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Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 

Club Officers 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

President Paul Adams 04 905 2343 801 7758 027 594 1343 gillandpaul@paradise.net.nz 

Vice President Neil Blackie 587 0456 474 7806 027 510 9801 mud.flingers@paradise.net.nz 

Immed Past President Roger Seymour 586 2518  021 424 351 roger@seyclean.co.nz 

Secretary Ralph Dobson 526 5119 586 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer Phil McConville 234 6328 816 2997 021 610 605 philip.mcconville@xtra.co.nz 

Club Captain Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 021 612 216 grant.purdie@pragmatic.co.nz 

General Committee Members 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Competitions Officer Roger Seymour 586 2518  021 424 351 roger@seyclean.co.nz 

Driver Training Steve Mercer 233 1121 386 0300 027 442 2898 s.mercer@niwa.co.nz 

Entertainment John Vruink 567 1142 027 443 9981 027 443 9981 john.vruink@xtra.co.nz 

NZFWDA Delegate Ralph Dobson 526 5119 586 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Land Access Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 021 612 216 grant.purdie@pragmatic.co.nz 

New Members Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849  021 131 0647 o_callaghan_steve@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Publicity Charles Odlin 562 8657 462 3350 021 372 990 codlin@odlin.net.nz 

Safety Officer Brent Samson 232 3087  021 394 240 jen_brent@xtra.co.nz 

Trip Coordinator Marcel van Dorrestein 234 8054 471 4725 027 243 4243 trips@ccvc.org.nz 

Other Useful People 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Assets Wayne Jansen 970 7240  027 446 7935 rowanandwayne@gmail.com 

Club Night Photo’s David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 david.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Help desk John Parfitt (temp) 477 0267  021 034 0400 helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz 

Membership Database Marcus Steeneken   021 439 183 database@ccvc.org.nz 

Track Maintenance Ray Harkness 970 5348   rayh@paradise.net.nz 

Trophies Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Webmaster Stefan Cook    webmaster@ccvc.org.nz 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports, technical items, “How-to’s”, 

etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month. Please post to 34a Hine Rd 
Wainuiomata, fax to 04 914 8366 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or as a 

private individual, the following person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
Jim Johnson  -  938 9404 (Hm) or 021 389 404 

Gavin Holden  -  0274 249 1959 
Rodney Bracefield  -  234 8887 (Hm), 577 8033 (Wk) or 027 548 8808 

 
DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area. The mention of products, service procedures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or it’s Editor. 
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Editorial 

Ramblings 

Famous last words - “So over the holidays I will continue to rehash things and hopefully 

have it all sussed by Feb.”  Ha! No such luck, get back to the newsletter and discover all my 
plans at the end of November have not eventuated but never mind. The stuff that we all 

need to know will be there and some of the stuff that may want to know may not be. 
 

I have finally acquired myself some new tyres (seeing the old mud tyres had less tread that 
the tyres on my car) so went out on a second club trip for the 2007 year - nice easy scenic 

tour of Orongoronga Station and the Wairarapa coast. It was a good day with great views 
and we went further up the southern ridge of the station than I had been before which was 

good, I didn’t know the track went so far. Then a quick trip around to Ocean Beach and 
back again. 

 
One consequence of having a break over Christmas and no January magazine is the multi-

tude of trip reports that I have received to include  -looks like there’s been some interesting  
things going 

on. And there 

are some 
good trips 

coming up 
too, so read 

on. 
 

Plus a piece 
from the club 

president as 
well. 

 
 

Alan... 
 

 

Cover Photo: I think that mud may be deep!!!. 

P3 Photo: Number one rule for snatching - make sure that the snatch strap is secured to a 
rated attachment point on your vehicle…. 
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Vehicle Inspectors 

 

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 

2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 

 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 

2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 

11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 

847 Fergusson Dr, Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 

or 025 686 7689 
 
Grant Guy 

Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 

61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 

 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 

26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 

 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 

or 021 389 404 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection! 

Feb 6-9:  Mahia Hunt & East Coast 4wd Club 4th 

Urewera Safari fundraiser. A family affair, a 

chance to make new friends, see a great part of NZ. 

$250 per vehicle, limited numbers. Contact Mark Har-

ris 027 577 9991 or 06 877 9991. Entry forms J Red-

shaw, PO Box 11, Wairoa. 

 

Feb 9-10:  West Coast Safari at Naike. Contact 

Nathen Phillips editor@maukau4wd.org.nz or phone 

09 232 1018 or Joy Browne cbrowne@ihug.co.nz or 

phone 09 238 7298. 

 

Feb 16-17:  Pirongia Volunteer Rural Fire Bri-

gade 4x4 Safari. For info call Martin Johnson on  

027 465 6037 or email pirongia@xtra.co.nz 

 

Feb 17:  ‘08 Woodville Lions. New adventure with 

fresh views and challenges. Email wood-

villelions@hotmail.com 

 

Feb 24:  National Trial Competition. Round five, 

Bay of Plenty 4wd Club, Tauranga. Northern Zone. 

 

Mar 15:  Kawakawa Bay 1st Response Team 

Fundraiser. Contact Duncan Munro on 09 292 2825 

or www.pukerau.co.nz 

 

Mar 15-16:  5th Annual Ramarama 4WD Safari. 

Almost entirely off road and will explore the northern 

slopes of the Bombay Hills just 35km south of Auck-

land city. For more info email burgesst@ihug.co.nz 
 
 

 

Details in the column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of 
the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Potential par-

ticipants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take 
responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Upcoming Events 
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In 
Association 
with 

Scout Fundraiser - 25 November 2007 
 

When I heard that Charles was planning a club-supported public tag-along around the south coast from Wainiu 

to Ocean Beach as a fundraiser for one of the scout groups, I offered to help out. Somehow this offer lead to 

me leading a recce trip on the Saturday before the public trip. 

