WHANGAREI 4WD CUB JAMBOREE 
Mid-North (Kaikohe area) see poster 
on page 9 of the Sep/Oct/Nov 2018 
Trail Torque for details. 
http://www.nzfwda.org.nz/news/5556  

 

 

TRIP CATEGORIES 

https://nz4wd.co.nz/events/nzfwda-national-4x4-trial-round-five-0
http://www.nzfwda.org.nz/news/555


 

TRAINING: 
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Training takes place on every trip and Trip Leaders will try to provide support and instruction 
(as appropriate) to prospective and new members attending each trip. 
 
This may be done either by the trip leader or by having an experienced Club Member take the 
individual “under their wing” (so to speak) for the period of the trip. 
 
Training events for specific aspects of 4WD’ing will be organised by the Club from time to time. 
 
As from the effective date of this document, attendance at a Club driver training event will no 
longer be a prerequisite to joining the club. 
 
Members will be required to have attended a Club training event, as determined by 
the Club from time to time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a 
category of “Shiny 4x4” or above. 
 
The next training day is SATURDAY JUNE 6th Book with Phil  public@ccvc.org.nz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safety is paramount in everything the club does and to this end the Club has a vehicle 
inspection regime where members vehicles are inspected by appointed CCVC Vehicle 
Inspectors to ensure that the vehicles meet the specific requirements as set out in the various 
Club documents (e.g. CCVC-SAFETY-0002 Minimum Standards for Tow Hook Mounting). 
 
A vehicle inspection sticker is valid for two (2) years from the date of issue. 
CCVC requires that all CCVC Members vehicles participating in any trip category other than 
Touring Class trips have a current CCVC Vehicle Inspection sticker. Members vehicles not 
having a current sticker displayed cannot participate in trips/events. 
 
The Trip Leader/Event Organiser has no discretion in this regard except: 
Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the 
trip involves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in 
order to participate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category 
in order to exclude non members). 
 
As from the effective date of this document, having a vehicle inspected and obtaining a vehicle 
inspection sticker for the vehicle will no longer be a prerequisite to joining the Club. 
Members and prospective members can judge for themselves which trips are appropriate for 
them however the Trip Leader has the final say as to whether a person or vehicle can 
participate in any trip or event. 
 
It is recommended that novices on Family Shiny trips and Members new to the Shiny 4x4 
category make themselves known to the Trip Leader so they can be allocated a “buddy” to 
guide and assist them during the trip. 

VEHICLE INSPECTORS 

 

Antony Hargreaves 
Kane Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Pete Beckett 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Grant Guy 
G Guy Motors 
41 Hutt Road, Pipitea, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Shane & Carl 
Mendoza Mechanical 
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt 
Ph. 04 527 7274 
 
Ash Senior 
Kaizen Works 
Unit 6/141 Hutt Park Rd, Lower Hutt 
04 568 2796  
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turn-
ing up for an inspection! 

VEHICLE INSPECTIONS: 



CCVC LIFE MEMBERS 
Tom Adams   
Leith Bean  
Stuart Brown  
Andy Cockroft 
Mike Gall  
John Hughes  
Heather Jeffery  
Steve Lacey  
Colin Landy 
Phil Lewton  
Bruce Mulhare  
Raynor Mulhare  
Peter Osborne  
Ross Perkins 
Grant Purdie  
Tony Street  
 

ROLL OF HONOR 
The Roll of honour celebrates life 
members of the club who have 
passed away. 

 
Bob Jeffery 
George Bean 
Peter Boniface 
Ron Oliver 
Vern Lill 
Steve O’Callaghan 
Ron Wadham 
Owen Farqhar 
Ron Johnson 
Graham Barr 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to:  

Sam Elimeleck  

Michayla Jones  

 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President  Ian Hutchings  
Vice President  Ron Gardner  
Treasurer  Frank Allen   
Club Captain  Steve Mercer 
  

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Competition Officer  Ralph Dobson  

Driver Training Officer  Phil Green   

Entertainment Officer John Vruink 

Central Zone Delegate John Vruink 

Membership Officer  John Parfitt   

Trip Coordinator  John Parfitt 

Magazine Editor Officer Penne Durdle 

Social Media Officer  Penne Durdle 

Vehicle Inspector Liaison Officer     
Duncan Grocott 

Sponsor Liaison Officer Ron Gardner 

General Committee Officer      
 Steve Mercer  

CLUB NOTICES  

 