 

A small convoy of seven vehicles met up at the Catchpool entrance, our usual meeting point, then headed 

down to the gate onto the Coastal track. We were met there by one of the local land-managers who had some 

keys to the Orongorongo Station (our usual contacts at Orongorongo Station were away). I was presented 

with a bunch of keys, but also informed that he only knew that it contained the keys to the first two gates, not 

the last gate out towards Ocean Beach. Never mind, we could go up the Orongorongo Ridge on the way back if 

necessary, to make a good day of it. 

 

Through the first gate and 

we were on our way 

around the south coast. 

Our mission was to repair 

and clearly mark the track, 

especially across the shin-

gle slides, and to ensure 

that the public trip would 

be drama-free. 

   

Our progress was quicker 

and easier than expected. 

Although the track had 

changed a lot and there 

were a lot of stops to walk 

bits of it, there was always 

a relatively smooth way 

forward and our work con-

sisted of painting rather 

then rearranging rocks. We 

were using one of the 

members with a standard 

vehicle on road tyres as 

the benchmark for the various hazards being acceptable – if he could get through without any drama then the 

hazard may challenge a driver, but not the vehicle. 

 

Our aim was to reach the end of the second shingle slide before lunch, since there had been a very bad wash-

out there which we had repaired the previous year, and this was a likely place for further damaged to have 

been done. I was very pleased to see that the track here was in even better condition than when I last used it 

and needed no work. We stopped for lunch on a nice grassy area and enjoyed the sea views and warm breeze 

for a while before continuing a kilometre or so to first of two locked gates for which we didn’t expect to have a 

key. Rather than just give up, I looked at the bunch of keys and decided to try them all on the off-chance one 

of them fitted. Bingo! The same key as for the previous gate worked. The way was now clear for a trouble-free 

run through to Ocean Beach. 

 

As usual, the return trip was a lot quicker than on the way in, and we were soon back at the Terakerai Head. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Because of mustering going on, we were asked 

to take the low road for the last section. When 

we got to the gate to get back onto the normal 

track, I had a brief panic at when I couldn’t get 

any of the keys to open the padlock. I won’t tell 

you that I only finally got the gate open, when I 

realised that the padlock wasn’t actually locking 

it. 

 

As we had a bit of time left, we decided to do a 

recce of the track up the Orongorongo Ridge. 

This was a long steady climb that was a bit nar-

row in places near the start due to rain ruts on 

the side of the track, although not particularly 

difficult. There were also some spectacular 

views. Once we were at the top, we decided to 

carry on around the loop track, which was dry 

and bumpy rather than the usual wet and boggy 

– proof that we really are in summer. The only 

challenge was a rather gnarly section at the 

start of the final drop back down to the main 

track, where there has been a slip. Over winter 

the ground had subsided, exposing more of a 

boulder in the middle of the track. We dug this 

out and smoothed everything off in preparation 

for the public trip - the only maintenance we 

needed to do. Coming back down from the tops 

we were treated to further panoramic views 

across the straits and Wellington Harbour. 

 

The following weekend saw Charles and his 

band of helpers at the carpark at the end of the 

Wainui Coast Road nice and early for the public 

trip. Charles was splitting the participants into 

two groups. He was leading the “harder” group 

up over Cattle Ridge and then back up the 

Orongorongo Ridge whaile he had asked me to 

lead the other group across to Ocean Beach and then along Onoko Spit. In my group were a number of newer, 

shiny vehicles on road tyres and also a Range Rover Freelander and a Ford Adventura – both without locking 

centre diff or low range. Charles also had a few shiny trucks on his trips, although most had at least AT tyres 

and more experienced driv-

ers. 

 

After the usual briefing, etc 

my trip headed off. Slowly. 

The first minor shingle slide 

just before Barney’s Whare 

was a good test for many of 

the less experienced drivers, 

with those at the front of the 

convoy getting a good 10 

minute break just beyond the 

Whare while the tail-enders 

caught up. I always seem to 

forget just how slowly public 

convoys run.   

 

We pushed on to the second 

shingle slide with a few paus-

es to let the club members 

reposition themselves to sup-

port the less capable vehi-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 



Cross Country Chronicle Page 7 

Just received this breaking news...... "Angry Mole dug up on the 
Ruts Track by Club Members on trip...... He vows revenge !" 

cles. I worked my way slowly 

through what I thought was 

a quite reasonable, if tech-

nical tack, making sure that 

everyone up to the next club 

member  was  ge t t ing 

through. It was amazing how 

much trouble a few of the 

vehicles without a centre diff 

lock were having on terrain 

that everyone had driven 

over effortlessly the previous 

weekend. One of the big 

problems for some people 

was that their traction con-

trol needed a fair bit of wheel 

spin and revving before it 

started to work – not really 

appropriate when trying to inch over boulders. It really brought home that while electronic traction control 

may be quite good on a muddy paddock, it does not allow the level of gentle control needed for rocky tracks.   

 

Both the Adventura and the Freelander struggled at times, with the Adventura getting bellied on a bank at one 

point. Those just in front stopped to lend a hand in the recovery operation, ably managed by John Parfitt, 

while I took the rest of the convoy through to a flat park-up area. I left them there with Todd Forsythe and 

went back because I could see a lone vehicle stopped on the scree, and also thought a winch might be need-

ed. It turned out that this vehicle wasn’t stuck, but the driver had stopped there to walk back because the Ad-

ventura wasn’t following. With some digging and pushing the Adventura was freed, slightly the worse for wear, 

and carefully escorted through the rest of the shingle by a couple of club members. By the time I got back to 

the main group everyone had decided it was time for lunch, so we stayed a bit longer to let the last few arri-

vals have time for some food and enjoy what was becoming a very warm and sunny day – if also very windy. 

 

On my way back to help out with the recovery, I noted a pool of oil around a newly scraped boulder. I radioed 

Todd, who got people to check that they still had all drive components where they should be. No problems in 

our convoy, but someone somewhere had a major problem. 

 

Once through the shingle and associated rocky tracks, it was an easy trip on to Ocean Beach. A few people 

decided to opt out here and head back via the Rimutukas. The rest of us headed across the river and out along 

Onoko Spit. Much to my surprise I found that the engine was overheating and I was forced to stop a short way 

from the end to let everything cool down. People generally seemed to feel that they had had enough of a good 

thing and were happy to turn back, with many keen to get back onto a sealed road! As there was a much firm-

er track about 50m away on the other side of the spit we used that for the return and I even managed to find 

the exit back onto the road for those who wanted to head home. A much diminished party (club members plus 

2 visitors) returned the way we had come, and like the previous weekend, it was a much faster trip back. 

 

We met up with Charles and the other half of the trip by Barnie’s Whare and hear some great stories for the 

other group. Apparently they had even made it up to the top of the Orongorongo Ridge despite the very 

strong winds, and it sounded like everyone had had a great time. 

 

Overall the day was a great success. Everyone I spoke to seemed to enjoy themselves and the Scouts raised 

?????. Thanks to everyone who helped out, both on the day and on the recce the previous weekend. 

 

 David Coxon 

(Continued from page 6) 
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New Year’s Day  - Track Clearing Overnighter  
 

 New Year’s Day was a scorcher. I know this because a group of volunteers – all six of us that turned up - 

spent the afternoon toiling on a steep hillside with no breeze, no shade and a cloudless sky, sweating heaps as 

we cleared the long forgotten Reservoir Ridge track. Grant said it used to be a beautiful track through the 

bush before it was subjected to planting and subsequent felling of pines leaving it overgrown. Apart from the 

start that had already been cleared, the track was a mass of luxuriant growth of wineberry and small trees 

over heaps of pine branches, and was blocked every few metres with a fallen tree trunk with or without root 

ball attached. I attacked the small stuff while the guys (Grant, John. Geoff, Brent and hubby Steve) mostly 

focussed on using winches to pull out the trees and root balls. It was stifling hot work! 

 

What a relief when we decided to knock off and find a camping spot by a stream. We searched quite a way to 

find a suitable site but pretty soon we were all in the river soaking away the dust and heat. Beautiful cool 

fresh water. After we’d pitched camp we sat around quenching our thirst while waiting for the barbie to get 

going. It was amazing watching all the bird life coming to roost in the mature bush on the side of the valley. 

The huge rata trees and other giant trees seem to attract masses of native pigeon and as dusk fell we also 

heard many tuis and bellbirds calling. When we eventually crawled into our sleeping bags, our sleep was ac-

companied by several Moreporks hooting to each other and Steve reckons he even heard kiwi. At around 5.0 

a.m. the dawn chorus that started up was incredible – Better than the feeble one they play on National Radio! 

The second day we had no cloud again, but, thank goodness, some breeze which kept it tolerable for more 

track clearing on the hillside.  

 

A good rhythm of work was soon established and great progress made on the second day. By mid afternoon 

everyone was pooped so we packed up and headed for the shady forest for a bit of driving to round off the 

day. The only disappointment of the trip was that there were not more people to share the work. If every 

member came to at least one working party it would make life a lot easier for the hard-core who take upkeep 

of the tracks seriously. Remember no tracks – no fun. Anyone can help - even a weakling like me. 

   

Liz Jones (Mercer) 
 

(Ed: see page 19 for a couple of photo’s.) 
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Week before Christmas 
 

 Twas the Week before Christmas and all through the Club 

The members did dream of locked fronts for the tub 
There's another year gone by, with what very reason ? 

It’s that time again now, when we enjoy this fine season 
 

 Marcel’s got new tyres, they’re ready to chew rock 

As he powers up the tracks, leaving behind those to mock 
Faster than Phar Lap on steroids, pulling Paul from the ruts 

The strap broke with a crack, and kicked the mule in the guts 
 

 The meeting was slow, it seemed Gazza had the S#*ts 
He cursed Toyota long and hard as he threw down all the bits 

Another front diff gone and my pocket again hurts 
I have a good mind to scrap the whole bl *@ dy works! 

 
 Brent’s Seventy is out driving, now with a new bar 

He hopes those Pajero’s won’t bend this one too far 
Its been in his shed on blocks far too long,  

That the CV’s started clicking and didn’t feel strong 
 

 Andrew Farmer is out, he's back on the track,  

Rock gardening for the day, he just lead from the back  
He jumped into his fourty, and cranked up the ignition 

And took off up the staircase, like on some NASA Mission 
 

 The President must have forgotten his left from the right 
And as he passed up the track, and drove out of sight 

He called but do follow me, I’m just down in the dip 
But apparently it seems he lost the tail of the trip. 

  
Grant must have rushed, on his way to Orange Hut 

His wheels were all loose n splayed, like a long legged sl o t 
he whiped out a tool, a wrenc h  to tighten his nuts 

he must earlier forgotten, no excuses no buts ! 
  

Neil back working on Leroy, as there’s more room 

And a younger filly next door, may give him more Vroom 
The old pommie jeep, he finally got his own way 

And forced Neil to rid of the  white  fridge they do say 
 

 Roger's been driving, around all the rally's non stop 
and fixing up the dents from Mitchells backward flops 

Its time you got out with us, and drove the truck hard 
And take the steep climbs, and make it up the last yard 

  
John Vruink the party organiser, he did it so well again 

There was another great party, in a shed case there was rain 
As he shut up the doors and as he turned off the light 

He called Merry Christmas, and what a great night. 
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Presidents Piece 

 

Well its’ over a month old already but that’s no reason not to wish everyone a happy new year and trust that 

you all had an excellent Christmas one way or the other. 

 

From a 4 wheeling perspective, much has happened over the past 6 or 7 weeks, certainly there was no reason 

not to have got out there and dirty. In the family class especially I feel Dave Coxon needs a special mention, 

really getting into trip leading thing and providing plenty of opportunity for the largest group in the club.  