RADIO PROMOTION 

We have been offered some great rates to CCVC club Member for purchasing radios through Tait Com-
munications. Membership card must be presented at purchase. 
Contact Ian at ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz to get a list of prices and models 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB MEMBERS ONLY CLOSED FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

The club members only facebook page is active! We had 50 members sign up in the first 24hours. Some 
members have found the link broken. This will be because the email the CCVC has for you is different 

from your facebook email. If you want to join then just send your facebook email to: 

  missmuddypenne@gmail.com (sorry had the wrong email last month)  

All our trips will be listed in events . Club members are using it as a way to share photos of trips—I know 
not everyone uses facebook but if you do and haven't managed to sign up it’s a good way to see what 

other members are up to. 

 

 

CLUB ASSETS 

 

The Club has purchased various assets over the years, mainly for use on Club events or to facilitate the 
smooth running of the Club. At the discretion of the Committee these assets may be borrowed by Club 
members for non-club purposes.  An approach for use should be made to the Clubs Asset Manager, 

Duncan Grocott,  mailto:assets@ccvc.org.nz 

 

The main assets are: 

 

Small Marque 

Large Marquee     

Water pump/blaster (useful for cleaning trucks) 

Six handheld radio’s on club frequencies (used on training days 

Portable gas bbq 
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MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 

This is your magazine so it can only be 

as good as the contributions you make!!  

We need any articles, trip reports, pho-

tos, puzzles, technical items, “How-

to’s”, etc. these are to be in the hands 

of the editor by the end of each  

calendar month.  

Please email to 

missmuddypenne@gmail.com 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed 

in this magazine are those of the con-

tributors and not necessarily those of 

the club, it’s executive or committee 

members. Publication of maintenance 

techniques or mechanical modifications 

should be weighed against generally 

accepted procedures and the Club 

should not be considered an authority 

in this area.  

The mention of products, service proce-

dures or service organisations herein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Official Magazine of 

The Cross Country Vehicle Club 

(Wellington) Inc. 

PO Box 38-762,  

Te Puni 5045,  

Wellington 

www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/ 

www.ccvc.org.nz 
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CCVC CLUB MEMBERS PHOTOS & VIDEOS 
 

We are always keen to share club member’s trip photos and videos at club night, in the club magazine 

and on our facebook page 

 

Here are some simple guidelines to make it easy for everyone: 

 

• Pick your best 6 to 10 photos 

• Save the images as a jpg  

• Please resized to 1920 x 1080 pixels (or use a lower resolution on your camera) 

• Please don’t put the photos on a website in an email or in a pdf file as it makes it hard to extract the 
images. 

 

We are always looking for 4WD related video clips, PowerPoint presentations, YouTube listings, etc. that 

can be shown on club night – we have the technology! 

 

CLUB NIGHT CONTENT: 

Brendan needs all material by 7.00pm on the Friday night prior to Club night to allow sufficient time to 

prepare the data show. If you have a “ready to show” USB stick with sequenced, correctly rotated photos 

and or video or PowerPoint presentation, these could be given to Brendan on the night, but please con-

tact Brendon prior to arrange. If you have any questions please contact Brendon. 

 
Please Email them to photos@ccvc.org.nz – most email systems have a limit of 10MB so use an online 
service like files.fm or put them on USB key 

 

Contact details: Brendon Millard 

  2/11B Gemstone Dr, Upper Hutt 

  027 2235705 anytime 

  04 5680157 work 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTENT: 

Penne needs trip reports, photos and any other content by the 1st of each month to allow sufficient time 

to put them into the magazine. Thanks to those who contributed content to this months magazine. 

 

Please email missmuddypenne@gmail.com. 

 

50 Anniversary: 

 

We are looking for photos, stories and videos that tell about our clubs history so start looking. In the next 

few months look out for a photo competition where we will be looking for the best photos. 

 

Please email 50years@ccvc.org.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

  

mailto:photos@ccvc.org.nz
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