 

Much has been happening behind the scenes in the ‘off season’; the S.A. connection, seems to be taking some 

shape, a little amorphously at present but shape all the same, the radio committee have made some good 

progress and will be seeking the clubs’ opinions at the March meeting and the competition committee has got 

this years Deadwood under control with the date and venue confirmed as Oct 11th at the site of last years 

event in Makara, albeit with better environment, traffic and spectator management.  

 

Interestingly Oct. 11th is not the date furthest away in the trip calendar, we have plans out to December this 

year so there should be no shortage of both local and away trips to do in 08.  

 

Talking of trips I would like to thank those that got in behind Leon and Ray to make the GWRC sunset trips so 

enjoyable, its’ a big commitment for the benefit of others which is greatly appreciated not only by the club but 

council as well. 

 

Talking of commitment perhaps the best has been saved for last, the appointment of a new safety officer, this 

is a damned if you do, damned if you don’t position that needs experience, knowledge and the ability to front 

the club on some touchy issues. Well the committee thought they had the man in the midst of the safety com-

mittee and its’ an absolute pleasure to advise that Brent Samson after much consideration has agreed to take 

this significant responsibility on, congratulations Brent, we certainly look forward to working with you. Charles 

your efforts in chairing the safety committee during the past months was a huge contribution, thank you.  

 

Much more could be said, but enough, Have a great year, see you out there 

 

Paul 

El presidente 
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February’s guest speaker will be 
 

 Sue Patterson 

General Manager Marketing and Communications 
Department of Conservation 

 
 Sue will share the department’s perspective on land access and management 

issues with us whilst expecting an interactive Q & A session 

Woodville Lions 4WD Trip. The date is set for the 17th of February 2008 and we are 

looking to meet at our usual spot at the corner of Hopelands and Bluff Roads, Hopelands, 
Woodville at 9:30 am. Entries and payment on the day but please email your interest to 

woodvillelions@hotmail.com as we are limiting this trip to 40 vehicles at a cost of $40.  
Bring your lunch, camera and good humour. 

So you fancy yourself as a rally driver? 
So why not come along and see how good you really are 

 

I’m organising a day at the Autocross track courtesy of the Kapiti Car Club at Otaihanga in Paraparaumu. 

Come along and test your skills as a rally driver on the track, and we’ll time them to see on the day, who is 

fastest. You can bring any car you like on road tyres, however no trucks allowed (sorry). 4wd allowed as long 

as they are cars (so bring the missus’s legacy, just don’t let her know. 

This is definitely a shiny trip if you are a good driver, possibly a club trip if you are not as good a driver as you 

think, and hard yakka if you’re not a good driver at all. 

There will be three classes, FWD, RWD and 4WD (actually EOD, (engine over driven wheels), ENOD (engine 

not over driven wheels) and 4WD). 

Cars do not have to be registered, however, each car will need to pass safety scrutineering. General safety will 

be checked including 

 No structural rust to firewall and/or pillars 

 Windscreen must be intact and with no cracks (for strength in a rollover) unless the vehicle is fitted with 

 a roll bar 

 Battery is secure 

 And the usual things, such as, wheels not about to fall off, etc 

There are cars you can pick up cheaply and have a great time (landfill is close by when you’ve finished). We’ve 

used cars ranging from a couple of hundred dollars for a Holden Commodore (slow, but a lot of fun sliding 

sideways) to a Pontiac Le Mans .. no not the American one, but the Korean one which we brought two of, for 

the price of $27. 

If you don’t have a vehicle on the day, let me know and we’ll have one there which you can share. Unless 

there is an approved rollcage in the vehicle, no passengers. 

As you would expect, some safety clothing is a must, you don’t need to dress like Michael Schumacher, but 

cotton overalls are a good idea (not poly-cotton) but at least clothes that are not flammable. It is compulsory 

to wear a crash helmet. 

The whole family is welcome to come, and if you are twelve or over, you are welcome to have a drive. (Under 

16’s will need parents consent). 

Please make sure you book with me. We will limit the number of drivers so that we get through the day by 

mid-afternoon. 

Cost, $20 per driver. Meet at Otaihanga Autocross track, at the Otaihanga Landfill. Go to the landfill entrance, 

(down the same road as Southwards Car Museum), tell the nice man on the gate that you’re going to the 

track, and it’s on the left just past the booth. 

 

Antony Royal, 021 431 848 or home 238 4589 

mailto:woodvillelions@hotmail.com
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A bloke walks into a Glasgow library and says to the prim librarian, 'Excuse me Miss, 
dey ye hiv ony books on suicide?'   To which she stops doing her tasks, looks at him 
over the top of her glasses and says,  'Piss off,  ye'll no bring it back!' 

Greg got through the bog hole 
 

8 vehicles met at 9:30 on a Sunday morning to be lead onto a farm that we have just got access to in the 

Makara area. We all gave Greg the trip fee. I paid the trip fee in gold coins, so that is the reason that I got to 

write the trip report. Greg commented that he cleaned his Big Horn and then did the recce on Saturday and 

got lots of gorse marks in it – so after sitting there for 2 weeks he now has to clean it again. 

 

The property is made up of 2 parts – a play area which we can do what we want with (full of gorse) and a pine 

forest. We started off and 

reached the place where we let 

down the tyres and locked 

hubs. One vehicle decided that 

they did not want to go on – but 

Greg talked to them and they 

were happy to continue. Greg 

was unable to get his hubs to 

lock – so it was a quick stop so 

he could take his hub to bits to 

fix the problem. 

 

We then went on to a steep 

track to start off the day. Once 

we got up the hill a bit Greg’s 

comment was “You take the left 

side of the track and I will take 

(Continued on page 13) 
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the right side” – This was to use the vehicles as gorse clearers (it was latter swapped around – some thing to 

do with the fact that Greg has no windows on his truck). 

 

The next part of the of the track was again a section of uphill – which I tried to do in 4th gear (wrong choice) 

and there was smoke pouring out of my car (I think there is too much oil in my truck). 

 

A lot of track clearing was done to cut down the number of scratches that the shiny vehicles would get. 

 

Once we got to the top, those that did not want lots of scratches on their truck changed into a truck that did 

not mind the scratches. 2 vehicles where left at the top. We then went down a very step white knuckle hill de-

scent. We then returned by a different route to collect the vehicles that were left behind. 

 

It was then a matter of following Greg through the pine forest for about 1.5 hours. (including a food stop). 

 

We stopped at the top of the hill, Greg had pegged out some hazards, so about 4 vehicles had a go at them. I 

had a try at one of them and lots of black smoke came from my truck again. We then split the group in two 

(those that did not mind the scratches, and those that did not want them), and we met up again at the mud 

hole. 

 

Greg wanted the track cleared so people could drive the mud hole. “Garden tools – Cruiser style” – so Greg 

got in his truck and started a bit of track clearing (He really wanted the be the first vehicle through the mud 

hole. Andrew had tried previously but was unable to get through). Once Greg had made the path, the rest of 

us cut the track down with the tools that we had. We found there was a very big hole on the run out from the 

mud hole so all the trees that we 

cut down where put into that hole. 

Greg was about to drive through 

the mud hole – but before he got 

to the start he stalled on top of a 

gorse bush, so after about 10 

minutes he was able to get the 

truck going again. 

 

Greg went down the creek bed to 

the mud hole –where he put his 

truck on a really strange angle but 

he was able to winch him self out. 

It was then onto the mud hole, 

and Greg got really stuck (not a 

real surprise when you see the 

amount of mud that was in front of 

the truck). 

 

Greg then connected a strop to 

Ian’s truck. Greg advised “Only 

movement is on the snatches so 

long snatches”. Greg was moving 

about 10 cm each snatch so Ian 

had to do about 30 snatches. The 

strop broke with about 1 meter to 

go so it was decided to winch (with 

a snatch block) off Ian’s truck. 

Greg was heard saying “It is a bit 

short Graeme – do you want me to 

drive forward a bit” 

 

After a while Greg got through the 

mud hole. (He was the first to get 

through the mud hole!!) There was 

a lot of grass and mud that was 

pulled out with Greg’s truck. The 

depth of the mud hole was a least 

a shovel length as Greg tried to 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Mystery tour of Wellington City and Area: Sunday 9 December 
  

This was another excellent day for a trip. We arrived in plenty of time for the driver’s briefing. Cars were to be 

dispatched at regular intervals and we left at 10.07.complete with a set of clues and question sheet. The first 

set of clues took us to the “repository with a Maori name”; clever clue that one! The navigator took a leisurely 

walk in the sun, along the waterfront while I drove to a convenient parking spot and walked back. The smell of 

coffee was irresistible and the cafés by the sea beckoned. It must have been the caffeine withdrawal symp-

toms that made us miss the next clue. Oh well this sent us spinning…!  

 

(Continued on page 15) 

Vitara and Pajero parts for sale 

Suzuki Vitara 1988-94 

1.      Complete set of Monroe Gas Magnum 4x4 rear shock absorbers and front struts, plus F & R   

  HD coil springs to match. All have had little use and in good undamaged condition. 

2.      Factory free-flow exhaust manifold and front muffler. 

3.      Factory jack and wheel brace. 

4.      Rear diff centre. 

Pajero 

5.      4 x 15” Series 1 Pajero rims, undamaged but need repainting. 

6.      Set of 90-98 Pajero SWB side steps, complete with mountings. 

Offers please for any or all of these items. They will also be listed on TradeMe and SellMeFree. 

Contact Philip Bridgen on Wellington 939 4233, or email Philip@mahi-tahi.co.nz 

find the drain pipe but was unable 

to. 

 

We then returned as a group up 

the hill, where Greg had put some 

more pegs out marking hazards. 

This time they were all hill climbs 

(including the white knuckle one 

that we came down before). A few 

of the trucks tried out the hazards 

– one made it up the really steep 

hill. Greg and Graeme spent the 

time rewinding Greg’s winch cable. 

Graeme found an eel that Greg 

had captured with the mud on his 

truck. Greg put the eel in a bottle 

of water to be released when we 

crossed the creek again. 

  

We then returned down the hill 

and out – with pumping up tyres 

(and releasing of the eel), at about 

16:30 we were all done and head-

ed for home. 

 

Thanks Greg for a great day out, with you providing the entertainment by getting through the mud hole. 

 

Brendon Millard 

K171 

(Continued from page 13) 
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The annual 42 Traverse track maintenance day has been set for 6 April, so keep that 

Sunday free for a trip to the central North Island. 

“Still by water not stopping to fish, I go left and left again and continue to a bay where men who flew big birds 

used to live” How many lefts did we go? We were following the bays with water on our left. Oh buoy! We 

haven’t been this way for some considerable time and things have changed dramatically. There were lots of 

events happening all around and there were surf lifesaving carnivals at two of the bays and everywhere people 

were enjoying the sun. 

 

We were told to follow the dotted line for a while (is that “the yellow brick road”) and not go underground. Oh 

more cafés beckoned all around the waterfront. Coffee drinkers weren’t the only things crossing the road or so 

the sign says.  

 

As we saw the light towards the end of the road we sat and ate lunch overlooking the Cook Strait and watched 

the scuba divers enjoying their Sunday recreation. Did I mention the coffee? There is something about drink-

ing coffee on the beach front! We declined to do the 90 minute walk especially if you can drive it on a Family 

Shiny trip. We waited for the “horn blow” (the traditional restart after lunch) from our trip leader but as it 

wasn’t forth coming we roused ourselves from our stupor and continued on our merry way up a valley of 

smiles to partake in some fishing! We continued up “toward that lone structure that is soon to be joined by 

many friends on Terewhiti” to look at letter boxes and down again. 

 

Having been “to the quarry now follow its road down, down, down and left at the bottom (R & O)” Up and 

down, up and down got us to Karori and the only mud we encountered on our trip. More coffee or should we 

have an ice-cream or just walk in the park or maybe have a real hot Mexican meal? We got some funny looks 

from residents. Who are these strange people standing outside the fence, and writing!  

 

Had we opted for the meal we could go via the fire station for a damping down so we wouldn’t wilt. Gosh I 

didn’t know that Celemisias are our most plentiful native plant! The information you gather on a Club trip is 

phenomenal!  

 

We had to continue past a church and up another hill to a place of summer fun and be careful that we weren’t 

bowled over or croak it. Caffeine withdrawal symptoms (after all it had been about an hour since our last fix) 

were rampant again and we missed the intersection and the next clue. That cost us but not as much as the 

fine probably was.  

 

At the end of the trip the only people waiting for us were Malvena and a bunch of Girl Guides. 

 

Clever clues John and Ray. Thank you for an excellent trip on such a glorious day. 

 

Graeme Millard 

“Suzy Blue” 

(Continued from page 14) 

Emergency Communications and Club Radio Project 
 

 Notice of Club Discussion 

 

 March Club Night 
 

 The project team plans to give an update to members and to seek views on some aspects of the 
project’s findings. 

 

 This will NOT be a special general meeting and there will NOT be any votes. 
 

 It’s part of the consultative process of keeping members informed and inviting feedback. 
 

 Please come along and be involved in this important project. 
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Three Wheel Driving  
 

The sunset trip to the Wairarapa just before Xmas (Saturday 22nd Dec) promised to be an evening of family 

4wd driving, sunset views and night driving. Packing my Nissan Safari (called Doza) ready for the trip, little 

did I know it would be an eventful evening with several lessons learnt the hard way.   

 

Even before the trip started I think I was given a warning the evening was going to be a testing time because 

Doza’s starter failed to turn over and here lies Lesson One: Don’t leave the 12v cooler connected without the 

vehicle running. Fortunately I live on a hill and was able to push all 2.5 tonnes of Doza off our driveway to 

crash-start it down the hill. I had my 12 year old son, Liam, with me and we arrived in Featherstone to meet 

with Paul Adams, trip leader, and the usual suspects (Dave Sole, Carl Furniss, Neil Blackie & Bruce Tustin) and 

some new faces too.  15 or so trucks all up I think. 

 

First stop, the Pinnacles proved to be a short interesting drive up a riverbed with a walk to view the many 

cliffs before moving to the start of the track for the evenings drive to a sunset viewing point. We arrived with 

plenty of time to have some supper while admiring the great views all over the Wairarapa – definitely worth a 

trip if you haven’t done so. As it was getting cold we headed off to be down at the hut before dark … and soon 

after I would be taught another lesson.   

 

Exiting a stream in the dark I heard a thud as Doza’s left front wheel hit a rock or stick, shortly after the tell-

tale hissing sound led me to the damage – a hole right through the tyre’s sidewall. Well, just like a well-oiled 

machine, club members appeared out of the darkness to assist, Paul on my Hi-lift jack, while others helped 

remove the spare and an electric wrench to remove the punctured wheel. Lesson Two revealed itself; maintain 

your Hi-lift jack … with punctured wheel off and as I was fitting the spare my Hi-lift jack dropped Doza to the 

ground, throwing me aside as the side-fender hit my shoulder. Exciting as it was, it was fortunate that no one 

was hurt.  

 

With Paul’s Hi-lift jack in place I fitted the spare and again someone stepped forward with his electric wrench 

to secure the wheel nuts. I gave them a final turn with my wheel brace to ensure they were tight … or so it 

seemed. The drive out of the farm was only interrupted when a sheep met its demise by jumping out in front 

of a truck.  

 

By this time it was getting late and the group said its good byes at Featherstone. The drive home over the Ri-

matuka hill was the usual slow and steady but that was all about to be change… 

 

It was around midnight, Liam asleep, Doza cruising along at 90km, just past Kaitoke Regional Park when I felt 

a moment of vibration and then the entire front left side of the vehicle dropped to the ground… Liam abruptly 

woke to catch a glimpse of the front wheel shooting-off up the highway as Doza skidded on the road in a 

shower of sparks. After safely moving Doza to the side of the road I radioed my situation and was soon joined 

by the other trip members. After a short search the wheel was found well up and across on the other side of 

the road and as Doza’s studs were undamaged we managed to secure the wheel back on to Doza (thanks for 

everyone’s help!). 

 

I limped home aided by Paul and 

Dave (thanks for the support) 

and it’s now an insurance claim 

under repair. The general feeling 

is the wheel nuts were cross-

threaded and hence the wheel, 

not on securely, had worked itself 

loose. However, with the wheel 

nuts lost we can’t say for sure 

why all nuts came away and left 6 

perfectly good studs on the hub. 

I’d like to thank everyone for 

helping out and I’m grateful no 

one was hurt from Doza’s escap-

ing wheel! 

 

All part of a good trip, 

 

Simon Parker 

 

P.S. the sunset wasn’t bad either 
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The Taranaki Recce trip   
 

On the weekend of the 25th January, three of us headed north to check out some tracks in the Kaharoa Rang-

es. The recce was to take place on the Sunday and Monday. We all met in Hawera Saturday after noon at the 

Mount View Motel. Paul and I left Wellington Friday afternoon. Paul to do the bike ride around Mt Egmont sorry 

Mt Taranaki, me to pick up a mate John in Wanganui do a trip into Ernie’s Place to fill in time on Saturday. 

Bruce came up from Lower Hutt and we all met at the motel early Saturday evening where Paul and I had 

booked in for two nights. Early Sunday morning we all headed off for the farmhouse where we were to start 

out the back of Hurleyville. 

 

We left the farm house around 9.30 and into the ‘Top paddocks’ where there’s any number of ways and then 

down into the bush we went. After about five minutes we come across one large pine tree across the road.  

“OK Paul where’s your chainsaw?” “I don’t have one!” so with an axe and winches we got through the tree, 

then around the corner we went - another tree - same action! In the end we cleared four trees off the track! 

 

We worked our way down and around a couple of bluffs and into a valley below.   Then along a cliff face where 

we had to dig our way through a few slips. These were not too bad until we came to the mother of all slips! 

What to do now? Well the best option was to drive down the bank to the Manuka trees and start pulling them 

out with the winches. So we made our way to the bottom, crossed the creek then winched our way up the oth-

er side. This took us an hour and a half.  

 

We had a tricky bit of cornering to get around – then bugger me - what a place to blow a CV joint!! What do 

we do now??    First up we unlocked the front hubs and I seemed to be able to drive ok and that got us to a 

clean flat area. I started to find it hard to steer, I could turn left but not right.  

 

We stopped for lunch which gave us time to work out the best way to attack the situation. I stripped down the 

wheel and took out the CV joint, cleaned out all the ball bearings and broken bits, replaced the CV cone, reas-

sembled it all and every thing went great. Now I was on low ratio two wheel drive with a dif locker when need-

ed.   Because we were closer to the end of the track it was safer to go on rather than face what we had al-

ready been through.   At this stage we had dug our way through about 6 slips. So on we went. 

 

Everything was fine until Paul spots a goat on the side of the track. It looked dead but on a closer look it was 

alive but not moving. At the same time Paul had put his truck into a ditch.   

 

First we sorted out the goat. It had got its’ horns tangled up in some bull rushes and he had twisted around 

and around until his head was jammed on the ground. By the state of the goat, he had been like that for some 

days, he was very close to death. We cut him free and all he could do was lay up against the bank. We left 

him and started to snatch Paul out of the ditch. This goat was no more than 6 to 8 feet away from the trucks 

while we were doing this he never moved. All his joints seemed to be cast, they did not want to work for him. 

So we pulled him over to the water. Pulling him over to the water got him moving and little by little he started 

to walk about and he slowly moved off. 

 

Off we go again and around the corner yet another slip! This one was large, half of it was wet sand the other 

half was wet parpa. The wet sand was on the top of a hill and the parpa was on the down side leaning out-

wards to a drop off - some 40 to 60 ft. This seemed to take us hours to dig out.( Paul says those who did the 

trip 2 years ago will be pleased to know the roading building worked, is still in place including the plastic net-

ting and trees and was holding the fall up!) 

 

Our plan of attack was to drive to the top and then be lowed down through the parpa shit by winch. With 

some interesting moments, Paul got through (He had 4WD). Next it is my turn, I get to the top OK but going 

down the other side was another story. With out the front wheels driving, the truck just wanted to go side 

ways. We ended up with Paul pulling me as Bruce was letting winch cable out. 

 

One thing I can say about being apart of this club is the amount you learn by doing club champs!!   It gave us 

the balls to work outside our comfort zone! Between the three of us and the knowledge we all had, got us all 

through safe and sound.  

 

By now it is getting close to night fall. We believe we were only 2 or 3 km from the river crossing and out. 

Bugger another washout and a slip side by side. A good 3 to 4 hours of digging.   We could have started dig-

ging and we would have been out by about 2.30am. Paul made the call   Safety was number one.    ‘We have 

had a long hard day it’s best we get some rest and attack the slip in the morning.’  

 

(Continued on page 23) 
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These pictures are from the southern 

ridge of the Orongoronga Station - looking 
down the ridge in the upper and looking 

north with Wellington harbour in the dis-
tance in the lower. 

These pictures were taken on the track 

clearing camp over trip in the Akatarawas 
over the holidays. 
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Colin Faces Fats - by anonymous 
 

This time last year I remember telling a Mr. Colin 

Estoral of Akatarawa how to get fit and in shape for 

the new 4WD Winch Challenge season. My advice to 

him back then was (1) liposuction and (2) having 

sex with lead weights in his pockets. 

 

Luckily this years fitness techniques are much sim-

pler, and you don’t have to have sex, you don’t 

have to be thin, and you don’t even have to be fit. 

All you have to do is have the correct height to 

weight ratio. Changing your weight is far too hard, 

so…. If you’re short and fat, build up your gumboot 

height, and wear over-trousers with vertical stripes 

in them. This will make you look very fit! 

 

If you’re tall and skinny, you must wear low heels, 

horizontal stripes and always stand next to some-

one taller and skinnier than you are. 

 

Most people will find this modern advice easier and 

more fun than having sex with lead weights in your 

pockets, especially the Col Esterol types among us. 

Strangely enough I bumped into that very man last week when I was visiting a mate of mine in hospital crip-

pled by high fuel prices. Col was in the same ward in a reinforced bed, covered head to toe in plaster and 

(Continued on page 24) 

It is now 10pm. Time to stop for the night.   We pool all our food boil up a brew and between us have a mix-

ture of bits to eat. We decide to walk the track so that in the morning we would know what was in front of us. 

After the end of a long walk we found we were only 20 minutes to the river crossing and out. And the river 

was low it even had an island in the middle.  

 

By the time we got back to the trucks it was 12.30am, another brew and then we turned in for the night to try 

and get some sleep. I tried to sleep in the back of my truck but by 2am I was full of cramp so I got out of the 

truck. I found Paul trying to sleep beside the truck under the lean-to we had constructed. I had to go for a 

walk to try and get rid of the cramp. I found Bruce rolled up in the cover that goes over the back of his truck 

(the soft top bit). The moon was out, it was as bright as day. I got back to the truck, crawled under it and 

tried to sleep. 

 

We were up around 6am; we all had a brew then at about 6.45 we were into the pick and shovel.  9.30 and 

we felt we had dug enough to get through. Once again we drove to the top of the slip. We had set up a winch-

ing block off a tree that just happened to be in the correct place to help us over to the other side. Now we 

knew we had a clean run to the river and out. 

 

We got to the river, where had the island gone???   They must have been letting water out of the hydro lake 

up stream. It is now running quite fast and is a lot deeper than last night.   Bruce walked it and we found at 

the deepest it was not much higher than the top of the tyres.   Through the river and out seeing that we were 

so close to the dam we went the 3or4 km to the wall for a look see and a clean up in the camping grounds. 

We get back to the farmhouse at about 1.30pm where we could phone out to let people know our wherea-

bouts.   The motel staff were worried as we had not returned from the trip and they had called the police to 

start looking for us.   So we called the police and explained what had happened. 

 

It was a great drive - I put it up with one of the best. A must do track. 

 

I now put the Old Whanga Rd as a walk in the park.   

 

4 trees   No chainsaw 

9 slips  2 shovels 

1 CV joint  1 ½  grubbers  

 

 Thanks Paul    

(Continued from page 18) 
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looking fatter than ever. Obviously not in a fit condition to go competing, I naturally pointed this out to him. 

 

Speaking through one of the few apertures in his 40kg plaster of Paris space suit, he agreed and explained 

that he’d had a touch of bad luck trying to follow my advice, and had lain in hospital now for eight months. 

The liposuction, he said had been horribly botched, when the surgeon hit the wrong switch and blew fat in, 

instead of sucking it out. Colin was unconscious at the time and woke up five stone fatter, five grand poorer 

and unsure whether he or the surgeon was the real sucker. 

 

Waddling out of the clinic wrapped in a double sheet had been in terrible contrast to his lightweight expecta-

tions, and he’d resolved to work doubly hard at having sex with lead weights in his pockets to burn off the ex-

tra fat. Two things held him back from that though, the first being that he never had sex, and the second be-

ing that if he ever did, he certainly wouldn’t be doing what he never did with clothes on, and therefore he’d 

have no pockets to put lead weights into. 

 

Wisely deciding that he’d never get fit for competitions by having hypothetical sex with lead weights in his 

pockets, he had, perhaps unwisely decided to put two tons of lead in the back of his Toyota 70 Series SWB, 

instead, figuring that if he didn’t get fit loading the stuff he’d at least get fit driving it around. 

 

Now this was fine until he came to a sudden stop in the bottom of the Zig Zag Track. Colin’s cab had rapidly 

filled with two tons of lead, smashing most of his bones in his back and wrecking his short term competitive 

plans. 

 

Now he lay in hospital contemplating a lead-free future, four times the shadow of his former self and numb 

below the knees. As far as he was concerned fitness could go and liposuck an egg, or worse. Rather than run 

about or have sex, he reckoned when he got out of the plaster he’d loose weight and train for the Winch Chal-

lenges by using tampons and smoking cigarettes, like all the beautiful people in the magazines. 

 

At this point of the conversation I was keen to tell him about the easy height to weight ratio technique for the 

4WD’er of 2008, but Col was totally disruptive and cut me off several times with some anatomically detailed 

advice of his own involving pineapples and big black dogs. 

 

There was nothing I could say to placate his obstreperousness, so I just walked out of his life. Some people 

just do not want to be helped.  

 

************************a 

(Continued from page 23) 
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Tripsheet Nine 
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Tripsheet Eight 
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Tripsheet Seven 
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Tripsheet Six 
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Tripsheet Five 
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Tripsheet Four 
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Tripsheet Three 
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Tripsheet Two 
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Tripsheet One 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of 

guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is 
also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  

Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 

equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-
top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 
Shiny 4x4:  

Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 

Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 

can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 

document “Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. All open or soft
-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 
Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, 

modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings 

and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 
can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 

experience. 
Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document 

“Vehicle & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-
lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. 

Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the 
tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and 

vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if they 

can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 

Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all 
vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. Often a 
winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information Sheet.  

 
 

 
It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in the Chroni-
cle or it doesn’t appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an official club trip and 

the club insurance policy may not apply. 

Trip Categories 
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More Trip Details 

Skills & Experience Pre-Requisites: 
 
 

Family Shiny 

All Participants    No pre-requisites 

 

Shiny 4x4 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Family Shiny   

      trips after becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

Club 4x4 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 2 Shiny 4x4 trips after  

      becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

Hard Yakka 

Non Members     Cannot participate 

Members     CCVC Driver Training and participated in at least 3 Club 4x4 trips after  

      becoming a member.  

Members of other 4WD Club Visitors are welcome if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are 

      members of another 4WD club and have adequate experience. 

 

 

Cancellation Service. 
 
 

We have a cancellation service for trips. What! Cancel a trip! It hardly ever happens, in reality sometimes the 

conditions are just too unpleasant or factors beyond our control that take out the property or the organisers. 

 

So we have registered with Newstalk ZB (1035 AM, and used to be known as 2ZB) who will broadcast any 

cancellations on the hour every hour from 6:00am. We will endeavour to show on the Trip Information Sheet 

which times to listen. 

 

 

Trip Departure Times. 
 
 

To avoid people arriving at the last minute for a trip, missing the drivers briefing, delaying the trip and gener-

ally causing confusion, we’d like to clarify the meaning of the times shown on the Trip Information Sheets. 

 

Meeting Date & Time:   The time you are requested to be at the trip meeting point, to give you a 

      chance to get into position, let your tyres down, and to give the Trip  

      Leader time to collect your details before the Drivers Briefing. 

 

Drivers Briefing Date & Time: The time that the Trip Leader will explain the trip to drivers, including any 

      special instructions, safety briefing and points of interest. 

 

Departure Date & Time:  The time that the trip will actually drive away. 
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Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 
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